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Juno  6th, 1928 


rofeissor  Frederick  N.  illson, 

Princeton,  N.J. 

'.'j  dear  rofoesor  Illson, 

hour  kind  letter  of  :  ay  ictfc  was  received  Just,  before  1 
has.  to  l«nve  for  the  tenoral  assembly  and  there  v  as  no  time  to  ackno,  - 
ledge  or  answer  i  at  U  ■  t  tine.  7  prize  so  mch  hov  ...vor  .--our  frienu- 
shi--  and  confidence  that  must  trke  the  liberty  non  of  sc:  „•  .anting  vcr; 
plainly  as  clearly  as  possible  on  the  letter  from  the  resbvterian 
of  &y  10th,  which  ,  ou  sent  me.  1:0  onmisaioner  who  wrote  that  letter 
is  lamentably  ignor  nt  of  the  -Oas ti tution  and  the  lav  of  thv  hurch. 

1  v.  in  tr;-  to  set  the  matter  forth  aocurn toly s 

1.  case  ia:  for  rod  to  t&s  Judiei  »4  vo  o.l  be  lore  the 

General  ssem'bly  of  19s  V.  On  this  case  the  :*errianc*nt  Judicial  'o-vsis- 
s*on  brought  in  its  juoppent  before  the  :tener<JL  -.see.  bly.  "ou  >111  find 
this  on  page  19G-19  ,  ox'  the  'eneral  hesembly’s  Minutes  of  lid'?.  1  sh 
you  ould  read  this  pud.^nenfc.  iDnehi:  h.  ly  upon  the  present  ti  on  of 
the  udictal  oauission *s  preliminary  ju-.i ;anant  any  member  or  members  of 
the  omaission  have  the  right  to  present  a  minority  opinion.  Jh:c  hr. 
ayleao'i  did.  t  wm  at  this  -  oint  I  think  that,  the  first  error  of 
procedure  entered.  "hp  Judicial  Jom-.ission  cr-m  to  nhe  .sser*. ly  sap  oeir.p; 
that  it  vas  to  present  only  one  Judgment.  Sr.  I&gleson,  vho  had.  dissent¬ 
ed  from  t;  is  judgment,  had  in. formed  the  ‘orv.ission  that  he  would  not  pre¬ 
sent  a  minority  opinion  to  the  ssenbly.  Just  a:  tho  -ore  i scion  seas 

about  to  enter  the  assembly  he  i  n  formed  it  that  he  had  chan  pod  his  mind, 

end  hi  d  an  opinion  to  present.  It  -  as,  a  guest  ion  whether  the  onmission 
should  consent  or  vstpone  receiving  it  until 

it  could  hear  the  minor? ty  opinion.  The  Asse.-nbly  ■  as  waiting  for  it 
arui  the  .'ojv.ission  decided  to  go  on  and  to  allow  or,  On-gleson  to  presari 
his  opinion  to  the  assembly  with. out  its  first  having  been  heard  by  the 
omuission#  "he  'hai rmem  of  the  'o. a  .lesion  was  much  disturbed  av  he 

took  hit  ,  lace  on  the  platform  but  h*.  said  ho  thought  It  was  beet  in  courtesy 
not  to  iaake  any  demur.  '  I  think  myself  that  it  *■• as  not  proper  for  Or. 

'agloson  after  having  itorma  the  ‘or^i  salon  that  he  -n-.uu  not  resent  a 

minority  opinion  to  change  his  .appose  and  pres nut  one  .  ua  it  .  a.  too  1  tv 

for  the  'omission  to  hear  it.  I  think  it  war  a  j  diet -Vice  for  the  lotvaisr.-ior 
to  allow  the  opinion  to  he  presented  without  first  bavin- •  net  to  coru  idsr  it, 
and  i  think  1  was  in  error  in  allowing  it  under  those  circumstances.  ?fa--  evorf 
j  h4  no  technical  const! tutlonal  ground  on  which  to  object.  1  could  o;il;. 
have  objected  on  ground*  of  broad  Jhriatlon  courtesy  and  or&lity,  and  while 


--  -  - *  ui  iimocu ateiy  following  unfit' on  and  re¬ 

tires  that  it  a:  nil  bo  also  put  hb  follower  "r'hali  the  "er.err.l  iseocfoly 
rooeed  to  :  uvtew  the  r  Tit/nnrp  ju..  -rib.it  of  tl  •  '  on nnent 
Hcial  ’ocsnission*'"  oord  put  this  ueatf  on.  ^  is  uestion 

1c  debntehieoexoo.t,  on  the  merits  O  the  cnt;e.  "V.uro  a:  so  no  debate  t 
to  Wi  ic  shall  re  '‘or,  and  tl  .n  the  >•  uestion  c> s  put  and  a  air;  the 

tiMM  afrfc  Vtet  ntned?^  fb©i«ral 

-wwbkr  tm  inion 

’jacli o '  al  osaair v ion,  but  ?t  )  <ut  also  voted  not  to  review 
it  j»dtgtaent .  he  effect  of  Mich  actions  Is  or  octly  ei.: ,  le.  'he 


riBfcl  mPWma  mt  b3u£%ftuorlty 

t?  <m&<i$^-‘Wkh&rp  u  j-.rv  cL'wt&*&<n 

.  t  ■;*»  i)X  i%P¥kj^3ft«ir-  udnfed 

—-the  Vfeo»*¥  slfclSMbe 

ridg&r:'  1a*fcDi*Wfr  %in*Wka£8*P  W&i.4K&;*l9 

&&&yikiP*mQkiii&  1&  &  w&w*k 

.:  -iff'.Satt  ^ih>shf4  /  %V?¥‘  'W3tli*  sun.  unanimously 

;-  proved  b.~  the  vcnoral  ssarably  o;  19:7  itself  in  the  ©port  of  the 

■  .  el^o  r,ii  ftcreeb-'  :~t-*;  •'•  •  ;•■--•■  oh  -  '  .•■.  ii.rh  er  i/  emular- 

.  iae  enterin'. .  hr.  lagleson,  who  a  at-  e  ner  bei  or  the  Judicial  omission 

5.  ? mediately  u.  on  the  reaming  of  the  juri *^>ent  of  the 

os  emission  -if  the  ntnur-  ty  report  I  did  .;•  h  our  hu-u.tituiion  ex  Xi- 
:  Up  re  -tiros*  namely,  put  the  folic  ins  :uestioa  to  bl  e-  Kserlily: 
hall  the  preliminary  xuu  -  ent  of  tiso  '  eraunent  Judicial-'  -osuninaioc 
;e  E  de  the  fieri  ,nu  ,;r  nt  of  the  tenoral  -  so:  .  ly'  ••  his  question 
s  to  be  put  without  debate.  hen  it.  was  put  a  majority  voted  in 
negative.  Tils  did  not.  Make  the  minority  report  the  question  be¬ 
lly,  and  no  vote  was  ■:..-  on  the  ...  h© 

-  •tor  50 1  a  Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive  > 

t  is  wholly  untrue  whwi  he  imps  that  r.  -a- doson^s  reort  a  as 

in  2018  with  funding  from1  ^tlon 

.  stioa  which  I  put  regarding  the  preliminary  juKpnt  the  la  of  our 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary  Library 

re 8  that  it  si  all  be  also  pat  as  fol^xr-s:  “hhall  the  "•er.eral  Assaably 


proceed  to  review  the  preliminary  jud^vent  of  the  emanent 
■' ctal  ’oaBsisaion?’*  'cordinxly  1  put  this  question.  Ids  .uestion 
d#bateWbfto«xo«r-t  on  the  Merits  of  the  case.  ^here  wru  sor>-c  debate, 
<vhic)  :  shall  refer,  «td  tiwm  the  nuostion  v-a»  put  and  a,  air*  xhe 
xrifey  ovted  in  the  negative,  That  closed  the  flatter.  Tie  General 
serably  hm  voted  not  to  accept  the  pre lira! nary  jodqnent  of  the 
r,  saent  Judicial  ox; si: :i -ion,  but  it  hu*  also  voted  not  to  review 
t  jucl.^iont,  t.e  effect  of  nvic-h  actions  is  per  "ectly  simple.  The 
gtitation  itself  providing  if  the  cue  be  not  reviewed  by  the 
r;.l  .  ssenbly  to  which  •  t  has  buen  reported  then  at  the  dissolving  of 
9  3 me  th©  preliminary  judgrient  of  the  -er.xanent  Judicial  ora-sis  sion 
all  be  held  to  be  the  final  judgment  of  th,  ixax.bl;  I 

x  is  rule  to  the  ,«&.!- ly  u\  tun  tire  and  pointed  out  clearly  whr.t 
•t  0  its  action  •  rt  .  bat  v:.n  ..ourt,  rose  ;  '..../•  t  a.;-,  .'..J''  ■• 

.  'he  xcmstltutJo  1  prooftc -ro  in  the  ease  was  clear  and  .  as 
ioa-ed  absolutely  according  to  our  Book  of  Government. 


4,  1st  the  debate  on  the  question  of  review  ftirther  irregular^ 
a  on  voroh .  J*r.  'a.-;leson,  who  vr.e  a  run  her  o.C  the  Judicial  lonshsiOB 


https://archive.org/details/correspondencemoOOunse_O 


but  not  a  member  of  the  sreiably  undertook  to  s-eak  going  into  the  norite 
of  the  case  *hiah  the  law  forbad©  and  oven  attempted  to  nuke  motions, and 


*?:  en  a  to  ped 

eon©  member  o  ' 


■r  n, 


Sror 


aoing 


this  over  eg.-  protest  he  called  out  aiding 


the  .aoer.bly  to  wftkc  the  motions  for  hip.,  Thit  was  wholly 


p.en  some  member  of  th©  Assembly  atked  whether  the  vi eu  of  the 
opvaX 3b1o  '.  itself  nipJ  -  not  be  expressed  inasmuch  as  r.  :  ,leson  had  ar¬ 
gued  for  the  oi  nr  i  tv  o.  '  •  >  :  ~  ^  1  arkod  the  ?•••  ©  hip  whether  there  ran  an, 

oh; nation  o  th w  ■  rf.  of  np  one  .  from  the  hot-  i. anion  arid  vhon  t  ere 

wat  one  Judge  "race  spoke  oi  tne  purely  constitutional  aspecte  of  the 
que&tion  fioid  r.  harkness  ,i&  the  same.  "here  is  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  -  .  ether  a  Judicial  omr.' ssion  is  a  General  .  rreruly  oesjittee  or  not. 

If  it  is  a  committee,  m:  some  hold,  then,  its  -Jhairnsn  ■••;■■-.  other  members 

would  have  a  right  to  speak  |.  if  it  is  not  each  a  oar.  it  tee,  and  I  am  Inclined 
to  take  this  view,  then,  its  ■  ■:&;■■! ere  ought  not  to  ope. -A .  hat  irrep;. pari¬ 
ties  there  were  ho.  ever  on  this  matter  were  on  both  sides  r-nJ  no  member  of 


the  majority  of  the  Judicial  amission 
did,  in  .  .eking  motions* 


■:.t ed  Jo  do  vdi  g 


0  £On 


n  voting  or.  the  question  of  review,  it. 


bt  C';  c-o'.ilf  red  that 


right  to  do  so,  pari ice l <arly  some  from  the  ynod 
should  have  tried  to  prevent  this,  although  our 

he;  are  not  en- 


tnembera  voted  who  had 
of  Bew  'ork.  1  think 

Joust!  tution  lays  the  duty  of  refraining  from  voting  wl.tr 
titled  to  it  no  upon  the  honor  of  the  comuise loners  and  does  not  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  iderator*  )  think,  however,  that  the  moderator  ought  to  ae- 
sui>-  th;  n  duty.  I  did  not  do  so  in  alifomia  in  this  case  because  1  had 
jot  done  so  in  the  .  receding  cases  for,  in  truth,  it  cat-  not  in  my  mind  at  all, 
and  because,  further,  I  could  not  have  one  so  if  I  s.nA  tried*  ;vur  law  re¬ 


quires  not  only  that  members  of  interested 

vote  vha  i us  not  Jeer 


also  that  no  one  it, 


s? 


qu 


l  rei 


wiFU  R*-. 


;CO 


ming.  ix 

of  the  curt.  la  .  &r»  yran 
entrances  could  not  be  guarded*  -r .  hud 

instructions  r.ot  to  adit  astepir-y  one  after  tie 
convened.  1  warned  mw  Jens  not  to  leave, 
dozens  of  coracirs loners  found  their  wag  in 


j ud i  c a  t  -  < •  1  o s  < ; id p  not  vote  U i r. 

present  at  the 

ttjf-y  not  coro  rid  *o  during  the 
e  met  in  a r.  enourmous  hall  whnae 


.,t  least  one 


ni ;  sooner  from  one 


nor 8  spool nc 
rt  and  as  it. 

•<  'ITZ*  '  Yl  ;8 

j.Avn*gr.  openings  in  the  certains 
the  most  com.ervntiv©  presbyteries 


g®  nad  { 
opening  o t 

7  r.  Jt  Up 


voted  a  j  o-n.-nv  in  in  the  v<  s .  r.ldhle  of  the  proc®: .dings*  he  cot  rdf.  Corner* 
ore  not  sitting  by  districts  and  there  was  no  way  of  controlling  then* 
own  jttJgment  would  be  that  whatever  errors  may  have  beer,  committed  on 
one  Fide  were  quite  fully  counterbalanced  by  similar  errors  on  the  other. 


hen  the  esorhly  adjourned  that  da;/,  1 


doc  ly  distressed  over 


the  .  roceedlngB  and  consulted  at  once  .  ith  some  of  the  most  turetwerthy 
vien  on  both  sides.  'hey  were  agreed  that  the  errors  just  about  counter¬ 
balanced  one  ano ther,  that  it  had  not  been  po&ei ole  to  ]  /event  ueek,  sind 

r*t  there  wsu  no  ir  of  undoing  th  oir  effects;.  ecordlnply  the  next  morning 
i  stated  the  whole  matter  fhlly  to  the  Assembly  with  the-  result  that  the 


■V- 


-ristian 
~*a  as 


•  E20.'". blv  voted  without  diligent  to  a,;;  rove  the  minutes  of  the  previous  day’s 
roceadings  and,  then,  later  it;  voted  to  r  prove  the  minutes  which  cor  talned 

case  was  finally  and  constitutionally 

settled. 


petition  addressed  e  General  Assembly  to  re-open  the  cage 

and  •  i  v  of  the  articles  -Itch  have  appeared  in  the  Presbyterian*  have  rested 
on  misapprehensions  or  misstate  r  ents  of  facta,  or  on  ignorance  of  the  l&v.  of  the 
•-■huray..  The  whole  setter  -ma  brought  before  the  recent  ^>sc.bly  and  the  peti- 

rred  to  the  'oxritfce©  of  fills  and 
constitutional  uestions  involved 
fha  Cormifctoo  on  loliiy  brought 


tion 

which 

had  beer 

larg 

ply 

:  :  an u  %  ni  ro 

ventures , 

mid  by  t 

r 

i  » c*  «  ■  - 

OPi.  . 

it  to®  the  urc 

were 

referred  to  th 

o  Aoar.it 

tee  on  olity. 

in  a 

report 

to  the 

Aasa” 

blp 

proving,  as  i 

Law  t 

?.nd  precedents. 

tin  t 

the 

case  as  defi 

by  tl 

i?  ^S80 

nfcly  of 

1927  , 

and 

the  Assembly 

he 

doctrine  of 

the 

Virgin  birth  i 

case  as  it  caste  to  the 


is  not  appear  in  tho  record  of  this 
-  .  q  .  .  at  oecrJr.o  '  iuvolvedPt;rv  , 

there  should  hav«-  been  such  action  in  the  lov- @r  judicatory  us  v  ould  have  brought 
it  into  the  record.  Or.  th.  record  fs  inaction  v-a:-  clear  and  t  a  -'ieneral 
Assembly  clearly  decided  it.  e  you.  Hum,  1  believe  unequivocally  in  the  fact 
of  the  virgin  2irth  of  Our  Lord  e  fact  of  Hie  bodily  esuasetion  and 

in  Hie  miracles.  I  believe  that  He  is  note  and  greater  than  any  of  the  creeds  re- 
preset- 1  fia,  but  1  do  not  believe  that  v-e  p;  remote  the  acceptance  of  these  beliefs 
by  our  litigious  proc. uses  end,  certainly,  not  by  tripling  on  our  Constitution, 
e  cannot  hope  to  do  good  bp  ^oing  wrong* 


All  this  is  just  a  .er&ofi&l  explanation  for  you.  Tt.it  c.-.se  is  settle  . 
lb*  record*  of  the  fkmeral  .tceenbly  In  the  natter  are  authentic  rnd  accurate,  &nd 
the  decisions  that  were  ranched  constitutional  and  pu; 

®»U  r#  alone  now  and  go  on  in  ri*ds.t  and  vise  ways  to  proclaim  the 
f :c%b  and  to  prove  them  convincingly  and  persuasively  to  the  minds 


great  h  ri  sti  an 
find  hearts  of 


ith  -'Vi:  regard. 


rour  sincere  friend. 
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January  30,  1928. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  delay  in  answering  my  letter  was 
not  a  serious  matter.  When  Dr.  Pitch  appeared  De- 
fore  the  Presbytery's  Committee  on  the  examination 
of  candidates  his  answers  were  so  explicit  that  we 
unanimously  recommended  him  for  membership  in  the 
Kev;  York  Presbytery.  Unless  he  answered  with  reser¬ 
vation  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will 
be  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  ministerial  mem¬ 
bership  of  this  Presbytery,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
his  fine  ability  will  do  much  to  build  up  the  Park 
Avenue  Church. 

1’be  questions  I  raised  in  my  letter  to 
you  appear  to  be  under  consideration  in  the  Presby¬ 
tery,  and  if  sufficient  attention  is  given  to  the 
calls  which  are  made  by  churches  before  the  candidates 
are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
difficulties  which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  letter  to 
you  may  be  obviated. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  kindly 
interest  and  to  assure  you  of  my  great  admiration 
for  the  splendid  work  you  are  doing  in  so  many  ways 
and  on  such  a  large  scale. 

Most  sincerely  yours. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Spser, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

Dew  York  City. 


JPiAS. 


^Wr.  Speer 


September  14,1927 


Dr.  U.  G.  ’  enpenhall. 

Building. 

Boar  Dr.  Mendenhall, 

In  reply  to  your  telephone  message  this  morning  Mi-.  Speer 
wishes  me  to  let  you  know  that  it  may  not  he  possible  for  hi  to  come  to 
the  meeting  of  hr.  Sei  gain’s  Special  Committee  of  'll  even  on  Thursday 
September  Sand  at  2:00  P.Ii.  He  has  morning  and  afternoon  engagements 
with  the  Committee  of  Bef  re  nee  and  Course! .  He  will  try  to  get  a-  ay 
if  possible.  He  cert  . ini.  hopes  that  hr.  fudge  and  Hr.  ork  will 
be  present  at  the  meeting. 

J 

Sine  ere  1;  ours. 

Sec.  to  :’r.  Speer. 
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PRESBYTERY  OF  NEW  YORK 
Rev.  H.  G.  Mendenhall.  D,  D.,  Stated  Clerk 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
Phone  Chelsea  9835 


September  14 ,  1927. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

Dear  Dr.  Speer  : 

Dr.  Keigwin,  Chairman  of  our  Special 
Committee  of  Eleven  desires  me  to  extend  to  you  an 
invitation  to  meet  with  this  committee  on  Ihuroday, 
September  22nd  at  2  P.M.  in  room  825  of  this  building, 
to  consider  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  of 
Fifteen.  Dr.  Work  and  Dr.  Mudge  have  been  invited, 
to  this  meeting.  I  trust  you  will  be  there. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Class  of  Service 

This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  char¬ 
acter  is  indicated  by 
a  symbol  in  the  check 
or  in  the  address. 
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WE  S' TE  RN 
UNION 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PRESIDENT 


J.  C.  WILLEVER.  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on 

Received  at  427  So.  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.  Telephone  Wabash  4321 
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SYMBOLS 

BLUE 

Day  Letter 

NTTE 

Night  Message 

NL 

Night  Letter 

LCO 

Deferred 

CLT 

Cable  Letter 

WLT 

Week  End  Letter  . 
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DR  ROBERT  E  SPEER. 

DRAKE  HOTEL  CHICAGO  ILL. 

THANK  YOU  FOR  INTEREST  AND  SOLICITUDE  SHOWN  IN  YOUR  LETTER 
CONFERENCES  ARE  BEING  HELD  WE  ARE  PROCEEDING  WITH  A  CLEAR 
UNDERSTANDING  OF  ISSUES  INVOLVED  MODERATOR  AND  CLERKS  OF 
PRESBYTERY  JOIN  ME  IN  ASSURING  YOU  THAT  WE  SHALL  DO  ALL  WE 
CAN  TO  PREVENT  TROUBLE. 

EDGAR  W  WORK. 


Edgar  Whitaker-  Work 
4614  Fieldston  Road 
NewYork  City 


-Mr.  Speer 


September  19,  1927. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Eleven  (Dr.  Keigwin's  Committee'! 
of  New  York  Presbytery,  on  Thursday  afternoon  of  this  week  at 
2  o'clock  in  room  825.  Dr.  Mudge  is  also  expected  to  attend. 

This  conference  grew  out  of  a  conversation  I  had  with 
Dr.  Mudge  before  the  Assembly  closed.  I  felt  the  need  of  coun¬ 
sel  in  the  affairs  of  New  York  Presbytery.  Where  does  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Commission  of  Fifteen  leave  us  in  dealing  with  stu¬ 
dents?  What  advantage  may  we  take  justly  of  this  report?  May 
we  not  hope,  if  we  deal  wisely  with  the  subject  now,. to  bring 
the  whole  problem  of  our  students  into  a  better  condition? 

V  ** 

Dr.  Mudge  suggested  such  a  conference  as  we  are  now 
holding.  The  Presbytery  voted  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Eleven,  and  it  is  this  Committee  that  earnestly  de¬ 
sires  the  presence  of  the  Moderator  and  Stated  Clerk  on  Thursday. 
I  am  personally  most  anxious  to  see  a  now  era  in  New  York 
Presbytery,  with  the  influence  of  the  Report  of  our  Commission 
to  help  us.  There  is,  I  think,  no  doubt  that  the  Assembly  is 
willing  in  general  to  trust  its  Presbyteries  to  do  their  work. 

But  how  can  this  be  brought  to  pass  in  this  particular  Presby¬ 
tery? 


Hoping  to  see  you  at  the  meeting, 
I  am, 


Sincerely  yours, 

^  krLuiC, 

p.S.  I  have  just  telephoned  to  Dr.  Mudge' s  office  and  find 
that  he  will  not  return  from  abroad  until  October.  This  makes 
me  all  the  more  anxious  to  have  you  with  us  in  the  Conference 
on  Thursday. 
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Mr  Speer 


September  28,  1927. 


To  the  Presbytery  of  Morris  and  Orange: 
Gentlemen: 


Since  your  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  application 
of  the  Continuing  Presbyterian  Minorities  of  Morristown  to  be 
organized  into  a  Presbyterian  Church  here  did  not  present  to 
the  Presbytery  the  facts  I  had  given  to  them  in  a  written  re¬ 
port,  which  you  should  have  fully  known  in  order  to  judge  this 
application  on  its  merits,  I  state  the  following,  taken  from 
my  draft  of  that  report: 

Prom  October  19,  1925,  to  date,  the  Continuing  Presby¬ 
terian  Minorities  have  held  their  regular  midweek  prayer  meetings. 
Attendance : 

Minimum  number  11  (on  a  very  stormy  night); 

Maximum  number  44; 

Usual  attendance  20  to  30. 

The  meetings  are  always  full  of  spiritual  life  and  interest;  of 
which  the  prayer-life  is  specially  marked. 

On  January  31,  1926,  regular  Sunday  preaching  services 
were  begun  in  the  Municipal  Building;  -  not  "held  from  time  to 
time";  -  but  cont inuing  without  any  interruption  until  now.  Some 
of  the  outstanding  preachers  of  the  Presbyterian  pulpit  have  min¬ 
istered  to  us.  And  here  I  digress  to  add  that  we  have  required 
mental  as  well  as  spiritual  fitness  for  this  service;  and  of  our 
preachers  there  were  many  D.D’s,  three  were  Ph.D’s,  two  were 
LL.D’s,  several  had  the  M.A.  degree  and  five  at  least  wore  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Key.  Intellectual  preparedness  when  in  the  leash 
of  spiritual  truth  is  a  great  help.  They  have  been  men  of  long 
experience  in  the  pulpit ,  as  well  as  young  men  just  beginning  the 
ministry,  and  all  the  way  between  these  extremes.  All  preached 
with  spiritual  power  and  have  been  very  helpful  to  us.  They  have 
been  regularly  paid  from  $20.  to  $35.  per  Sunday.  The  Communion 
Service  has  been  held  approximately  every  two  months  and  at  the 
last  one,  held  on  September  11,  seventy  persons  were  present. 

Four  children  and  one  adult  were  baptized.  There  were  sixty- 
five  communicants.  On  that  basis,  and  allowing  for  absences  from 
town  -  people  still  on  vacation  perhaps,  or  sick  or  absent  from 
other  causes,  we  feel  justified  in  believing  our  group  to  be  well 
above  one  hundred  souls.  We  do  not,  of  course,  count  the 
Sunday  School  children  in  this  estimate,  but  only  actual  members 
of  some  Presbyterian  or  other  evangelical  church,  who  attend  our 
services.  This  congregation  supports  a  native  pastor  in  China. 


2. 


In  November,  1925,  our  Women’s  Missionary  Society  was 
formed,  meeting  fortnightly  for  the  two  past  winters.  ^ It  numbers 
about  twenty-five  ladies,  who  have  contributed  to  Missionary  work 
in  Persia,  India,  Borneo,  Corea  and  to  a  Jewish  Mission  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  who  have  sent  boxes  to  the  Mountain  Whites,  to  aged 
negro  Christians  in  Virginia,  and  to  the  Parsippany  Home.  During 
half  an  hour  of  each  meeting  last  year  for  ten  or  twelve  times,  a 
Mission  Study  Class  was  conducted.  The  text-book  was  "Moslem 
Women" ,  and  the  ladies  seemed  much  interested  in  this  period  of 
" study  while  you  sew" . 


On  July  18,  1926,  our  Sunday  School  was  first  opened 
with  eleven  members.  It  has  been  held  every  Sunday  since  that 
date .  The  present  enrollment  is  74,  as  follows: 


Home  Department 
Active  members 
Cradle  Roll 


12 

(children  26 
(adults  29 
7 


No  child  has  been  bribed  to  get  children  from  other  Sunday 
Schools.  That  insinuation  was  in  error. 


This  Sunday  School  supports  its  own  Bible  Woman  in 
China  and  has  donated  $20.  to  the  Market  Street  Mission. 

None  of  the  benevolences  of  the  congregation,  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Society  or  the  Sunday  School,  are  covered  by 
the  Treasurer’s  report.  They  are  just  the  overflow  of  our 
hearts’  gratitude  to  God;  -  not  our  necessary  expense  account  - 
and  we  hope  they  may  greatly  increase  from  year  to  year. 

The  Treasurer  reported  every  obligation  fully  met  to 
date  and  $845.  bank  balance  on  hand,  A  contingent  fund  of  special 
contributions  took  care  of  outfitting  the  work  with  the  most 
necessary  equipment,  over  and  above  the  regular  running  expense 
account  of  the  Treasurer. 


Your  Committee  wanted  a  full  list  of  all  the  Minority 
members.  There  is  no  such  list,  for  since  we  are  not  a  church 
there  is  no  enrollment  of  members  of  our  congregation.  Nor  have 
I  kept  formal  secretarial  minutes.  I  have  been  far  too  busy  to 
do  that  and  it  has  not  seemed  to  us  to  be  necessary.  The  Treas¬ 
urer’s  books  were  asked  for,  but  since  the  list  of  contributors 
and  the  individual  amounts  given  were  confidential,  Mr.  Carson 
gave  your  Committee  all  the  data  he  could  without  breaking  his 
pledge  to  the  congregation.  We  have  not  intended  to  conceal 
anything  of  constructive  value  to  your  Committee,  but  some  con¬ 
sideration  was  due  also  to  the  congregation  we  represented 
especially  since,  as  we  suspected,  your  Committee  was  prejudiced. 

We  are  not  a  church  as  yet,  and  have  not  been  keeping  Presby- 
terial  records.  The  ages  of  our  people  were  asked  for;  -  rather 
an  unusual  request  -  and  a  questionnaire  was  sent  out  to  a  large 
number  concerning  that,  among  other  items.  The  replies  came  in 
slowly  and  the  requested  result  was  not  attained.  Representative 
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members,  however,  roughly  estimate  that  of  our  congregation  general¬ 
ly  speaking,  25%  are  between  15  and  35  years;  45/£  are  between  35 
and  65  years;  50%>  are  over  65,  and  that  this  latter  rather  large 
percentage  indicates  that  the  people  who  built  the  South  Street 
Church  are  very  largely  with  us.  No  children  signed  our  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  new  church  nor  any  other  paper  presented  by  us  at  any 
time.  The  conclusion  that  twenty-five  children  signed  the  appli¬ 
cation  drawn  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  from  his 
personal  inspection  of  the  handv/riting  of  the  signers  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  for  a  new  church  is  clearly  erroneous,  since  no  child  was  a 
signer.  The  youngest  signer  appears  to  be  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  old,  and  is  quite  competent  to  sign  as  no  property  transfer 
was  involved.  Anyone  regretting  his  or  her  signature  has  only 
personally  to  request  its  withdrawal  and  it  will  be  immediately 
crossed  out.  That  has  been  done  several  times  on  our  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  court  case  papers  in  the  past.  We  only  desire  those  to  stand 
with  us  who  can  do  so  from  conviction. 

All  of  the  above  data  has  been  culled  from  the  records 
of  sub-committees,  from  circular  letters,  press  notices,  the  file 
of  records  in  our  case,  etc.  It  took  me  hours ,  at  a  very  busy 
time,  to  assemble  the  data  and  present  an  absolutely  accurate  re¬ 
port  to  your  Committee. 

There  were  other  reasons  also  for  our  wanting  to  be 
formed  into  a  church.  We  cannot  receive  new  members  on  confes¬ 
sion,  of  their  faith  or  by  letter,  until  this  is  done.  This  rea¬ 
son  is  one  of  paramount  importance. 

There  were  at  least  eighteen  hundred  Presbyterians  in 
Morristown  two  years  ago;  now  there  may  be  two  thousand,  for 
Morristown  is  growing  rapidly,  but  I  do  not  think,  as  some  others 
do,  that  the  number  can  be  placed  safely  above  two  thousand.  The 
church  on  the  park  does  not  seat  nine  hundred.  It  is  only  filled 
at  Christmas  and  Easter,  and  the  congregations  then  by  actual 
count  were  just  over  eight  hundred,-  804,  812,  etc.  Usually  less 
than  four  hundred  attend  the  morning  service.  How  are  the  others 
to  be  provided  for?  They  are  not  provided  for  now.  The  joint 
Sunday  School  is  not  as  large  or  as  well  attended  -  so  those  who 
attend  there  constantly  tell  me  -  as  the  South  Street  Church 
Sunday  School  alone  was,  ten  years  ago.  Pondering  these  facts, 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  remark  that  one  of  your  number  at 
Presbytery  made  that  !,one  church  had  become  extinct11 .  is  literally 
true.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  no  more  nor  as  much  is  being 
done  today  by  this  new  'inerged11  church  than  was  done  by  either  of 
these  churches  when  Dr.  Erdman  and  Dr.  Macnaughtan  were  their 
pastors.  Presbyterianism  has  been  smashed  in  Morristown  by  de¬ 
structive  Modernistic  methods. 

At  the  meeting  of  our  Executive  Committee  with  Presby¬ 
tery's  Committee  of  Inquiry,  we  referred  them  to  our  last  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  General  Assembly,  since  we  did  not  wish  to  discuss 
Mr.  Howard  or  the  other  church,  -  certainly  not  unless  Mr.  Howard 
were  present.  Three  times  we  thus  referred  to  the  data  already 
clearly  and  fully  stated  in  the  case,  once  having  been  presented 
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to  the  Presbytery  and  several  times  to  other  church  courts  in 
writing.  But  they  insisted  on  a  discussion  of  those  matters 
wi th  them  that  night .  As  we  were  unprepared  for  this,  natural¬ 
ly  we  were  cautious  in  our  replies.  It  is  not  necessary  for  a 
lamb  to  be  over-confidential  with  a  lion,  but  when  direct  ques¬ 
tions  were  put  to  me,  I  answered  them  as  I  believe  to  be  true 
and  as  I  should  have  answered  them  had  Mr.  Howard  been  present. 

I  wish  a  dictagraph  record  of  this  meeting  might  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Presbytery  last  Tuesday.  There  was  little  feeling 
save  sorrow  shown  against  Mr.  Howard’s  merging  of  the  churches 
here,  and  nothing  as  far  as  I  can  remember  was  said  against  his 
character.  1  have  never  done  such  a  thing,  as  very  many  can 
witness.  The  situation  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  any  other 
Modernist  were  in  his  place.  Apart  from  his  Modernistic  teach¬ 
ings  and  policies,  we  have  nothing  whatever  against  Mr.  Howard. 

I  like  him  very  much  personally.  Why  not?  If  I  had  been  offer¬ 
ed  five  minutes  of  Presbytery’s  time  and  the  privileges  of  the 
floor,  I  could  have  cleared  away  much  of  the  misunderstanding 
that  was  so  evident  last  Tuesday.  I  am  surprised  that  Mr. Howard 
himself  sat  still;  for  though  I  have  frankly  from  the  first  op¬ 
posed  some  of  his  theological  teachings  and  some  of  his  policies 
also,  I  have  always  been  only  kind  and  friendly  to  him  and  to 
his  family.  He  knows  that  perfectly  well  and  I  have  tangible 
proofs  of  it  which  may  be  seen  at  any  time.  It  is  idle  to  ask 
for  an  Indictment  for  heresy  against  any  Modernist  -  for  today 
the  situation  is  not  expressed  by  the  formula  "I  do  not  believe", 

but  by  "I  believe,  but, --but,-  but - ",  a  far  more  insidious 

mode  of  attack,  but  one  not  foreseen  by  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
However,  God  can  work  and  we  believe  He  will,  in  these  matters. 

Regarding  the  "chivalrous"  remarks  about  me  by  Dr. 
McMillan  and  others  during  the  discussion  following  the  reading 
of  the  report,  allow  me  to  say  that  they  v/ere  evidently  made  by 
persons  who  do  not  know  me  at  all.  No  one  who  knows  me  would 
accuse  mo  of  any  personal  bitterness  toward  Mr.  Howard  or  of 
"parrying"  or  in  any  other  way  trying  to  evade  a  straightforward 
answer  £o  any  question  where  such  a  reply  is  legitimately  due. 

As  far^any  of  the  remarks  may  have  been  aimed  at  me  personally, 
they  failed  to  injure,  and  I  forgive  them  for  Christ’s  sake  and 
wish  to  forget  them  completely. 

I  thank  the  Presbytery  for  having  similar  allegations 
against  our  group  stricken  from  the  report  of  the  Committee* 
Incidentally,  may  I  say  I  am  not  "a  dominant  personality".  I  am 
not  on  the  Prayer  Meeting  Committee  nor  on  the  Sunday  School 
Committee  nor  am  I  an  officer  in  the  Missionary  Society  of  our 
group.  I  was  away  In  1925  when  the  "Protest  and  Appeal"  was 
being  signed  and  only  secured  seven  names  for  it  on  my  return 
in  September*  And  I  have  been  away  all  this  summer  and  am 
only  responsible  for  two  names  on  our  Application  for  a  new 
church,  to  my  real  regret.  I  did  conduct  the  Mission  Study 
class,  for  I  know  Mohammedan  women  well,  and  have  been  in  scores 
of  their  homes,  I  am  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
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managing  a  rather  full  correspondence  during  the  past  one  and  a 
half  years,  and  I  fill  in  wherever  I  can  he  of  use  in  providing 
spiritual  comfort  in  the  services  for  this  group.  I  am  only  a 
private  doing  my  bit.  For  a  character  reference,  I  refer  you 
to  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer. 

I  wish  to  personally  thank  Dr.  Macnaughtan,  the  "grand 
old  man"  of  the  Presbytery,  for  his  courageous  and  judicial  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  situation  and  its  requirements.  He  has  known 
Morristown,  and  my  family  much  longer  than  Mr.  Howard  or  anyone 
else  in  the  Presbytery,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  Presbytery 
did  not  follow  his  wise  advice. 

There  was  one  other  voice  in  the  discussion  which 
especially  caught  my  attention.  The  speaker  is  unknown  to  me,- 
but  he  said  "Why  not  let  these  people  form  their  own  church? 

They  are  only  standing  for  the  old  Faith  which  we  all  once  be¬ 
lieved."  Oh,  the  pathos  of  that  confession'.  Why  not  believe 
it  now?  The  whole  revelation  of  God,  without  cutting  out  parts 
of  it  and  putting  a  private  interpretation  upon  other  parts;  why 
not  believe  it  all ,  now?  To  lose  faith  in  any  part  of  the 
revelation  of  God  is  to  limit  Him  and  weaken  oneself  just  so  far. 
If  the  whole  Presbytery  of  Morris  and  Orange  could  but  accept  the 
Word  of  God  in  its  entirety  to  mean  exactly  and  only  what  it  says , 
and  submit  to  its  glorious  authority,  I  believe  a  revival  would 
break  out  in  these  counties,  which  would  be  wonderful.  In  your 
approaching  "Retreat",  will  you  not  ponder  together  these  words 
in  relation  to  your  action  of  last  Tuesday: 

"inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  My  brethren,  ye  did  it  not  to  me." 

This  letter  Is  from  me  only.  It  does  not  come  from 
our  Continuing  Presbyterian  Minorities,  either  individually  or 
}  collectively.  Your  action  of  Tuesday  has  freed  us,  and  we  may 
,  proceed  now,  conscious  that  we  did  our  ecclesiastical  duty  In 
applying  first  to  the  Presbytery. 

1-1  -  .*  ^  1  , 

Very  cordially  yours. 


tf' 

18  Franklin  Place 
A  *5#  Morristown,  Hew  Jersey. 


j  *  4  i  i  l.. 


. 

if . 


0-vva*-  J^.'T  viX'uj'  Xuut  ir-  AvtX 

^  V  ^  JiA’  cltvvwix.  ,  xPt~  "Vt c£tci\^  ^ 

^  Vvw^xt"  ia^Axavo  s  JU X  W^y^oL.  *  'hwf' 


Mr-  Speer 


iSepteciber  12,1927 


Kiss  Adeline  .  .  Owen, 

16  Franklin  Place, 

Lforristovm,  '.J« 

\  dear  :.iss  Owen, 

1  wrote  you  the  enclosed  letter  when  I  was  at  Lakeville  but, 
as  you  will  see  with  inexcusable  thoughtlessness  addressed  it  to 
Plainfield  instead  of  orristown.  Please  forgive  me  for  what  iousu 
wave  seemed  to  you  apparent  rerulssneas  in  acknowledging  your  letter 
which  came  to  ne  there.  I  have  also  written  to  you  since  coming 
back  to  few  York.  I  trust  that  letter  reached  you  safely. 

ith  kind  regards, 


'"our  sincere  friend. 


jC 


Mr.  Speer 


September  9,1927 


Miss  Adeline  .  Owen, 

16  Franklin  Place, 

1  orris town,  N .  J . 

lily  dear  Miss  Owen, 

On  returning  to  New  York  I  found  your  letter  of  August  21st  to 
me  and  your  note  of  August  27th  to  Mrs.  Bidwell.  It  wat  because  of  my 
instructions  to  rs .  Biciwell  that  she  had  opened  the  letter,  although  it 
was  marked  '’Personal.'  My  experience  is  that  about  one  letter  out  of  twenty 
of  those  which  come  to  mg  office  marked  personal  is  personal  in  any  sense 
hatever.  Df  letters  are  marked  "Private  ana  Confidential’  of  course 
they  are  kept  unopened  but  even  such  letters  have  often  nothing  in  them 
that  is  private  or  confidential, but  are  simply  so  marked  with  the  idea, I 
su  ose,  th  t  they  will  secure  special  consideration.  Any  letter  that  is 
really  of  a  very  personal  natu;  e  t  ill  aeeiu.jbe.rbnt  at  once  in  the  first 
sentence  or  so, and  will  be  at  once  so  regarded. 

I  trust  you  will  excuse  Mrs.  Bidwell  of  any  dereliction.  Miss 
Connell  and  she  are  scrupulously  careful  in  all  matters. 

I  am  glad  that  you  fund  Stony  Brook  so  helpful.  1  have  spoken  there 
several  times  but  never  I  think  at  this  particular  conference.  The  last  time 
I  saw  Dr.  Carson  was  at  Stony  Brook,  at  a  commencement  of  a  school  there  of 
whose  Board  of  Trustees  he  was  President. 

I  had  already  Mr.  Catkin  Roberts*  pamphlet,  which  I  return  herewith. 
His  statement  with  regard  to  Dr.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
our  Board  is  wholly  untrue.  Dr.  Chapman  was  a  member  of  our  Board  for  some 
years.  hen  he  and  Dr.  Ottman  care  back  from  their  trip  around  the  world 
they  met  with  our  Board  a  whole  evening  at  which  time  they  made  reports.  They 
spoke  of  some  missionaries  in  regard  to  whom  they  had  misgivings  but  none  were 
of  our  Church  end  in  answer  to  specific  questions  they  cleared  our  Missions 
which  they  had  visited  of  any  suspicion.  1  do  not  know  Mr.  Roberts  personally, 
but  I  had  some  very  unsatisfactory  correspon  ence  with  him  when  he  was  in  this 
country  several  years  a  o,  which  I  should  be  very  glad  to  show  you  at  any  time. 

He  made  some  statements  in  an  address  ;  t  Memphis  which  were  utterly  false,  and 
when  these  statements  were  explicitly  contradicted  by  Dr.  Swing,  Dr.  J.  J.  Lucas 
and  Dr.  Janvier, Mr.  Roberts  equivocated  and  evaded  and,  ultimately,  declined 
honorably  to  retract  his  false  statements  or  to  make  any  apologies  to  those 
whom  he  had  slandered. 

ith  regard  to  his  pamphlet,  I  think  there  are  a  num:  er  of  statements 
which  are  open  to  grave  objection.  As  you  and  I  know  there  is  enough  to  cause 
anxiety  and  distress  and  the  cause  of  true  Christian  loyalty  needs  all  the  faith¬ 
ful  support  that  can  be  given  to  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  helped  by 

the  spirit  or  tone  or  substance  of  much  that  Mr.  Roberts  has  said. 
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Miss  A.  V.  Owen,  p.  2 

Our  real  problem  is  the  positive  and  constructive  P™ble^as  to 
what  we  car,  do  to  raise  up  among  the  younger  men  and  women  tl,ey  eateBt 

of  faithful  "believers  and  faithful  witnesses  to  whom  Christ  ™ 

of  ail  convictions  ;nd  ihe  deepest  of  all  -a-HUos  and  who  wrrl  show  n 
their  O'  n  lives  and  proclaim  in  their  message  the  fall  ..ew  .estament  oo 
of  Hin  and  His  gospel. 


ith  kind  regard. 


‘Tery  cordially  yours. 


BISSsC. 


W*  ^>^7  Mr*  Speer 
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June  28,  1927. 


i  Ad o  1  i ne  »  O'Sen , 
18  Franklin  Place, 

Morris > own,  J. 


3!y  door  '?i3s  Owens 

...  ,  renortea  to  you  over  tho  telephone  in  'an  Francisco ,  I  received 
our  note  of  June  1st  »ith  the  accompanying  papers  wsieta,  after  1  h <i  r,- 
turned  the.  to  you  as  you  requested  for  signature  I  re**  ™  «ve  to 
Dr.  fudge  t,  deposit  .1th  tho  other  •.oenr-nt.  of  the  aenoral  see  » 
think  there  were  several  papers  like  yours  tiled  vith  ni  .  1 

,  the  other  ludicial  cases.  ;one  ot  them  made  an-;  tor  max 

protest  to  be  entered  on  the  General  Assembly’s  records  and  answwsed  If  the 
Assembly  desired  so  to  do  but  I  think  they  did  wish  to  leave  some  statemen 
vith  or!  \ludge  as  stated  Olerfc.  'Te  will  preserve  your  papers  in  the  *  me 

way  wit  these. 

As  to  your  problem  in  Morristown,  1  wish  1  were  intelligent  enough 
and  wise  enough  to  be  of  some  service  but  indeed  I  am  not.  dut  I 

deal  of  confidence  in  Or.  Brank  and  even  though  the  d®c^^  c.  t>iQ 
of  the  Presbytery  of  which  he  was  a  member  may  not  have  satis- 
TiZ  loZ  I  do  not  beUeve'thero  is  anyone  with  whom  you  could  more  help- 
fully  advise  or  who  would  seek  more  earnestly  to  see  tnat  only  mat  is 
rlP-ht  and  lust  to  all  and  by  ail  should  be  done.  I  am  sending  hi.,  a  cop. 
cf  this  letter  so  that  if  you  care  to  confer  with  hi*  he  will,  I  arc  sure, 

be  ready  to  nelp  in  any  way  that  he  can. 

•:ith  hdnd  regard,  I  am 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


tfs/y 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
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Forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forward 
unto  those  things  which  are  before,  I  (we)  press  toward  the  niarisj^ 
ithe  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  Phil.  3:  13, 

The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of  the  forujgr, 
and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace — HAGGAi  2:9.  v 


After  a  most  intensely  interesting  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.,  your  representatives 
there  have  returned  much  encouraged  as  to  the  future  of  the 
Church-at-large  for  many  things  did  not  happen  as  reported  in  the 
press.  True  our  own  case  was  finally  turned  down,  as  were  all 
other  doctrinal  cases  this  year.  We  regret  that,  though  we  were 
fully  prepared  for  it.  But  we  believe  a  new  chapter  of  our  history 
is  now  open  wide  before  us,  and  that  in  spite  of  all  appearances , 
rumors ,  etc.,  it  will  be  one  of  cheer  and/  gladness .  Let  all  hearts 
be  filled  with  hope  and  unity.  Let  not  one  fail  to  do  his  or  her 
FULL  PART  loyally  to  meet  our  opportunity . 

We  have  messages  of  counsel  and  greeting  for  you  from 
many  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country  who  are  profoundly 
stirred  by  the  merits  of  our  case.  Let  EVERYONE  who  wishes  to 
see  a  Presbyterian  Church  established  here,  where  the  whole  Bible 
will  be  honored  and  preached  as  the  very  inspired  Word  of  God, 
and  Christ  our  Lord  will  be  extolled  and  worshiped  as  God,  as  well 
as  the  only  Holy  Man  of  Whom  every  declaration  ijhPurHohj  Scrip¬ 
tures  is  absolutely  and  literally  true— come  next  iPuHmSff-  evening 
to  10  Community  Place,  at  8  o’clock.  Let  ALL  Presbyterians  who 
are  interested  come — whether  they  have  ever  been  members  of  the 
two  Morristown  Presbyterian  Churches  or  not.  Let  no  one  come 
from  mere  curiosity — for  we  must  have  unity  and  loyalty  from  the 
outset.  But  let  everyone,  whose  heart  God  has  touched,  who  is 
hungry  for  the  pure  Gospel  of  Christ  in  its  completeness ,  and  who 
wishes  to  found  a  church,  where  this  need  shall  be  permanently 
met  and  needed ,  COME  and  HELP.  Each  one  is  needed — NOW. 
Not  next  month,  or  next  year  but  NOW.  So  come  yourself;  get- 
all  your  Presbyterian  friends  and  neighbors  who  may  be  of  like 
mind  to  COME;  get  those  from  nearby  towns  or  communities  to 
COME.  Write  to  friends  at  a  distance  to  pray  for  us.  Come — all 
of  us— in  the  spirit  of  Prayer,  for  “With  God  all  things  are  pos¬ 
sible’’— “And  we  are  Christ’s  and  Christ  is  God’s.” 


^ij 


Mr 


^resbgtcr^  of  (ttmcmitati 

itcfc.  lEbfaarh  ®.  ^faiggelt,  D-D- 
JSiaieb  Clerk 

^ 2X32  jit-  Slaraes  *fW5C  El  VED 

(ttincitmatt,  ©Ijtji 

nil  14  1927 

Robert  3S.  Speer,  B.jJ.  , 

Rev;  York.,  N.Y.,  g^r 


ifvvk 


/U., 


July  11,  192?. 


My  Dear  Dr.  3peer  * 

The  3tated  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati  was 
instructed  to  communicate  with  you  in  reference  to  the  status  of  foreign 
Missionary  J.L.  Hartzell,  Prae,  Siam. 


Mr.  Hart Zell  was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati  many  years 
ago,  and  his  name  has  been  carried  on  the  roll  of  this  Presbytery  of 
Cincinnati  ever  since.. 


His  name  has  appeared  in  the  Minutes  of  the  G.A.,  for  some  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  North  Siam.  It  does  not  appear  how  he 
became  a  member  of  that  Presbytery,,,  MJ^J^..aerIlb0r’* 

\  --I**-!  ■  ,  u-:- 

Manifestly  there  is  an  impropriety  somewhere,  as  the  reduplication 
of  his  name  would  amount  to  padding  of  the  rolls  of  ministers. 


With  delightful  memory  of 


our  meeting  in  San 


Francico , 
(£< <^ry^-v~c ^ 


Q  ^  SitnJu'cfo- 


GIRARD  COLLEGE 
PHILADELPHIA 
STATION  C 


PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE 


RECEIVED 


June  24, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,N.Y, 

Dear  Robert: 

I  have  read  yours  of  June  22  to  Dr.  Sailer, 
and  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  misjudging 
of  your  position.  Indeed,  I  do  not  see  that  there 
was  any  ground  for  the  position  taken  by  Dr.  Sailer 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

Personally,  I  stand  with  Dr.  Brown  and  yourself  for 
the  historic  position  of  our  Board,  that  the  purpose  for 
which  we  are  in  the  foreign  field  is  the  dissemination 
of  the  Gospel.  That  is,  and  should  be,  the  central  problem 
or  project  of  our  undertaking.  To  make  religious  teaching 
in  our  institutions  incidental  or  optional  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  against  the  great  fundamental  .purpose  for  which 
presumably  we  are  all  working,  and  for  my  simple  self,  I  had 
rather  have  us  withdraw  our  schools  altogether  than  to  give 
up  their  primary  and  sole  religious  purpose. 

Dr.  Mudge  has  written  me  of  the  proposed  meeting  of  the 
Princeton  Committee  in  November. 

The  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  have  decided  for 
the  distribution  of  the  income  from  the  Rarbison  Estate  _ 
for  the  first  year.  The  whole  matter  will  come  up  for  a 
re-distribution  in  succeeding  years. 


There  are  two  questions  at  issue  in  this  matter,  both 
of  which  were  discussed  by  the  Trustees.  The  first  is  the 
question  of  the  distribution  of  the  principal  to  the  respective 
boards,  allowing  the  boards  to  handle  the  principal  as  they 
handle  other  undesignated  funds.  The  second,  is  the 
proportionate  share  of  either  income  or  principal  which  will  be 
given  to  each  board. 

I  refrained  from  entering  into  the  discussion  when 
these  matters  were  pending  in  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees, 
because  of  my  membership  on  one  of  the  boards  concerned.  I 
felt  it  was  an  indelicate  thing  for  me,  as  a  member  of  the  Foreign 
Board,  to  make  an  argument  against  the  proposal  of  equal 
distribution. 

Another  member  of  the  Trustees,  namely,  Dr.  Walter  Cherry, 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 


I  will  be  glad  to  talk  with  you  about  this  matter  in  the 
autumn.  It  might  be  that  we  could  bring  Dr.  Cherry  into  the 


PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 


GIRARD  COLLEGE 

PHILADELPHIA 

STATION  C 


Dr.  R.S. 
conference. 


June  24,  1927 


Trusting  that  you  are  going  to  have  a  restful  and 
pleasant  summer,  and  with  sincere  regards, 

Yours  faithfully,  v  ^ 


H/Z 


President 


v.  S.  Mir& 

The  Presbyterian  Board 

of 

Ministerial  Relief  and  Sustentatioh 


GEORGE  FRANCIS  GREENE, DD 
Presi  d  ent 

ORMOND  RAMBO,  ESQ. 

Vice  President 


HENRY  B.  MASTER,  D.  D. 
General  Secretary 
W.S  HOLT,  D.D.,  LL  D. 

REV.  REID  S. DICKSON 

Associate  Secretaries 

GEORGE  A. HUGGINS 
Actuary 

912,  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


JOHN  H.  GROSS, D.D. 
Treasurer 

MISS  F  JOSEPHINE  FRAME 
Assistant  Treasurer 


July  6th,  1927 . 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D  .D  . , 
1 56  Fifth  Avenue , 

Hew  York  City  . 


My  dear  Moderator:  - 


I  have  just  received  the  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  Church  dated  June  30th  and  have  read  every 
word  of  it  with  great  interest.  It  is  a  splendid  letter 
and  I  hope  will  reach  the  heart  of  every  man  to  whom  you 
have  sent  it,  as  it  most  certainly  has  touched  mine  deeply. 

With  best  wishes. 


Associate  Secretary 


wsh/hih 


LAW  OFFICES 
OF 

CHARLES  HEEBNER 


J.  CLAUDE  BEDFORD 
WILLIAM  L.  KINTER 
CHARLEMABNE  T.  WOLFE 


f&jjrvZ  Mr.  Speer 

1710  PACKARD  BUILDING 
111  SOUTH  FIFTEENTH  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 


December  34,  193^ . 

5 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

15S  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City, 


My  dear  Mr.  Spe 


Your  letter  of  yesterday  came  this 
morning  and  I  appreciate  the  very  careful  'ay. 
in  which  you  have  stated  the  advantages  cf  using 
the  four  Church  Boards  for  gifts  in  perpetuity. 

This  is  just  what  I  wanted  and  I  hope 
it  will  make  some  impression  upon  the  Scotch  Cov¬ 
enanter  clients  cf  mine. 

Wishing  you  all  the  good  things  of  the 
Christmas  season,  I  am, 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


Mto  Sp'y'T 


December  S3,  1927 
(Dictate:  do  camber  SO) 


Ur.  J.  C,  Bedford, 

1710  Packard  Building 
15th  &  Chestnut  Streets, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Ur.  Bedford; 

It  v'as  a  great  pleasure  to  see  you  hero  the  other  day  and  to 

have  those  few  moments  with  you  at  lunch  time.  I  am  afraid  it  vas  a  vary 

scanty  luncheon,  but  that  is  all  that  one  can  find  time  for  ixi  these  busy 
days, 

I  want  very  riuch  to  write  t  in  added  v\>rd  of  earnest  conviction, 

with  regard  to  the  present  work  of  our  Church  and  the  best  forms  of  benevolence 

for  our  people. 

I  believe  that  the  Boards  of  our  Chixrch  are  among  the  most- 
trustworthy  and  efficient  agencies  in  the  world.  They  have  ministered  with 
the  greatest  fidelity  and  conscience,  and  they  have  the  advantage  of  being 
continuing  nancies  bound  by  their  very  organisation  and  constitution  to 
the  continuing  mind  and  purpose  of  the  Church,  They  must  report  annually 
to  the  aneral  ssembly,  which  elects  all  their  members.  Any  one  who  visiles 
to  give  money  for  good  causes  cannot  do  better  than  to  endrtrs*. .it  to  those 
reliable  and  abiding  agencies.  Oftentimes  individual  projects  are  attract¬ 
ive  but  many  of  these  are  not  sufficiently  safeguarded  and  many  of  them  lapse 
with  the  individuals  v;ho  for  a  tine  have  projected  them.  There  could  bo  no 
such  assurance  of  careful  administration  and  of  permanence  and  continuity  as  i 
provided  in  the  responsible  Boards  of  the  Church.  Those  who  ’  ish  to  give 
for  religious  purposes  especially  would  lo  wisely  to  entrust  their  funds  to 
such  agencies  as  those  of  our  own  Church  ’egarding  hose  fidelity  there  can 
he  loss  doubt  than  regarding  any  other  organisation  of  which  v;e  know, 

I  trust  that  you  may  have  a  very  happy  Christmas  and  a  blessed 

ITew  Year, 


bds/b 


T 

u 


Very  cordially  ycurs, 


Mr.  Speeii 


Decenber  IS, 19 27 


Qnv  M.  K. 

Miss  Hattie  }  .  Brown, 

48  Henway  "errace, 
ban  Francisco,  Calif. 

&y  dear  -Tits  Brown, 

T0ur  letter  with  regard  to  the  autonomy  of  the  women’s  missionary  societies 
and  their  control  over  their  offerings  is  just  received.  At  the  time  of  the  con- 
solid, tion  of  the  hoards  of  the  hurch,  the  hone  ml  Assembly  took  the  olio  ing 
action:-  See  Kinutes  1922,  page  100  -  assuring  the  women’s  societies  that  heir 
integrity  should  be  respected :- 

'h  at  re.  t  care  ae  token  to  conserve  and  Develop  the  invalue ule 
work  done  by  women  in  the  churches  throu#>out  the  country  in  the^ interest 
of  missions  —  (1)  by  maintenance  of  the  Oman’s  Local,  r«:  by  tens!  nd 
Synodical  Societies,  and  (2)  by  affording  these  societies  op  ortunlty  to 
stake  nominat ’ ons  to  the  r  card  for  membership  on  the;  card. 

”The  General  Assembly  recognizes  the  service  which  has  been  given  to 
the  Church  for  many  years  through  the  Oman’s  Board  of  Home  missions  and  the 
' onian’s  Board  of  Foreigh  missions  and  is  fully  aware  of  the  s;  i ritual  and 
educational  value  of  the  Oman’s  missionary  program  in  the  individual  church. 

"The  General  Assembly  appreciates  the  large  morel  and  financial  re¬ 
sponsibilities  hich  these  Boards  have  assumed  "or  enterprises  established 
on  the  Koine  and  Foreign.  .  ission  Fields  and  realises  that  the  su] ;;  ort  of  tuese 
have  been  secured  only  through  the  efficient  nd  carefully  coordinated  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  women  -  synodic ally,  presbyter! ally  and  locally. 

'"The  General  Assembly  therefore  reco:  mends  that  these  agencies  oe 
maintained  at  their  present  level  of  service  and  be  held  to  their  present 
standard  of  responsibility  in  order  that  the  program  of  the  local  church  and 
the  ork  assumed  on  the  ’ission  Gield  shall  not  suffer  during  the  period  of  the 
reorganization  of  the  Boards. 


From  time  to  time  since, the  question  has  been  raised  in  the  General  ouncil 
and  each  time  the  women’s  societies  have  been  encouraged  to  go  forward  with  their 
work  in  full  control  of  their  on  activities  and  contributions. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  our  Church  of  course  the  Session  is  the  supreme 
governing  body,  subject  to  the  iresbytery  on  the  one  hand  and  the  congregation  on 

r.  Any  questions  that  arise  ought  to  be  possible  of  a  just  and  Christian 
solution  in  conference  between  the  officers  of  the  women’s  societies  and  the  pastors 
ana  elders. 

1  have  answered  your  question  in  general  terms  but  I  judge  it  relates  specifi¬ 
cally  to  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  oord  of  home  *  issions,  and 
I  am  referring  it,  accordingly,  for  any  further  reply  to  Dr.  gar-puis, Secretary  of  the 


Bias  I’ at  tie  M. 


Brov  n,p.2 


12/13/27 


\rd  of  National  Missions.  1  am  not  aware  oi  oi^limiting 

Assembly  abridging  the  freedom  of  t  ie  wor-i^n  -  -  -  *  limitations  there  may 

government  of  the  Church. 

The  specific  resolution  of  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  the  celebration 
of  the  various  anniversaries  was  as  follows* 

••That  the  General  A.~*lr  «*•  recognUlon  of  the  /nnlveraarleB  eceurrlng 

this  year  in  the  work  of  the  hoard,  namely,  the  125th 

^T^rsrir^nat. 

ollh^co^ituUon  of  the 

~burch  to  the  life  of  the  Nation  throughout  these  years,  and  urges  upon  - 
Pastors  and  the  People  that  they  make  this  an  occasion  of  mac. 
setting  aside  a  definite  period  of  time  for  this  £H>OM.  hod 

’’"’he  Assembly  further  urges  upon  the  Churches  the  adopoi^  .  J  th 

suggested  by  the  Board  for  realizing  that  part  of  the  budget  designated  as  . • 

nnWersar^  Pund.  namely,  that  at  a  Church  Rally  in  November,  every  member 

V,e  asked  to  give  at  least  1.25  as  a  token  . 
preciation  of  125  years  of  service  on  the  part  of  the  Church  to  America,  and 

as  an  expression  of  desire  that  the  work  go  forvau  •  , 

"The" Assembly  recognizes  the  Jubilee  year  of  organized  .’'lesion  #ork  ^ 
by  omen  and  Toung  People,  and  expresses  its  gratitude  to  Cod  for 
standing  contribution  of  these  .groups  to  tl.e  life  of  the  nuroh  in  .6 

past  50  years.’’ 

Trusting  that  you  may  have  a  very  successful  observance  of  the  anniver¬ 
saries  in  your  church,  I  am. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


RTJSjC. 
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>  *  A 


RALPH  M  .  FORSAITH, 

ASSISTANT  MANAGER 


THE  XORTHF1BLD 


Mr.  Speeir 


> 


156  Fifth  avenue 

How  York  City,  Hew  York 
June  20,  1927  (Diet,  Jung  18) 

Reverend  Joseph  Dunn  Burrell,  d.d, 

32  Court  str  at,  Brooklyn,  fl.y. 


My  lear  Dr.  Burrell. 


..  ,  .  Both  Dr,  Bushnell  and  Mr.  Loomis  have  written  to  Dr,  Mudge,  stating 

ohat  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  serve  as  members  of  the  judicial  Commission, 
it  becomes  my  duty  accordingly  to  appoint  members  to  the  judicial  Commission  in  their 
place  to  serve  until  the  conclusion  of  the  next  General  Assembly. 

I  ^  think  it  might  be  helpful  in  selecting  successors  to  pr.  Bus  hr* 
ncj.,  ana  nr.  Loomis  if  you  could  send  mo  a  list  of  the  names  that  were  before  your 
Committee  at  the  General  Assembly,  if  by  any  chance  you  have  preserved  such  a  list 
.he  choice,  of  course,  wouldn’t  need  to  be  confined  in  this  way  as  i  understand  * 
the  Moderator’s  responsibility  and  judgment  in  the  matter  are  not  limited,  but  I 
should  be  very  grateful  if  you  have  any  names  that  vou  could  suggest  as  the  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  your  Committee, 

.  1  have  bFen  meaning  to  write  at  the  first  opportunity  to  thank 

you  .or  the  valuable  service  which  you  rendered  as  chairman  of  the  committee  o: 

dominations  to  the  Judicial  Commission,  and  also  for  all  your  other  help  through  the 
Assembly, 


With  kind  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Miutiij  /  t.r* 


jul  n  im7 

,«/  '  •£!.  TAidC. '  . 

[L  j- - -  -a-.--; -  -»< 

MrT  B;- 


156  Fifth  Avenue,  hew  York  City. 

July  19,1927 
(Dictated  15th). 


The  Bev.  J.  E.  Bushnell,  D.D. 
Westminster  Church, 

hinneapolis,  linn. 


Ky  dear  Dr.  Bushnell, 

,rour  very  kind  note  of  July  4th  was  duly  received.  After  correspondence 
with  Dr.  Burrell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  dominations  to  the  Judicial 
Commission  at  the  last  General  Assembly,  I  asked  Dr.  Comin  of  Detroit  if  he  would 
take  your  place  on  the  Commission  until  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Moderator  has  power  to  fill  the  vac.  ncy  only  until  that  time.  Dr.  Comin 
has  accepted. 

Mr.  Loomis,  who  was  elected  ith  you  at  the  Assembly,  has  also  found 
it  impossible  to  serve,  and  Judge  De  itt  of  Nashville  has  consented  to  fill 
that  pi  ce. 


I  am  in  correspondence  with  Dr.  harshaw  with  regard  to  a  week  in  Minnesota 
and  North  Dakota  next  fall,  and  shall  look  forward,  as  you  suggest,  to  speaking 
for  you  on  the  morning  of  October  9th  and  for  Dr.  Lwearmngen  at  his  vesper  service 
and  I  onday  evening  at  the  Minneapolis  Presbyterian  Union. 

I  am  writing  this  letter  at  our  new  home  in  Lakeville.  Kiss  Connell 
of  our  offices  came  up  with  me  last  evening,  and  we  are  putting  in  several  days 
here  in  the  beauty  and  freshness  of  the  country  and  are  glad  to  be  away  from  the 
intolerable  heat  and  noise  of  the  city.  I  trust  “.hat  you  are  comfortably 
settled  at  Southwest  Harbor  and  that  you  may  have  a  beautiful  summer. 

liver  affectionately  yours. 


HESsC 


^Uratmius trr  (3jlnxrrh„ 
TOinncapnlis,  TOinn. 


FILING  DEPT 

July  4,  1927 

JUL  21  1927 


Speer: 


SECRETARIES 


Mr 

Let  me  thank  you  for  you 


.  ^peer 


very  kind  personal  message. 


The  volume  of  praise  for 
the  last  General  Assembly  and  the  way  in  which 
its  moderator  directed  it  still  increases. 


I  am  happy  to  note  that  you 
can  probably  be  with  us  for  October  ninth  for  the 
morning  service.  Dr.  Swearingen  says  he  will 
be  glad  to  have  you  for  his  Vesper  Service. 


With  reference  to  the 

Judicial  Commission  the  best  available  man  here, 

I  think,  would  be  Rev.  Thomas  Ross  Paden,  D.D., 
Pastor  of  the  Bryn  J.Iawr  Church.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  prominently  useful  in  our  Synod, 
for  a  longtime  Pastor  in  Mankato.  He  came 
here  recently  to  take  a  lighter  charge  as  he  is 
past  his  prime.  Of  judicial  temper,  well 
informed  on  Presbyterian  matters,  sound  in  the 
faith  and  of  irenic  spirit,  I  believe  that  he 
is  well  adapted  for  this  work.  I  am  not  sure 
as  to  his  physical  strength,  but  if  you  have  no 
other  in  view  he  might  serve  you  for  at  least  the 
coming  year.  Otherwise  I  do  not  happen  to  know 
of  one  in  the  Twin  Cities  or  vicinity  whom  I  could 
at  present  mention. 

We  are  leaving  today  for  our 


nest  in  Southwest  Harbor,  Maine. 

I  trust  that  you  and  "rs.  Speer 
and  family  will  greatly  enjoy  your  new  quarters 
in  my  native  State. 

With  affectionate  regards. 


Sincerely  yours, 


ork. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Her;  York  City,  Hew  Yi 


9 


Speer 


156  i?ifth  Ave. , 
Saw  York  City, 
June  28,  1527* 


Kt? V  •  «  Ohli  . *  j^USAnoll,  1  •  1' « , 
trains  tsr  Church, 

:4  iiij.u500.ii3,  vinn. 


My  deai  x«  Bushnall: 


?4ver  since  the  Assembly  1  have  heec  v.ai ting  foi  an  :  poi  t unity 
to  thank  you  for  tii  your  helpful  s  or  vie.  a  jf  uj—  liman  cf  tie  Goo  ad  ctes 
o.  cian  ^fiuOuticu*  it  a  ;  u  l  c  u«  j  ot  i  go  ■>  i.o>.  t  i-.  -  L  y.  *.  wex-w 

at  i  i-o  neat-  oi  too  u c-i.ui it u6  uu  I  ^ .  t  ^ i  t h  *  t  it  »a-j  ug*.  too  muc«.  cl 


H  core  • 


,e  certainly  have  a  great  ueai  ;oi  which  to  thank  _.cc  as  we  look 
back  over  the  work  of  the  assembly.  One  hoc  a  new  iaitr.  &»  he  realizes 
ho*  clearly  saa  surely  v»oa  will  take  Ccti u  of  thing, e  ai:u  per vac o  them 
with  his  Spirit  if  wo  will  only  trust  curselvos  to  Bin;. 

hr,  hudge  has  sent  me  your  letter  coni  irming  what  you  saia  when 
we  last  met  in  Oar;  Francisco  v;ith  regard  to  your  feeling  that  you  ought 
not  to  take  service  on  the  Judicial  Commission,  yr.  Loomis  has  v/ritten 
also  that  he  cannot  undertake  this  responsibility.  I)r.  Ledge  and  1  are 
conferring,  accordingly,  as  to  the  best  appointments  that  may  bo  naaue 
to  fill  these  two  vacancies.  Have  you  any  suggestions? 

I  have  not  forgotten  your  kind  invitation  to  spend  a  Sunday  in 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  and  I  have  been  trying-  to  arran  e  this,  it 
seems  probable  that  I  shall  be  in  Milwaukee  on  October  7th  and  at  the 
Synod  of  Minnesota  on  October  11th.  In  that  case  I  could  have  Sunday, 
October  Sth,  for  Minneapolis  and  St.  $aul  if  you  and  pr.  Swearingen 
approve.  If  you  will  let  me  know  whether  this  would  be  convenient  I 
ought  to  be  able  by  that  time  to  let  you  know-  definitely  whether  it 
will  be  possible  for  me. 

71 th  warm  regard,  I  am 


B7  S/V 


Very  cordially  yours. 


/ 


Mr.  Speer 


\ 

.  ) 


JUly  27,  1927 


To  the  Foreign  Missionaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


^ear  Friends; 

It  is  with  a  strange  feeling  that,  having  been  associate  1  ”itn  you 
ail  +hese  years  in  our  common  friendship,  I  should  nov  be  writing  to  you,  no 

1"  the  old  relationship,  yet  also  in  this  new  capacity.  A*  you  have  heard, 

T  ventured  to  tell  the  General  Assembly  in  the  beginning  that  its  action  was  ua-er- 
stood  t-  -e  and  would  be  understood  by  the  whole  Church,  am-  by  the  worlo  also,  to 
reTt hit  it^as  recognizing  the  rightful  place  of  50 reign  Missions  in  tje  life  and 
;orv  ,o  tho  Church  and  declaring  the  resolute  purpose  of  the  Church  at  this  -ime  to 
hold  unswervingly  and  unyieldingly  to  its  missionary  da  tv. 

Bat,  also,  as  you  will  have  heard,  the  Assembly  made  it  clear  by  its 
act io«  that  it  wishes  to  exalt,  this  year  in  the  life  of  the  Church,  the 
ideSl  Jf  direct  and  tireless  evangelism,  which  is  at  the  heart  of  the  whole  foreign 
mi^oeiry  undertaking.  It  directed  7>r.  ?.!udge  and  me  to  sent  a  letter  to 
feet  to  the  whole  Church  and  it  Instructed  the  General  Council  to  appoint  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  forward  the  Assembly’s  purpose.  Such  a  letter  has  been  st-nt  tt >  the 
('lurch  and  it  is  enclosed  herewith.  And  such  a  Committee  has  been  appoint© a. 

SoS  of  So  twiso  touche-  upen  in  this  letter,  the  nominee  «!»«,««=  eon- 
nunication  to  all  the  foreign  missionaries  of  our  Church  to  present  to  you. 

1.  Foreign  missions  have  always  exalted  direct  evangelism  but  this 
committee  asks  you  in  the  fields  abroad  to  emphasize  evan;  ells  tic  effort  even  more 
thaa”  in  -he  past.  It  is  significant  that  in  many  lands  there  -ire  proposals  to 
abridge  educational  freedom  and  the  liberty  of  religious  teaching  in  schools 
while" there  are  still  wide  open  and  unimpeded  doors  in  those  same  lands  for  th 
free  preying  of  the  Gospel,  Lot  us  seize  the  opportunity  which  they  present 
with  resolute'  and  persistent  purpose.  Cannot  more  men  and  women  be  gi/aa  to  this 
service  of  isely  and  directly  proclaiming  Christ  an.  the  GOopel  r“  * 

Cannot  such  service  be  given  a  larger  place  in  the  work  of  eacnoneof  us  This 
is  our  elementary  and  fundamental  business,  to  make  Jirist  kno  -1-  ■t_x' 

the  Gospel  and  the  everlasting  power  of  Christ  to  forgive  sin  an.,  renev,  l  . 

2.  In  all  your  work  during  furlough  in  the  home  Church  and  in 
correspondence  from  the  field,  will  you  not  spea*  of  the  supremacy  of  this  ewan- 
gelistic  duty  and  the  resigns  ability  of  every  one  cn  us  to  seek  in  ,,11  the  c  n. 
tacts  of  life  to  win  others  to  Christian  faith  and  discipleship?  _  Thera  is  a 
great  deal  which  Foreign  Missions  have  iona  in  the  past  and  can  oo  in  greater 
measure  in  the  future  to  recall  the  Church  tc  its  primary  evangelistic  business 
to  speak  Christ  straight  to  the  world. 


'Po  the  5b reign  Miss ionarles  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


o 


July  27,  1927 


3,  Gan  wq  not  urge  afresh  upon  the  churches  upon  the  iiea.d  the  ideals 
which  are  now  so  strongly  calling  to  the  Church  in  America?  perhaps  you  can  u^e 

the  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter  which  has  been  sent  to  the  Church  at  aome,  ana  * 
account  of  the  longing  and  pur  pose  of  the  recent  Assembly  and  of  our  home  Church, 
to  awaken  an  even  deeper  evangelistic  zeal  and  a  hunger  for  an  even  deeper  rife 
in  Christ  in  the  native  Church  to  which  you  are  related,  fne  social  an 

economic  aspects  of  Christianity  are  important  and  perhaps  at  times  v;e  are 
tempted  to  err  and  to  he  content  with  their  importance.  Behind  and  beneath 
them  let  us  discern  and  dealers  the  great  moral  and  spiritual  realities  «... 

•primary  and  essential. 

The  Church  at  home  wishes  you  to  know  bow  true  and  strong  its 
mi se loner- ■?  interest  and  conviction  are.  It  wants  to  sen  a  great  quickening  of  life 
and  enlargement  of  power,  both  at  horse  and  abroad,  and  it  assures  you  of  its  prayeers 
and  asks  your  prayers  to  the  end  that  all  together  we  may  <to  our  work,  which  is  cur 
Lord’s  work,  with  greater  faithfulness  and  a  far  richer  fruitage.  Shallra  we  not 
claim,  lore  vc  fail  to  claim,  Christ’s  promise:  "He  that  believeth  on  me,  the  vorks 
that  I  do  shall  he  do  also  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he  do  because  I  go 

unto  my  pa the r?" 

your  sincere  friend. 


hhs/b 


V 


•Tune  9,1927 


The  Bev.  flenry  B.  Master,  D.D., 

Withersppon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  dear  Henry, 

I  an  delisted  to  hear  from  Dr.  Stevenson  that  you  will  he  at  Lausanne. 

I  wish  I  could  he  with  you  there,  and  that  we  could  have  a  little  play  time 
together.  It  was  a  great  joy  to  he  with  you  at  the  Assembly,  and  it  is  a 
joy  to  work  with  you  in  this  happy  fellowship  always • 

I  want  to  congratulate  you  and  all  who  have  been  associated  with  you 
on  the  lorious  triumph  of  the  past  year,  and  in  the  wonderful  presentation  of 
the  whole  matter  to  the  General  Assembly.  I  cannot  say  how  deeply  I  have  admired 
and  thanked  God  for  your  own  modesty  and  self  concealment  in  the  great  undertaking 
whose  conception  and  success  the  Church  owes  primarily  to  you. 

1  am  counting  on  you  to  let  me  know  of  any  way  whatever  in  which  as 
moderator  I  can  he  of  help  to  you  or  of  service  to  $bur  Board, with  its  new  name 
and  its  new  future  building  upon  and  perfecting  the  past, this  coming  year.  There 
is  nothing  that  I  can  do  that  I  shall  not  be  happy  to  try  to  do. 

Tery  cordially  yours. 


RBS  :C 


filing  deft . 

jutx27l927 

Secretaries 


July  26,1927 


/ 

/ 

/ 


Hartford,  Conn. 


Ky  dear  Dr.  Mackenzie, 

I  am  not  sure  whether  I  spoke  to  you  at  our  meeting  at 
the  national  Board  of  Y.W.C.A,  with  regard  to  your  very  kind  letter 
of  June  3rd,  out  1  'want  to  he  certain  of  expressing  to  you  ray 
gratitude  for  it,  and  for  your  reference  in  it  to  the  Coneral 
Assembly.  It  was  a  really  good  and  remarkable  meeting  of  the 
Assembly.  I  never  saw  a  clearer  illustration  of  tod's  use  of 
human  mistakes  to  offset  one  another  so  that  quite  as  mac'  through 
our  blunders  as  throu^i  our  good  judgments,  v/e  wore  led  in  security 
to  right  ends.  I  hope  that  v/e  may  have  the  comfort  of  such  certain 
leadership  and  control  in  the  life  of  our  Church  all  through  this 
coming  year. 


Please  do  not  trouble  to  reply  to  this.  It  is  only  a 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  your  own  good  letter. 

I  am  looking  forward  hopefully  to  the  outcome  of  the  Lausanne 
Conference,  especially  in  the  matter  of  the  endeavor  of  that  Conference 
to  state  the  message  of  Christianity  to  the  world.  ^erhaps  Lausanne 
will  be  able  to  do  iftis  so  adequately  the  we  will  be  free  at  Jerusalem 
to  consider  only  the  distinctively  foreign  missionary  aspect  of  the 
matter,  and  to  deal  with  the  application  of  the  universal  message  to  the 
distinct  conditions  of  the  different  missionary  areas  and  to  the  great 
non-Christian  teligions . 

I  trust  you  are  having  a  good  summer,  and  with  warm  regard, 

I  am. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


BYE  s  C 


Mr-  Spec* 


December  13,1927 


The  Rev.  John  A.  Marquis ,D. 3. , 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  John, 

1  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Miss  Rattle  Brown  o f  .'-an  j1  rancisco , 
Calif.,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply.  ill  not  you  or  Mrs.  Bennett  -  rite 
to  her  answering  any  aspect  of  her  inquiry  which  I  roa;  have  overlooked? 

Thank  you  very*  much  for  your  kind  note  regarding  the  article  on  National 
Fissions  which  I  wrote  for  the  Presbyterian  Magazine.  I  trust  you  will  l^t 
me  know  if  there  is  any  way  during  ti.e  year  in  which  1  c  u  be  Oj.  any  furt*  or 
help  to  you  and  the  Board  of  National  Missions. 

Etomons  writes  that  he  was  very  glad  to  attend  the  coal  regions  Conference 
in  Ht.  Camel.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  significant  gathering. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


R7S-.C. 


hi*.  a  •  h  *  f/^, 


Board  of  National  Missions 


Mr.  Sp 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


OFFICE  OF 

THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY 


December  9,  1927. 


Dr.  iiobert  E.  Speer, 

156  fifth  Avenue, 

Dew  York. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Let  me  thank  you  for  the  fine  letter 
on  national  Missions  you  published  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Presbyterian  Magazine,  which  I 
have  just  read.  Its  spirit  and  forcefulness 
are  ideal  in  every  way. 


Sincerely  yours. 


JAMiES 


o: 


X  -  hlCWfifUsO* 


Mr •  Speer 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  in  the  U.S.A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


OFFICE  OF 

THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY 


Nov  ember  15 ,  1527. 


Nr.  Aobert  £.  Speer, 
156  Fifth.  Avenue, 

New  York. 


My  dear  Nobert: 

Your  note  of  yesterday  in  regard  to  a  letter  about 
National  Missions  has  just  reached  me.  Nr.  McNowell  told  me  of 
your  kindness  in  offering-  to  write  such  a  letter,  anu  we  both  feel 
that  it  would  do  a  lot  of  good.  Nr.  McNowell,  I  think,  in  his  tele¬ 
phone  communication  meant  to  say  this  to  you.  Give  us  all  that  you 
have  in  mind  and  we  know  it  will  be  good.  The  letter  in  behalf  of 
the  hoard  of  education  was  excellent,  and  it  will  strengthen  all 
of  the  hoards  if  you  will  extend  it  to  them. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  through  the  continued  absence 
of  Nr.  McNowell  and  myself  a  reply  was  not  sent  to  you  as  promptly 
as  it  should  be.  Your  writing  a  letter  in  behalf  of  the  hoards  will 
set  a  useful  precedent  besides  helping  in  the  present  year. 


I  3till  carry  in  my  soul  the  inspiration  of  your  great 
address  at  Pittsburgh.  It  was  the  finest  thing  I  have  ever  heard 
on  such  an  occasion.  In  case  your  adaress  is  published,  which  I 
hope  it  will  be,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Nr. 
tfherr„  Oi‘  India  was  a  graduate  of  the  Seminary  and  might  be  included 
iny our  list  of  the  immortals. 


Very 


sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Spec. 


November  21,  1927 


Rev.  John  \.  Marquis,  0. D. 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


My  dear  John: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  y  ur  good  letter  o f  Jove. •rib  r  i9tn»  I  mast  ^ry 
to  see  you  soon  to  find  out  how  i  can  help  best  in  regard  to  the  matter  o±  the 
lc  ttor  re  arding  National  Mi  si-ns.  If  v-e  c  ul  1  have  gone  forward  v  ith  the  matt  r 

when  I  suggested  it  first,  I  thiru  it  would  have  been  "ell  timed,  but  no  it  is  a 
little  too  late  to  get  out  for  November,  and  it  would,  be  unvise,  I  think,  tor  roe  to 
send  two  letters  -  one  on  National  Missions  and  one  on  Foreign  Missions  too  close 
together,  I  ant  to  do  everything  I  can,  however,  and  should  be  glad  for  any 
suggest!  ns  from  y-.u  and  John.  McDowell, 


from  the  General  council. 

Thank,  you  for  your  reference  to  or,  berry,  but  I  thi  a  you  u'e  in 


Dr. Robert  R. Speer, 

New  York,N.Y. 

My  drar  Dr. Speer 

It  was  our  pleasure  to  have  in  my  pulpit 
yesterday  morning  one  of  the  missionaries  of  your  Board  in 
the  person  of  Rev. Gayle  Beanland  from  the  Cameroon , Africa . 

My  people  were  very  much  pleased  with  the  way  he  presented 
the  work  which  is  being  done  over  there. 

In  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  him 
he  told  me  that  by  writing  to  your  office  I  would  be  able 
to  secure  a  copy  of  the  sermon  which  you  preached  before 
the  General  Assembly  of  your  Church  when  you  were  elected 
Moderator  out  in  SanPrancisco  in  May.  If  you  have  this  in 
print  it  will  be  a  great  favor  to  me  to  get  two  or  three  co¬ 
pies.  I  have  no  idea  what  the  chhrges  are  for  same, but  I  will 
gladly  return  money  for  same  upon  receipt  of  them. 

I  have  just  recenly  finished  reading  your 
book, "Seeking  the  Mind  of  Christ" , which  is  the  last  book  of 
yours  of  a  devotional  nature,  so  far  as  I  know',  that  has  come 
from  the  press.  Like  all  of  your  books  which  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  reading  it  was  of  great  help  and  inspirit ticn^^ 
to  me  -T  was  sorry  when  I  came  to  the  end.  I  do  hope  you  will 
give  us  another  one  from  your  pen  and  out  of  your  heart  as 
soon  as  time  will  permit.  You  will  never  know, even  remotely, 
how  very  helpful  your  life  and  labors  have  been  to  thousands 
of  us  scattered  over  t.  is  whole  country  not  of  your  particular 
Denomination  nor  of  your  own  section. 

I  trust  your  health  is  excellent. 


With  the  very  highest  regards, 


j 


Mr.  Speer 


September  9,192? 


The  Bev.  A.  B.  McCormick, D.D. , 

15S  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York  City. 

I.y  dear  Dr.  McCormick , 

I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Dr.  Covert  with  accom¬ 
panying  papers  from  hr.  Baines,  which  you  will  see  he  ishes  sent  to 
you.  I  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  these  to  Dr.  Covert  an  follows: 
"Would  it  not  be  well  to  get  a  report  from  some  trustworthy  person  v)<o 
may  have  heard  Mr.  Haines  giving  the  course  which  he  has  outlined,  pnere 
are  many  new  helpful  ideas  abroad  that  need  to  be  correlated  with  the 
great  traditions.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  the  persons  who  can  embody 
and  propagate  these  ideas  in  their  integr;v  relationship  to  the  great 
body  of  truth  that  goes  on  from  age  to  age  whatever  the  vocabulary  of  the 
enlarged  range  of  knowledge  of  e  ch  generation  may  be. 

"'ill  you  kindly  write  to  Dr.  Covert  sending  him  any  suggestions 

and  returning  to  him  the  enclosed  documents i 

Very  cordially  yours. 


BBS : C • 


MoLM^m£  Speer 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

ORANGE.  NEW  JERSEY 

H.  H.  MCQUILK1N.  PASTOR 

67“”street  Dec.  14,  1927 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

MEW  YORK 

%  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Let  me  thank  yon  for  your 
heartening  latter  to  the  ministers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Bresbyterian  Church,  a  copy 
of  which  came  to  me  this  morning,  I 
have  read  it  with  great  profit.  "The 
Tenth  Decade  J1  with  your  message  included, 
is  likewise  most  profitable.  Hive 


i/kJhi Cl 


asked  for  fifty  copies  of  it  to  use 
with  our  influential  people  in  the 
First  Church. 

Cordially  yours* 


$/Wa  cm. 

PUBLICATION  DEPARTMENT 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D.  , 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York. City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Mr.  Coolidge' s  recent  letter  to  a  Washington 
3ible  class  with  reference  to  the  Bible,  is  exactly  such  a  state¬ 
ment  as  we  desire  to  use  on  a  fine  engraved  card  for  insertion 
in  the  large  number  of  Bibles  that  are  going  from  our  department 
during  the  holiday  season.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  Mr. 

Coolidge  might  be  willing,  if  properly  approached,  to  affix  his 
signature  to  the  sheet  on  which  we  have  copied  his  letter  ,  in 
order  that  our  reproduction  of  it  may  show  a  written  signature 
and  not  a  printed  one. 

If  you  think  well  of  this  idea,  will  you  kindly 
send  the  sheet  to  President  Coolidge  with  a  letter  making  such  a 
request?  His  secretary  should  know  that  his  signature  ought  to  be 
written  with  India  ink. 

Under  separate  cover,  marked  "personal",  I 
have  mailed  you  a  copy  of  the  book  catalog  for  which  you  so  kindly 
gave  us  a  foreword  some  weeks  ago. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


General  Director. 


0M:M 


cd't  K]rv  Speer 

The  Presbytery  of  New  York 
156  Fifth  avenue 
New  York  City 


Rev.  H.  G.  Mendenhall 
Stated  Clebk 

k  he  El  V  El 


QEC14  1927 


December  14,  1927 


Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Building 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  action  of  the  Council  in  re 
Welsh  Church  has  created  considerable  feeling  among 
members  of  that  body.  Dr.  Covert  of  Philadelphia 
was  here  today  in  Dr.  James  H.  Speer* s  office,  and 
he  will  report  to  Dr.  budge  our  conversation. 

You  will  find  attached  a  suggestive 
letter  to  Dr.  Tat  son,  which  explains  in  a  measure 
the  situation. 


Sincerely 


yours , 


Mr.  ‘ 


December  14,  1027 


Rev*  Robert  7/atson,  D.D. 

31  Hempstead  Road,,  J • 1 • 

Boston,  mass* 

Dear  Dr,  /at son: 

_  .  nu.M  of  the  '<  elsh  Church  was 

„  Sr'.Lit  of  tho  Oeneral  Council 

in  to  see  me  yesterday  <  u  “  Council,  I  understand, 

in  regard  to  the  Welch  Churel  bodie8  than  now  exists 

urges  a  closer  union  be  -  thQ  General  Assembly  1920. 

according  to  tho  *«£“““*  one  obatecle  which  has  prevented 

Mr.  Williams  scans  t0.  of  "contact"  on  tho  part 

a  complete  union  has  '“y  p  example  In  this  Presbytery 

Of  ministers  and  etarohj J  se^HStioes  of  mootings; 

Hr.  illiams  always  site  arc  with  hlm  and  his  people 

he  is  a  member  of  a  olor^°  ,  t  d  lrl  nany  parts  of  the  country 

»-  -  - 

of  the  Welsh  brethren  for  our  church. 

if  occurs  to  me  that  there  may  be  two 
*  4  ihie  matter*  Take  the  Welsh  churches  in  vremont 

ways  of  helping  in  thi  .  lnufceB.  there  are  five 

as  per  pagey72eft  theBe  ehurohes  is  located,  we 

Of  these.  In  Barre,  w m.stor  of  that  church  to  extend 

hOTW‘sieertf  .HsHot  done  sf already,  to  the  Welsh  pastor! 

my  be  suggested  of  one  other  torrent  pastor  and  .he 

elshmen. 

There  is  another  suggestion.  In  Vermont  wo 

a  4-tosa  li-'o i oh  church  has  five  churches.  oula 

1mvG  f our  C?JICto  have  your  Synod*  form  a  new  Presbytery  to  be 
it  be  possible  to  have  .,  o  j  .  which  these  nine  churches 

called  say  the  Prosbytcry  of  V^  anar  the  New  York  Church 

could  form  one  body,  Thi  General  Assembly  in  this  ease 

b“  T  (or  S)  “e^ry  a  Welsh 

S2S£5  as  a  part  of  one  Synod,  and  this  might  in  the  east 

help  to  solve  the  problem. 

Sincerely  yours. 


July  19,  1927 


Mr.  Oscar  M.  Miller 
Gen  era  l  Director,  ub  1  icafTSn  Dept. 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Christian  Sducatian 
Fhiladelp1  ia,  Pa . 

Dear  Mr.  Miller: 


I  return  herewith  the  cover  pages  enclosed  in  your  letter 
of  July  16,  and  I  arc  glad  to  append  horotc  as  a  postscript  the  book  message 
which  ou  wished  me  to  •'.’rite. 


Very  si  near  sly  yours 


H53-MA.W 
line  1 


P.S.  There  is  one  unicuo  end  indispensable  Book  and  no  other 
book  can  rival  or  displace  it,  but  it  ought  to  send  us 
to  many  other  bo  ks  :  no  every  other  bock  ought  to  help  us 
better  to  understand  ::n<  appreciate  it.  For  the  3iole»s 
sate,  for  our  sake,  and  for  their  sake,  we  cannot  read 
too  many  good  books.  They  ought  to  be  good,  the  very  best, 
and  they  ought  to  be  many.  One  good  bo  k  a  week  is  a  wise 
reading  rule.  We  may  not  be  able  to  buy  very  many,  but  we 
can  buy  or  borrow,  and  the  more  we  read  and  the  -otter  we 
read,  the  bettor  wa  shall  be  able  to  understand  and  pro¬ 
claim  all  truth,  which  is  God’s  truth  and  the  gospel,  which 
is  the  best  truth. 


RECEIVED 
iWr.  Sr^r 


pu 


tM  TUiXW- 

blication  department 


— 


Paamift  »i 


rt  Cv 


Ptiiai>r4iljia, 


FI  UNO  DEfl^i 

%  M: 

s&cr&taribJ 


July  16,  1927 


Dear  Jr.  Speer: 


A  Committee 
finished  selecting  a  good 
offered  this  year  through 
emphasizing  worth,  rather 


of  our  Store  Managers  has  just 
list  of  general  hooks  to  he 
our  Stores  and  hy  mail.  Ce  are 
than  quantity. 


In  addition,  our  catalogue  will  contain  many 
of  the  publications  of  the  Board,  especially  those  hooks 
and  series  which  have  wide  interest. 


It  is  our  wish  to  make  our  catalogue 
distinctive;  not  merely  to  furnish  a  hook  list,  hut  to 
arouse  in  each  recipient  an  urge  for  more  and  better  reading. 


Accordingly,  we  have  designed  a  cover  that  is 
less  commercial  in  appearance  than  is  usual  in  catalogues. 
Copy  for  the  cover  is  attached. 

With  this  explanation  you  will  understand 
why  we  desire  that  the  first  page  of  this  year's  hook 
announcement  carry  a  hook  message  from  you  as  Moderator 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  feel  disposed 
to  grant  our  request,  and  that  it  will  he  convenient  for 
you  to  dictate  a  paragraph  or  two  now;  hre  are  endeavoring 
to  give  copy  to  the  printer  on  the  25th  or  soon  thereafter. 


VC1)  O  -L  jlj 


^  General  Director 

Publication  Department, 
k  ?  <L  /, 
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RESiC. 


October  21,192? 


Mr.  Oscar  Hiller, General  Director, 

Publication  Departme nt , Pre sby to r i an  Board, 

120  itherspoon  failding, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  dear  Hr .  Miller, 

Your  letter  of  October  0r&  vitL  regard  to  getting  the 
President’s  signature  is  only  just  received  hv  me  this  morning. 

1  judge  there  has  been  some  mistake  in  the  date  of  your  letter. 

I  havf  v :it ten  at  once  to  th.o  resident,  as  you  sug  ■estec.,  ret  uo sting 
him  to  sign  the  copy  of  his  letter  which  you  sent  me,  and  which  I 
an  forwarding  to  him.  As  soon  as  any  answer  comes  it  will  be 
for.  arded  to  you. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Speer 


IHXjC. 


Mr.  Speer 


j 


October  31,1927 
Dictated  29th 


Hr.  Oscar  K.  Hiller, General  Director, 

Publication  Department .Presbyterian  board, 

120  \  itherspoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hy  uear  ID -Hiller, 

T  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  President.  If  you  will  make  the 
revision  re<  uested  by  him  I  shall  be  glad  to  take  the  natter 
up  again,  or  I  think  it  would  suffice  if  you  or  Dr.  Covert 
would  write  directly  to  hr.  Clark. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 
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ilev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D., 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
lew  York  City,  N .  Y. 

Dear  Bobby: 


I  have  your  letter  of  June  7th.  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  the  gavels  which  you  are  for- 
warding  are  both  the  property  of  the  General 
Assembly.  I  remember  that  one  of  them  was  so  in¬ 
scribed  as  to  indicate  that  the  givers  wished  it 
to  be  so  considered.  I  do  not  recall  how  the  in¬ 
scription  on  the  second  was  worded.  However,  we 
will  take  care  of  them  both  if  it  is  your  wish. 

Mrs.  Mudge  and  I  had  a  delightful  trip 
home,  reaching  Philadelphia  late  on  Monday.  We 
sincerely  hope  you  had  a  chance  for  some  relaxa¬ 
tion  en  route  after  the  strenuous  days  which  were 
yours  in  San  Francisco.  There  surely  must  be 
some  deep  significance  in  the  year  of  association 
with  each  other  which  it  is  our  joy  nov;  to  contem¬ 
plate.  I  am  sure  that  it  will,  as  you  suggest,  do 
much  to  deepen  and  to  enrich  our  long  continued 
friendship  on  which,  as  you  say,  there  has  never 
been  a  cloud. 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


Lewis  S.  Mudge, 

LSM/h  Stated  Clerk. 
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Dr,  Bobert  E,  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave.  , 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Bothy: 

I  have  just  received  your  draft  of  a  circular  letter  to 
he  sent  out  to  the  members  of  the  General  Council  over  your 
signature  and  mine  as  Chairman  and  Secretary,  respectively. 
May  I  begin  by  thanking  you  for  taking  the  trouble  to  frame 
so  helpful  an  outline  of  the  work  of  the  General  Council. 

It  is  simply  wonderful  to  have  associated  with  me  not  only 
a  dear  old  friend  but  one  who  takes  the  work  of  the  General 
Council  so  seriously. 

Your  admirable  letter  will  be  sent  out  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  to  the  members  of  the  General  Council,  and 
as  youft  suggested  to  Mrs,  Bennett  and  Miss  Hodge,  As  the 
Minutes  of  the  General  Council  were  distributed  to  the 
members  last  week,  I  am  changing  the  opening  sentence  of 
the  letter  accordingly. 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


c.  SU—JL. 


Lewis  S,  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


oC tun/) 
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June  21,  192 7 . 


IN 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  €F  THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 


Dear  Friends: 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  San  Francisco  a 
quorum  of  the  Council  met  to  organize,  and  you  should  have  received  the  Minutes  of 
that  meeting  and  of  the  other  meetings  of  the  General  Council  during  the  Genera 
Assembly.  I  am  writing  now  to  speak  of  several  matters  which  I  hope  will  be  m  the 
thought  of  each  of  us  throughout  the  summer  and  fall  until  our  autumn  meeting . 

1»  It  is  clear  from  the  overtures  which  came  to  the  General  Assembly 
and  from  the  spirit  and  action  of  the  Assembly  itself  that  the  Church  desires  a  yeai 
of  deepened  devotion  and  service.  Dr.  Mudge  and  I  were  instructed  to  prepare  a  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Church  that  would  give  expression  to  this  feeling,  and  the  Assembly 
ordered  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  by  the  General  Council  which  would  cooperate 
with  the  members  of  the  Church  in  carrying  forward  a  movement  of  enlarged  and  en¬ 
riched  devotional  and  evangelistic  effort.  Such  a  Committee  was  appointed  oe^or= 
we  left  San  Francisco,  consisting  of  Mr#  Shipp,  Chairman*  Dr.  Marquis,  Pr»  Covert, 
and  Dr.  Me Ivor*  This  Committee  held  a  meeting  on  Thursday,  June  i6th  and  lay¬ 
out  various  plans.  Will  not  those  of  you  who  are  ministers  ao  all  you  can  to 
strengthen  and  support  such  a  movement  as  the  Church  desires  by  doing  everything^ 
possible  to  strengthen  the  preaching  of  the  Church  in  its  apologetic  and  evangelistic 
power.  Will  you  not  press  this  on  every  occasion,  both  in  personal  conversation  and 
in  public  address,  and  will  not  all  the  lay  members  of  the  Council  make  this  a^new 
year  in  the  way  of  personal  conversational  effort  to  win  men  to  Christ  and  in  dis¬ 
cussing  with  individuals  and  groups  the  ways  of  reviving  family  religion? 

2.  The  Chairman  of  the  Council  was  instructed  to  arrange  and  appoint 
the  Committees  for  the  year  and  has  obeyed  this  instruction  as  follows: 

Administrative  Comaitteec 


Dr®  Robert  E®  Speer,  Chairman 

Dr.  Co  R.  Erdm&n 

Dr.  W.  0. 

Thompson 

Dr®  J.  T.  Stone 

Dr 9  H*  Co 

Swearingen 

Dr.  J.  Ms  T.  Finney 

Dr .  L«  S« 

Mudge 

Dr.  W.  R,  Taylor 

Dr  o  A» 

Matthews 

Mr®  J.  W.  Smith 

Budget  and  Finance 

Committee 

Mr.  J*  W. 

Smith,  Chairman 

Mr.  G.  G.  Barber 

Dr.  J.  W. 

Melvor 

Mr.  G.  Nicholson 

Dr  «  S .  T  ® 

Wilson 

Mr.  A.  Reed 

Mr.  S.  F.  Shattuck 


To  Members  of  the  General  Council 
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Program  and  Field  Activities  Committee 


Dr.  H.  C. 
Dr.  W.  9. 
Mr.  W.  M. 
Dr.  W.  C. 
Mr.  F.  B. 


Swearingen 

Schell 

Cosby 

Covert 

Shipp 


Chairman. 


Dr.  H.  B.  Master 
Dr.  J.  A.  Marquis 
Dr.  W.  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  J.  J.  Ross 


My  election  as  Moderator  has  vacated  my  place  on  the  Council  as  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Board  has  elected  Dr.  Schell  in  my  place. 


3.  The  General  Assembly  instructed  the  Council  to  consider  and  report  to 
the  next  General  Assembly  of  the  changes,  if  any,  that  should  be  made  in  our  forms 

of  judicial  procedure.  Our  experience  at  the  last  Assembly  showed,  what  the  Council 
already  knew,  namely:  that  it  is  impossible  to  operate  strictly  the  present  rules 
unless  the  General  Assembly  votes  in  each  case  to  make  the  preliminary  judgment  of 
the  Judicial  Commission  the  permanent  judgment  of  the  Assembly.  If  the  Assembly  de¬ 
clines  to  do  this  then,  as  we  discovered,  we  are  plunged  at  once  into  deep  difficulties. 
There  are  some  who  think  that  the  only  right  course  is  to  attempt  to  set  up  a  general 
court,  meeting  at  some  other  time  than  the  General  Assembly;  while  others  think  that 
the  Church  would  not  consent  to  this  and  that  the  best  we  can  do  is  to  attempt  to 
modify  in  some  way  the  present  rules  of  procedure.  The  Council  already  had  a  small 
committee  studying  this  question,  whose  membership  will  have  to  be  changed  because 
of  the  membership  in  the  Council.  I  would  appoint,  accordingly,  a  Committee  to  con¬ 
sider  this  matter  and  to  report  at  our  meeting  in  November:-  Dr.  Matthews,  Chairman 
Dr.  Swearingen,  Dr.  Erdman,  Dr.  Mclvor  and  Mr.  Reed. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  referred  to  the  General  Council  Overture  #22 
in  the  Presbytery  of  Muncie  with  regard  to  the  discipline  of  the  Presbytery,  Section 
1,  A  and  B,  with  reference  to  the  responsibility  of  Presbyteries  in  dismissing  men 
of  clouded  character  to  other  Presbyteries. 

Dr.  Mudge  will  make  a  study  of  this  and  be  prepared  with  recommen¬ 
dations  at  the  November  meeting. 


5.  Shall  we  not  give  some  thought  during  the  summer  to  the  question  of 
Church  efficiency,  both  spiritual  and  financial?  What  can  we  do  to  strengthen  and 
lead  forward  the  present  admirable  temper  of  our  Church  with  regard  to  its  main  busi¬ 
ness  -  the  proclamation  of  the  Truth  and  a  deeper  expression  both  of  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  of  newness  of  life?  What  can  we  do  to  bring  the  financial  methods,  especially 
of  local  Churches,  into  line  with  what  is  good  policy  and  also  morally  right.  There 
is  a  chapter  or  two  in  Bishop  Lawrence* s  Autobiography  dealing  with  what  was  done  in 
the  Episcopal  Church  to  clean  up  the  scandal  of  financial  delinquency  in  Church 
finances.  There  has  been  danger  that  our  General  Council  might  become  absorbed  in 
supervising  the  administration  of  the  Boards,  which  are  the  most  efficient  agencies 
we  have  in  our  Church,  while  we  overlook  the  leakages  and  inefficiencies  from  which 
we  are  suffering  sorely.  I  trust  that  the  Committee  on  Budget  and  Finance  can 
grapple  wisely  and  courageously  with  some  of  these  questions. 


6*  The  Committee  on  Budget  and  Finance  has  also  before  it  the  whole 
problem  of  Budget  ratios  and  our  system  of  benevolence.  We  ought  to  be  prepared  at 
the  November  meeting  to  face  some  of  the  deeper  questions  that  are  involved  in  this 
matter  with  entire  open  mindedness  and  the  greatest  comprehension  of  view  on  the  one 


To  the  Members  of  the  General  Council 
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hand,  and  with  a  firm  grasp  of  actual  realities  on  the  other# 

7.  Dr.  Mudge  and  I  are  taking  up  with  the  Washington  brethren  the 
question  of  the  Charter  of  the  national  Church  and  shall  hope  to  have  this  in  shape 
for  satisfactory  answer  in  November. 

8.  At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Council,  on  motion  of  Dr •  Macartney 
it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  consider  the  proper  celebration  of  the  Two. 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Adopting  Act.  I  would  ask  Dr.  Covert  as  Chairman,  with 
Dr.  Taylor  and  Dr.  Mudge  to  act  as  this  Committee. 

9.  May  we  not  hope  that  at  the  November  meeting  Mrs.  Bennett  and 
Miss  Hodge  will  be  prepared  on  the  question  of  the  place  and  work  of  women  in  the 
Church?  I  should  think  they  might  very  well  in  this  connection  deal  with  the  problems 
which  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  distinctive  work  of  the  Women's 
Missionary  Societies,  .No  doubt  there  will  always  be  room  for  many  divergent  views  on 
such  questions  but  the  official  agencies  of  the  Church  and  all  who  are  connected  with 
them  ought  certainly  to  be  brought  together  on  a  common  policy  and  to  work  together  on 
a  common  plan. 

10.  Lastly,  will  you  not  give  thought  to  any  ways  in  which  the  General 
Council  can  better  serve  the  deepest  interest  of  the  Church  and  make  any  further  con¬ 
tribution  to  its  unity  and  its  progress?  The  Committee  which  has  been  appointed,  of 
which  Mr.  Shipp  is  Chairman,  will  be  prepared  in  November  to  report  not  only  on  things 
that  have  been  done  or  begun  but  also  on  other  plans  which  it  is  hoped  the  Council 
will  approve  and  promote. 

And  if  you  have  any  suggestion  as  to  any  way  in  which  I  can  be  of 
better  service,  or  if  there  is  any  work  which  you  think  should  be  undertaken,  will 
you  not  write  fully  and  freely? 

With  warm  regard. 


Very  faithfully  yours, 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER,  Chairman. 
LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  Secretary. 


7 
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Dr,  Robert  E,  Speer, 

1 56  Fifth  Ave  » , 

Hew  York  City, 

My  dear  Bobbies 

Your  good  letter  of  October  18th  is  just  received.  It  is 
a  joy  to  hear  from  you  again,  I  am  as  eager  as  you  for  a  good 
talk.  Pending  such  a  delightful  occasion  and  in  reply  to 
your  inquiries- 

1.  With  reference  to  moderatorial  expenses.,  it  seems  to 
me  that  every  moderator  must  be  trusted  to  deal  fairly  with,  the 
Church  in  the  matter  of  the  monies  received  by  him  as  he  travels 
through  out  the  Church  during  his  year  as  Moderator,  Just  what 
some  Moderators  have  done  in  this  regard  I  do  not  know,  for 
all  those  who  have  served  as  Moderator  during  my  term  of  office 
have  not  in  this  matter  taken  rae  into  their  entire  confidence. 

I  understood  from  Dr*  V7.  C,  Thompson  that  he  had  opened  a 
special  account  as  Moderator  in  a  bank,  and  to  the  credit  of 
this  account  he  deposited  the  monies  forwarded  him  by  me  and 
authorized  in  the  General  Assembly  budget  for  moderatorial  expen¬ 
ses.  Also  all  monies  received  by  him  whenever  and  wherever  he 
appeared  as  Moderator.  Against  this  account  he  charged  all 
expenses  other  than  those  of  a  strictly  personal  character 
incurred  while  he  was  on  tour  in  his  official  capacity.  Perhaps 
it  will  not  be  an  intrxision  for  me  to  say  that  this  is  my  personal 
policy.  I  invariably  credit  to  the  account  I  keep  of  my  expenses 
as  Stated  Clerk,  when  away  from  home,  all  monies  which  I  receive 
for  expenses  or  as  honoraria.  The  only  monies  which  I  receive 
and  credit  to  my  personal  account  are  sums  which  are  paid  me 
when  I  go  to  supply  a  pulpit  of  a  church  which  is  vacant,  or 
from  which  the  pastor  is  temporarily  absent,  I  going  definitely 
as  a  pulpit  supply  and  not  in  my  official  capacity. 

It  seems  to  me  in  the  light  of  my  own  experience  and  in 
the  light  of  what  several  Moderators  have  said  to  me 
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What  disposal  is  right  for  him  to  make  of  such  monies 
other  than  the  crediting  of  them  to  his  official  expense 
account,  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  personal  opinion.  It 
would  seem,  however,  that  the  absolutely  safe  and  unquestion¬ 
able  procedure  is  to  credit  such  receipts  to  the  moderatorial 
expense  account. 

2.  with  reference  to  the  request  of  the  Chamber  of 

.  .-...el,  Pa,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  it  was 

important  that  Dr,  McDowell  should  represent  our  Church. 

He  is  in  touch  with  the  labor  groups  of  our  country,  and  in 
every  respect  the  proper  man  to  represent  us. 

3.  With  rr  ference  to  Ur.  Crombie  of  Louth  Dakota,  I 
have  already  written  to  you,  and  you  will  doubtless  find  my 
letter  on  your  desk.  Mr*  Crombie  has  been  deposed  from  the 
ministry  of  our  Church.  The  judgment  in  his  case. did  not 
direct  "admonition  or  rebuke",  therefore,  the  notice  of  appeal 
does  not  "suspend  all  further  proceedings",  see  Book  of 
Discipline  Section  100, 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

if*  's  •  A-* — 

Lewis  S,  Mud  g  e 
Stated  Clerk 
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The  Rev.  Lev; ip  8,  Pudge,  P.D. , 

V-  itherspoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  <ieai'  Lew, 

I  hope  that  you  are  safely  back  and  chill  be  anxious  at  the  first 
opportunity  for  a  good  talk  with  you. 

There  are  several  matters  of  which  I  wish  to  write  briefly  n  w: 

1.  I  have  .lust  cone  back  from  a  very  good  trip,  taking  me  through  all 
the  states  from  here  to  Forth  Dakota.  I  want  to  clear  up  with  you  the 
matter  of  expenses  and  receipts  on  these  trips  so  that  if  any  inquiries  come 
to  you  or  any  rumors,  such  as  have  core  to  me  from  time  to  time  with  regard 
to  moderators  and  secretaries  in  the  past,  you  will  be  able  to  deal  with  them 
unequivocally.  I  do  not  want  any  uncertainties  or  unpleasant  impressions 
left  behind  my  mode ratory ship  in  this  matter  of  finances.  I  mean  to  have 
everything  absolutely  clear.  On  this  trip  I  spent  in  all  5207.76.  Of 
this  amount  5.50  was  personal,  leaving  a  proper  expense  charge  of  ‘202.26. 

It  would  have  been  much  greater  than  this,  of  course,  tut  for  reduced  railroad 
rates  and  for  passes  which  Dr.  Pressly  got  me,  and  for  the  generosity  of  the 
different  places  visited  in  providing  entertainment.  4s  against  these  ex¬ 
penditures,  I  received  the  following: 


Sharon,  Perrna.  v>100 

Presbyterian  Union,  Ihdianapolis  50 

First  Presbyterian  Ch. , Kokomo, Ind.  10 

Broad  St.  Presbyterian  Ch . , Columbus , 0 .  25 

Presbyterian  Union  of  Milwaukee  25  §210 


As  far  as  I  could  make  out  only  §25  of  this  was  given  strictly  toward  expenses 
and  the  rest  seemed  to  be  intended  for  honoraria.  I  want  to  be  perfectly 
clear  on  this  point,  however,  and  shall  accordingly  retain  none  of  this  money. 

I  am  crediting  -25.  to  the  Moderator’s  Sxpense  Account,  for  which  you  sent  me 
§500., and  the  balance  I  am  turning  over  to  Mr.  Carter  to  be  applied  to  the 
salary  of  on  of  aur  missionaries  in  China,  whom  our  family  is  supporting.  The 
missionary  happen.8  to  be  our  own  daughter,  but  that  does  not  enter  into  the 
matter  as  she  is  a  regular  missionary  of  the  Board  under  salary  from  the  Board 


DrL  L.  i . 


Liu  ge , 


lo/l0/27 


-  ?.  - 


which  I  have  promised,  to  contribute  annually.  I  think  this  will  be  the  best 
way  to  handle  these  matters,  namely,  to  credit  all  money  specifically  giV' n 
for  expenses  to  the  expense  1  c count  of  the  Moderator,  and  to  use  all  other 
contributions  for  this  direct  missionary  purpose. 

2.  I  had  a  call  yesterday  from  representatives  of  the  Chamber  of 

'  0  me  rc  e  of  lit .  C  a  met.  ~  eg  n  a .  r  wanting  a  representative  of  our^  'huren  tS’-"  ake 
a  brief  address  and  offer  prayer  at  the  opening  of  one  of  the  sessions  of  the 
nthracite  Cooperative  Convention  of  Operators,  Miners,  Cine  orkers  and  the 
public  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  I- Tt •  Carmel  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
at  "  t.  Carmel  from  November  9th  to  the  11th.  They  wanted  a  representative 
of  our  'lurch  to  0;  en  the  session  on  Thursday  afternoon,  November  10th,  at 
2:00  o’clock.  I  told  them  that  that  week  was  full  for  me  and  that  I  thought 
it  .  o  ld  be  better  for  t'-em  to  get  you  or  Dr.  Marquis  or  Dr.  McDowell.  I  have 
taken  up  the  matter  with  Dr.  Marquis,  asking  him  in  case  he  cannot  go  to  make 
sure  that  either  you  or  Dr.  McDowell  may  be  able  to  represent  our  Church . 

Among  the  others  vdblaft  they  have  secured  are  Bishop  Darlington,  Cardinal 
Dougherty,  Bishop  Berry,  Dr.  Ca nan  and  Bishop  McDevitt. 

3.  Mr.  Crombie  of  South  Dakota  came  to  see  me  at  St.  Paul  and  is  still 
anxious  to  nave  a  special  meeting  of  the  Judicial  Conr  ission  called  to  consider 
his  case.  I  advised  him  to  write  again  full;  to  you  about  the  matter, tellin  * 
you  also  of  the  new  problem  which  ha.  arisen  in  view  of  relationship  which 
he  has  taken  up  ,to  ’  one  of  the  churches  in  the  St.  Paul  Presbytery. 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


B.j.b  *C 


~Wr7S peer 


®fje  lirestopterian  Cfjurdj  tn  tfje  ®mteb  States?  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


MODERATOR 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER.  D.D.,  LL.D. 
new  York,  n.  y. 

vice-  moderator 

WARREN  H.  LANDON,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
SAN  ANSELMO,  CAL. 
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December  30,1927 


STATED  CLERK 

LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D.,  LL.D 
Philadelphia,  pa. 

Treasurer 

LAND  TITLE  AND  TRUST  CO. 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Dr. Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,N.Y. 

My  dear  Bothy: 

I  have  your  letter  dictated  on  December  28th, 
with  reference  to  our  circular  letter  to  the  Churches, 

I  will  see  that  the  suggestions  in  your  letter  with 
reference  to  the  issuance  of  the  circular  letter  are 
carefully  followed. 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


K— a,.. 


Lewis  S,  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


^ A  c-*n  1 
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Moderator 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER,  D.D.,  LL.D, 
New  York,  n.  y. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Treasurer 
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Vice- Moderator 

WARREN  H.  LANDON,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
San  Anselmo,  Cal. 


January  4,  1928 


TO  THE  MODERATORS  OF  THE 
SYNODS  AND  PRESBYTERIES. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

You  will  find,  enclosed  an  advance  copy  of  a  letter  which  as  Ministers 
and  Ruling  Elders  in  our  Church,  you  will  shortly  receive. 

To  one  paragraph  of  this  letter,  we  would  call  your  particular  attention 
and  urge  your  official  action  in  initiating  such  plans  in  your  Synod  or 
Presbytery  as  will  make  its  purpose  effective  spiritually.  This  paragraph  reads, 
in  part  : 

"Such  new  movements  of  faith  and  life  may  break  forth  anywhere  in  the 
Church  but  the  General  Council  instructed  us  especially  to  lay  this  matter  upon 
our  Presbyteries  and  to  issue  'a  call  to  the  Moderators  of  Presbyteries  urging 
that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  the  Presbyteries  be  called  together 
for  a  day  of  special  prayer,  humiliation  and  conference,  earnestly  seeking  the 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  planning  for  more  effective  evangelistic  effort 
and  for  the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  churches  of  the  Presbyteries, 
with  the  understanding  that  where  such  a  gathering  under  Synodical  auspices 
would  be  practicable  or  preferable,  this  should  be  arranged.1  Many  such  gather¬ 
ings  have  already  been  held  with  rich  result.  May  there  not  be  many  more?" 

Earnestly  hoping  that  you  will  give  these  suggestions  immediate  and 
whole-hearted  attention,  believe  us 


Ever  faithfully  yours 


Moderator 


Stated  Clerk 


Dear  Dr. Speer, 

•  •!»»»»  ,  ''  ' 

As  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Bresby- 
t6rian  Church  and  premier  authority  on  foreign  missions,;!^  all 
the  churches, I  am  very  anxious  to  have  from  yon  a  religions  edi¬ 
torial  in  the  Sunday  issue  of  the  Chicago  Tribune.  \  I  am‘  enclos¬ 
ing  an  editorial  by  7. C .Coleman, ?r esident  of  the  Baptist  Northern 
Convention  and  from  this  you  can  see  the  length  and* .dhhiacter  of 
the  editorial  as  it  will  appear.  I  am  also  send  ing  ap.^ditoyial 
which  I  wrote  myself  some  time  ago,  stating  in  some  mS&s^o  tr/< 
ideals  I  have  tried  to  maintain  in  the  diversified  editorials 
which  have  been  written  by  clergymen  and  laymen  of  most  of  the 
denominations.  It  is  our  hope  and  expectation  that  next  faster 
we  will  issue  a  book  containing  these  editorials  with  a  picture 
of  each  of  the  authors.  Under  separate  cover  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  ’’Religion  Today” , containing  the  editorials  printed  last  year. 


I  notice  in  the  Presbyterian  press  that  you  are  going  to  Jerusalem 
in  February.  I  am  in  hopes  you  can  see  your  way  clear  to  furnish 
me  the  editorial  before  you  go.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  subject 
of  foreign  missions  embodied  in  the  editorial.  Some  such  subject 
as  ’’The  Big  Business  of  the  Church”  or  ”7hy  the  Church  Believes 
in  Foreign  Missions”  or  a  similar  one  is  what  I  have  in  mind.  If 
you  read  the  Chicago  Tribune, you  know  the  policy  of  the  paper  is 
not  favorable  to  foreign  missions  and  my  thought  is  not  to  have 
you  write  in  a  combative, argumentative, propogandist  style  but  in 
a  straight  forward , sympathetic  and  illuminative  way. 


Now  Dr.3peer ,1  want  you  to  do  this  as  an  opportunity  of  reaching 
a  large  number  of  people  who  are  not  reached  through  the  religious 
press  and  who  may  never  have  a  chance  to  hear  you  personally.  ,e 
have  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  cash  subscribers  which 
means  an  audience  of  three  million  possible  readers.  °"*nS 
our  mixed  const ituency, Catholics , Jews  and  many  of  the  unregenerate^ 
it  id  necessary, as  I  am  sure  you  appreciate, to  avoid  religious 
technicalities  and  not  to  presume  too  much  knowledge  on  .he  part 
of  your  readers. 

Dr.Osora  Davis .Moderator  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  has  promised  an  editorial  injthe  near  future* 


(Hljmuut  (Tribune 

THE  WORLDS  GREATEST  NEWSPAPER 
TRIBUNE  SQUARE 
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The  length  of  the  editorial  must  he  about  1350  words ,if  i 
shorter^it  will  necessitate  the  editor's  lengthening  it  in  order 
to  fill  the  space  allotted  us  in  the  paper- 

.  *  *  •  iH  I  |  ?  ' 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  your  early  convenience  f I  am  ■ 


TV7»«|  •  *  t  *  i 

.MX*:  v  ._V*lk  ii 

/.■mi w  |  S  fr  ;  s  £ 


—  V— 


si  s; 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


—  i-yrTf  Ann  SXTNDAV,  fljj 


MNf.F.RNlNG  “RELlGioNTODAV^ 


EY  THUTOOV.  W.  B.  NORTON,  Fh.  O. 

I  Religious  Editor,  Ohicwo  Trlbotn.l 
One  of  the  bis  business  men  of  Chicago  wro  o 
■■It  a  courageous  act  in  Tu»  Tnmtmu  to 
Initiate  and  publleb  ‘Religion  Today.  1  here  or 
many  men  from  whom  you  will  not  h“''  " 
have  boon  deeply  Impressed  by  theso  re  gl 

editorials."  . 

A  newspaper  writer,  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the 
gallant,  said:  “The  book.  Religion  Today.  Is  a 
great  victory  for  the  church.  It  means  more  than 
most  people  think  to  have  a  great  secular  pain, 
like  The  TWBUNE,  crowded  as  It  Is  all  t  e  m 
with  news  Of  crime,  politics  and  Internationa 
events  of  stirring  Interest,  deem  religious  ne 
and  editorial  comment  on  religious  themes  of 
equal  interest  and  to  give  It  adequate  space  T 
church  can  congratulate  itself  on  having  thieved 
a  permanent  place  In  the  news  “lumm 

These  complimentary  words  were  tur,s 

book  of  134  pages  containing  U  full  P«e  pl=tur;s. 

IS  editorials  in  full,  and  37  editorials  In a  M 
page  extract  entitled  “  Religion  Today.  wh»oh  T“  r 
Tribute  in  Its  generosity  sells  for  ten  c  . 
thirteen  cents  by  mall.  I  say  graerwlty,  ,or  a” 
one  who  knows  book  values  In  these  day.  of  high 
wages  and  cost  of  paper  knows  that  a  book  of 
this  size  and  makeup  cannot  be  thus  published  at 

The^ policy  of  having  a  weekly  rcllglou.  ■ editorial 
Is  unique  with  THE  TntutWE.  The 
a  hook  of  religious  editorials  Is  also  sn  innova 
lion.  No  other  dally  paper,  so  far  as  we  know 
has  done  this.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  I  can  In 

to-r^y  rs” 

era  laymen  and  ministers,  who  have  freely  given 
of  their  time,  thought  and  work  m  malting  so 
admirable  a  volume. 

I  In  answer  to  many  inquiries,  we  will  .state  the 
principles  we  adopted  in  soliciting  the  editor1^. 

We  have  requested  that  every  editorial  b 
definitely  religious.  We  have  not  attempted  to 
define  religion  but  have  assumed  it  would 
interpreted  in  the  commonly  accepted  manner 
referring  to  the  experience  of  the  soul  with  G  . 
or  the  recital  of  facts  concerning  Ihe  churc* 
agencies  which  are  seeking  to  build  “P  the  king 
dom  of  .cod  on  earth.  We  assume  the  desire 
for  prayer  and  the  practice  ft  it  Is  as  universal 
love  We  know  some  hearts  become  so  calloused 
that  lore  makes  no  appeal  to  them  and  likewise 
there  are  those  whose  spiritual  sensibilities  hav 
become  so  deadened  they  do  not  respond  to  re¬ 
ligious  motives  and  cherish  no  religious  asplra- 
Rons,  but  they  nre  the  exception  and  their  condi¬ 
tion  has  been  reached  only  after  resistance  to 
emotions  which  beat  upon  them  like  incoming 
waves  of  the  sea  in  their  earlier  years.  Aligns- 
tine's  oft  quoted  words  are  eternally  true.  Man 
was  made  for  God  and  he  Is  restless  until  he  rests 
In  God.” 

How  is  religious  emotion  awakened?  Just  as  a  jia 
sense  of  beauty  is  awakened  by  standing  in  front  „„ 
of  a  work  of  art,  a  fair  face,  an  alluring  landscape.  Be 
Religious  emotion  is  in  a  similar  manner  depend-  er 
ent  on  our  looking  upon  the  divine  In  prayer  or  th 
the  witnessing  of  some  holy  deed  or  chauac.er. 
or  hearing  a  word  painting  of  these  experiences 
as  others  have  «.  them.  If  we  neglect  religion 
the  soul  will  be  like  an  uncultivated  garden  where 
irow  weeds  and  not  flowers,  or  a  neglected  busi¬ 
ness  which  ends  in  bankruptcy. 

We  have  requested  all  writers  of  the  editorials 
to  keep  in  their  mind’s  view  the  intelligent  man 
of  the  street.  Jazz  maddened  youth  of  either  sex 
do  not  read  editorials  of  any  kind,  much  less  eU. 
lorlals  professedly  religious.  We  recognize  that 
religion  has  Its  theological  expressions  as  twib- 
nical  as  those  of  philosophy,  trade,  or  science.  It  e  kn 
seek  to  avoid  terms  or  Ideas  which  pertain  only 
to  the  study,  the  seminary,  the  cloister,  or  what  , 
may  properly  be  called  religious  trade  magazines.  „ 
We  believe  our  writers  have  succeeded  in  making  » 
their  thoughts  so  clearly  understood  that  a  banker.  , 
lawyer,  merchant,  club  woman,  school  teacher, 
tradesman,  or  housekeeper  can  understand  them,  u^ 
Our  writers  have  avoided  religious  controversj .  ^ 

This  does  not  mean  all  have  written  after  a  single  j  , 
model.  There  has  been  a.  wide  range  of  thought  su 
and  expression.  We  havi  never  objected  to  the  ^ 
most  positive  expressions  upholding  modernist  or 
fundamentalist  viewpoints.  We  simply  have  not 
allowed  the  pot  to  call  the  kettle  black.  We  prefer 
to  have  religious  battles  fought  in  papers  known 
as  champions  of  a  single  denomination  or  cult. 

We  have  urged  all  writers  to  add  inspiration 
to  Information.  We  may  he  guilty  of  the  charge 
of  moralizing  after  Victorian  standards,  but  we 
are  oblivious  to  any  such  criticism.  As  one  of 
our  editorial  contributors  saia:  "  It  Is  a  mistaken 
maxim  to  say  that  knowledge  is  power.'  Knowl- 
edge  is  not  in  Itself  power.  Knowledge  must  be 
charged  with  dynamite.  It  must  be  put  Into 
action  It  must  have  motive,  purpose  and  desire 
hack  of  it  One  may  know  the  laws  of  health  hut 
ruin  himself  by  selfish  indulgence.  One  may  know 
the  pattern  which  would  make  him  a  convenient 
and  attractive  home  in  which  to  live  and  yet  oe 
a  wanderer  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  For  this 
reason  we  have  urged  our  writers  to  put  steam 
under  the  boilers,  to  follow  their  recitation  of 
!  how  the  Good  Samaritan  helped  the  man  who  fell 
among  thieves  with  the  Master's  exhortation.  ■'  Oo 
thou  and  do  likewise."  We  have  suggested  that 
every  editorial  ought  to  be  so  written  that  the 
reader  will  be  inspired  with  the  resolve  to  be 
better  individually  or  do  something  helpful. 

“Religion  Today”  has  already  had  such  a  fa¬ 
vorable  reception  we  expect  a  still  wider  circula- 
tlon  as  rime  goes  on.  A  prominent  Chicago  pastor 
wrote:  “I  read  most  of  the  editorials  as  they 
came  out  but  I  missed  some  and  I  want  the  book. 

I  have  filed  those  I  read.  1  think!  the  editorials 
are  classics.'  They  have  permanent  value."  I 

This  is  not-the  place  for  a  tabulated  list  of  the 
churches  which  have  responded  wlUi  orders.  It 
Is  enough  here  to  say  that  individual  churches  have 
ordered  as  many  as  400  copies,  and  others  down 
,  the  list,  200,  150,  and  many  of  them  100.  Orders 
■from  a  distance  have  usually  come  In  -twos, 

1  threes  fours,  and  in  a  few  Instances,  tens,  but  we 
have  wondered  why  churches  in  other  states  than 
Illinois,  in  smaller  cities  than  Chicago,  even  In 
country  churches  as  I  have  known  them,  strong, 
intelligent,  progressive,  could  not  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  distribute  the  hooks  among  their 
constituency.  The  editorials  are  on  such  funda¬ 
mental  questions  as:  "The  World's  Best  Seller," 
"The  World's  Essential  Industry,"  “The  Church 
as  a  Civic  Asset."  "Why  Men  Should  Attend 
Church  "  “  The  Religion  of  a  Trout  Stream,  ' 
"What' Religion  Means  to  Me."  "Why  Advertise 
l  the  Church,"  "How  Church  Union  Is  Working 
I  i„  Canada."  “  My  Creed-a  Message  for  the  New 
Tear."  "  Happy  Netv  Tear!  The  Three  Happiest 
Men  I  Know,"  ''  The  Unspanked  Generation,"  •'  Is 
Religion  Decadent?"  "■ Religion  and  Work." 
"Easter  Customs— What  Do  They  Mean?"  "The 
Religious  Needs  of  Students  and  How  to  Meet 
Them  •'  These  and  other  subjects  are  as  vital  to 
country  as  to  city,  to  Iowa.  California  and  New 
York  as  to  Illinois,  to  Canada  as  to  the  United 
|  Stale*.  _ —  - 


bl< 

Ini 

th 


ab 


Cll  le.AGO  SUNDAY  '>HiL 


CHRIST1ANITY  AND 


’busInesTI 


BY  WILLIAM  C.  COLEMAN. 

(rrvUdeul.ot  the  Northern  BsPtist  _  7 

the  Coleman  Lamp  and  Swap  Co.,  •  ' 

A  fellow  business  man  asked  me  recen  ,er- 

a  book  I  considered  the  most  helpful 
standing  of  the  human  element  In 
Uons.  I  replied  the  best  ^  I  know  ««  « 

subject  Is  the  New  Testament.  1  *>  l'  ”  .  cbrtet 

that  the  principles  enunclatpd  y Uon  to(lay 
1.9M  years  ago  havo  a  pracUcal  apt 
and  ate  the  principles  which  ”uct 

consciously  or  unconsciously  in  the 

big  business.  .  '  ths  rainds  of 

In  trying  to  instill  these  ideas  into  the  m .  ^ 

employes  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  e  P 
state  that  he  wants  this  or  that  “ 

that  attitude  maintained.  because  th  „ew  Testa- 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  found  conduct- 

ment,  but  after  laying  down  the  rul  8  ,  ,n_  tbe 

Ingr  any  phase  of  business  and  or  partlc- 

proper  attitude  towards  other  „ 

ular  concern,  or  in  the  business  success 

will  be  found  that  these  rule,  for  genuine  success 
are  the  very  same  that  Christ  taus :  .  a„d 

Go  back  to  the  beginnings  of  Bible  hist 
you  will  find  our  first  parents  were >  toldto  subdue 
L  earth.  That  Is.  they  were  ***%££%£ 
and  not  servants  of  things  mater  .  .test 

is  a  Christian  principle,  for  one  of 
hindranees  to  the  Christian  life  today  is  the  letting 
material  things  as  expressed  In  wealtt, 
luxuries  and  selfish  pleasures  dominate  th 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  noblest  in  him. 

Consider  the  parable  of  tbe  unjust  Stewart  as 
re»rdTL  Luke  16  and  especially  1 :he .words  n 
verses  U  and  12:  "  If  therefore  ye  have  not  been 
faithful  in  the  unrighteous  Mammon, 
commit  to  your  trust  the  true  richest  And  U  y. 
have  not  been  faithful  In  that  which  is  nnothe, 
man  s,  who  shall  give  you  that  which  IS  your  own 
What  are  the  true  .riches?  Obviously  they  are 
the  riches  of  the  heart  and  spirit,  the  'leme“ 
character  without  which  life  itself  has  no  real 
value.  Christ  therefore  taught  that  one  Us 
condition,  of  obtaining  these  true  riches  Is _  that 
one  should  be  faithful  In  the  discharge  of  bis  duties 
in  business  dealings  and  also  that  fat  u  ess 
executing  every  trust  put  into  ones  tanas  ™ 
others  Is  the  condition  on  which  men 
Into  possession  of  things  that  are  «>eir  owm  La 
olher  words,  faithfulness,  small  and  bi„ 
foundation  of  a  successful  career.  . 

Christ  was  preeminently  tbe  teacher  of  ttaval: » 
of  personality.  He  considered  .t  more  ™tartnnt  to 
save  one  maniac  at  Gadara  than  a  whole _  herd  of 
swine.  He  .aught  a  man  cquid  be  healed  on  the 
Sabbath  day  because  a  sheep  or  an  ox  falling 
a  pit  on  the  Sabbath  could  be  rescued,  and  he  was 
of  more  value  than  any  number  of  sheep  or  oxen. 

A  principle  now  taught  In  all  big  business  em 
phasizes  the  fact  that  a  man  Is  not  a  mere  ^ 
the  machine.  The  labor  a  man  sells  to  Ms  em 
ployer  has  to  he  delivered  in  a  human  Parage 
Ld  this  package  cannot  deliver  its ■«»«£  ““ 
it  Is  functioning  in  a  cooperative  way  T 
been  a  decided  growth  in  this  idea  of  the  value 
^personality  and  the  important  p  ace  ^f  the 
individual  in  the  business  world  in  the  la*  t 
years,  and  whether  recognized  or  not  it  is  me 
growth  of  the  teachings  of  Christ. 

I  have  been  amused  sometimes  when  I  have 
heard  men  at  some  convention  or  gathering  of  busl- 
“  C  m  down  this  idea  of  the  value  of  per- 
:ZZ  as  though  they  had  only  recently  discovered 
the  fact  as  a  new  truth  in  human  Ufe  when  it  is 
1  900  years  old  and  was  never  more  fully 
expuclti?  taught  than  it  was  by  Christ  In  the  ser- 
mon  on  the  mount  and  in  several  of  his  parables. 

The  emphasis  of  Christianity  Is  on  obligations 
rather  than  on  rights.  Christ  wanted  every  man  to 
have  his  rights,  bot  he  taught  that  the  way  for 
o^  to  Obtain  his  rights  was  no.  by  directly  seeking 
them  but  by  meeting  bis  obligations  and  the  rights  | 

„„™d  come  of  themselves.  His  statement  worn 
..  For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shalllose  it  and 
whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for,  my  sake  sh^l  find 
It  This  is  a  sound  business  principle.  A  man 
who  loses  himself  in  his  task  and  in  seeking  the 
welfare  of  all  concerned  will  find  his  rights 

1  interests  are  better  cared  for. 

I  Every  right  has  ah  obligation.  If  one  Is  to  own 
property  he  must  respect  the  rights  of  others  to 
own  property.  If  one  expects  protection  from  the 
government  he  must  be  loyal  and  patriotic  with 
respect  to  his  government. .  If  wc  demand  religious 
liberty  for  ourselves  we  must  respect  the  religious 
ZZ  of  others.  H  one  Is  to  be  honored  in  a  city 
he  must  work  for  the  welfare  of  the  city.  To  have 
the  greatest  success  one  must  try  to  raise  the  leve 
of  success  for  all  below  him  in  the  social  or  finan¬ 
cial  scale.  True  success  is  not  built  upon  the 
failure  of  others,  but  by  helping  others. 

The  motto,  "Live  and  let  live,"  is  not  Christian 
hut  pagan  for  it  is  founded  on  indifference  to 
others  The  Christian  ideal  Is.'  "  Live  and  help 
others  to  live."  The  real  difference  *>««»< Chris- 
tianlty  and  paganism  is  right  at  this  point  The 
pagan  is  self  centered.  He  is  so  even  in  his  religion. 

The  spirit  of  altruism  found  in  the  great  social 
organizations  of  the  country  such  as  the  Rotary 
itiwanls  and  Lions  clubs.  Is  at  the  bottom  the  appl 
cation  ot  Cffirlstian  principles.  Such  a  sentiment 
as  ••  Ho  profits  most  who  serves  best. ’came  from 
the  gospel  and  from  no  other  source.  The  words  of 
Christ  were:  Whosoever  will  he  chief  among  you. 

■'calLtaThiataOT  today  >ook  for  qualities  of  j 
heart  ill  men  they  would  put  at  the  heads  of  their 
nrranizatlon  and  not  simply  at  their  technical  and  | 
scientific  skill.  Cooperative  industry  calls  for 
sympathy,  patience,  and  a  recognition  that  ag  a 
lider  of  men  in  business  one  must  help  in  shaping 
the  minds  of  men  over  whom  he  is  placed.  We  are 
In  more  or  less  influenced  in  our  thinking  by  others 
and  an  official  holds  a  peculiar  responsibility  in  this 

regard.  He  must  have  faith  in  his  fellow  men. 

Christ  was  a  sublime  Illustration  of  faith  In 
others  for  lie  look  the  twelve  apostles  out  of  the 
common  walks  of  Ufe  with  Imperfections  of  char- 
acter  in  them  as  we  see  In  men  today,  but  he  so 
msplrcd  them  with  confidence  in  their  ability  to  win 
u.  g-nt  them  out  to  conquer  the  world.  Business 
men  must  inspire  men  under  them  to  do  their  best 
by  showing  confidence  In  them  and  sympathy  for 
their  difficulties.  , 

*  i 

I  am  concerned  for  the  future  of  the  Christian 
church  at  this  point.  I  am  afraid  unless  we  exer- 
7~  great  diligence  the  world  will  paganize  us 
tastead  of  our  christianizing  the  world.  The  world 
.becoming  a  unit  and  we  must  oonside«he  impact 
China  Mid  India  on  America  as  well  as  the  im- 
naot  ol  America  on  .those  great  nations. 

The  church  Is  In  danger  ot  being  lost  as  a  sheep 
lost  A  sheep  goes  astray  not  because  it  Is 
Weired  or  bad.  but  because,  in  its  eagerness  to  get 
Tn.  best  pasture,  it  keeps  its  eyes  on  the  ground 
does  not  look  up.  Bo  the  church  in  its  eager- 
build  up  individual  churches  and  institutions 
“Ms  ts  its  real  task  of  Christianizing  the  world, 
^^tave  served  on  committees  having  in  charge 
1  „nnltv  chests.  The  efforts  of  many  seem  to  be 
'Tro  see  how  much  can  be  raised  for  the  good  of 
n°  .mm  unity  but  bow  little  must  be  raised  and 

th®  vf-  with  it.  I  have  found  the  same  spirit  in 
budget  system  of  my  own  Baptist  denomination 
i  t  expect  the  same  Is  true  in  other  denomlna- 
an<1  There  ore  those  who  try  to  decide  on  the 
uonH‘  that  tile  work  will  stand  without  collapse 
of  planning  on  the  biggest  possible  expend! 
mstea  tll!,  saI,r|flclal  power  of  the  churoll.  It 

tuves  o  M  well  a,  a  Christian  principle  that 

*S  usual  generosity,  even  the  entire  devotion  ot 
f  to  a  worthwhile  enterprise,  brings  the  more 
I’p-mdant  life,  the  larger  success. 


From  an  Editorial  in  The 
Tribune  Feb.  28,  1926 
IN  THIS  SPACE  NEXT 
SUNDAY. 

A  series  of  articles  on  religious  subjects  will 
appear  in  this  column  beginning  next  Sunday. 
The  Rev.  W.  B.  Norton,  religious  editor  of  The 
Tribune,  has  procured  and  will  procure  the 
writings  of  both  clergymen  and  laymen  and  will 
contribute  himself. 

It  has  seemed  to  The  Tribune  that  the  relation 
of  journalism  to  religion  has  been  unsatisfactory 
and  of  small  effect  Newspapers  do  not  get  much 
beyond  a  gesture  which  is  to  indicate  interest.  It 
is  not  easy  to  find  the  right  relation  and  maintain 
it.  The  space  given  religious  topics  in  a  news¬ 
paper  should  be  justified  in  the  interest  that  space 
has  for  its  readers.  Probably  the  greatest  jour¬ 
nalistic  failure  in  the  religious  field  has  been  in 
this  lack  of  interest  and  importance. 

Here  are  activities  and  experiences  of  the 
greatest  import  in  the  lives  of  most  readers  and 
no  other  great  factor  in  life  has  so  little  real 
exposition  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  an  exposition 
which  must  avoid  controversy.  It  must  present 
with  intelligence  and  yet  without  offense. 

The  Tribune  is  not  undertaking  the  column  as 
a  gesture  or  as  a  concession.  As  such  it  could 
not  accomplish  its  purpose.  What  we  seek  are 
articles  which  people  will  want  to  read  and  which 
will  be  valuable  to  them  when  read.  The  experi¬ 
ences  and  ideas  of  thoughful  men  and  women, 
presented  so  as  to  invite  attention  and  command 
respect,  are  sought. 

A  foreword  as  to  the  content  of  the  column 
which  is  now  in  readiness  will  indicate  the 
proposed  character:  “  Is  Religion  Decadent?  ” 

by  Dr.  Shailer  Mathews,  dean  of  the  Divinity 
school  of  the  University  of  Chicago;  “What 
Religion  Demands  of  Industry,’’  by  the  Rev.  Worth 
M.  Tippy  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America;  “  The  Place  of  Jesus  in  the 
Life  of  a  Business  Man,”  by  William  F.  Pelham, 
head  of  the  William  F.  Pelham  company;  “What 
Religion  Means  to  Me,”  by  Clarence  F.  Funk, 
president  of  the  Agricultural  Bond  and  Credit 
corporation,  etc. 

The  Tribune  hopes  the  column  will  be  a  success. 
To  be  so  it  must  have  value  and  importance  and 
not  be  the  mere  concession  of  space  to  a  topic.  We 
shall  try  to  make  it  a  success  if  the  proper 
material  can  be  found. 


December  6,  192? 


Mrs,  W.  B.  Norton, 
Chicago  Tribune, 
Chicago,  111. 


Dear  ""rs.  Norton; 

I  have  your  kind  letter  of  Nbvenfeor  28th  with  reference  to  a 
religious  editorial  for  the  Sunday  issue  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  I  ■  1S 
could  help  you  in  the  matter  but  I  do  not  believe  in  the  Sunday 
a£ld  v;hile  I  know  that  my  belief  has  no  meaning  in  so  .ar  as  any  e.iect  a  h 
Sunday  newspaper  is  concerned  it  makes  it  impracticable  for  me  to  writs  as  a 

contributor  to  the  funday  issue, 

I  know  quite  well  what  may  be  said  la  behalf  of  writing  the  things 

to  overrule  my  personal  objections  in  »he  mooter, 

I  think  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  others  who  will  be 
glad  to  furnish  the  missionary  editorial  you  desire. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


r^s/b 


/ 


156  Fifth  ;,va., 
few  York  City, 
June  23,  1927. 


Rov.  Frank  Ysson  Forth,  F.F., 
150  Fifth  A vo. , 

Now  York  City. 


yy  dear  I  r.  North: 

I  thank  you  with  all  iry  heart  for  your  kind  telegram  of  congrat¬ 
ulation  which  came  to  me  at  the  General  - ssambiy.  I  had  earnestly 
hoped  and  pray o a  that  there  might  he  some  vay  of  escape  out  as  I  look 
hnck  I  can  believe  that  it  was  all  of  Cod’s  oruering  and  that  tnare 
was  nothing,  of  course,  to  do  but  to  valk  in  what  seamed  to.be  the  way 
of  duty.  /e  certainly  had  Cod’s  evident  and  abundant  hi  jSoiAg  et  tno 
Assembly  and  I  trust  and  pray  that  it  may  be  the  beginning  of  far 
better  and  rich  things  for  our  Church  in  the  days  to  come. 


;ith  warm  regard,  I  am 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


HSS/V 


'ILIWG  D 


Mr.'  Spe< 


I  ■  }  \z ,  tcu 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 

THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMPl?^ 

COMMITTEE  ON  PROGRAM  AND  FIELD  ACTIVITIES 


OFFICE  OF 

FINANCE  DEPARTMENT 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


December  27,  1927. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

Buildi ng. 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  yours  of  the  23rd  to  Dr.  Patterson 
who  is  absent  from  the  office. 

As  to  report  of  receipts  of  the  Boards  up  to  December  31,  1927  - 
I  would  advise  that  this  office  receives  and  assembles  the  figures 
which  are  sent  to  ue  shortly  after  the  close  of  each  month  -  say  about 
the  10th  of  the  following  month.  The  reports  of  the  receipts  by  the 
Self  Supporting  Synods  and  Presbyteries  are  not  made  until  the  close 
of  each  fiscal  year. 

If  the  10th  of  January  is  too  late  for  your  letter  to  the  Church 
I  am  sure  Doctor  Patterson  would  be  glad  to  write  to  the  several  treasurers 
requesting  that  they  make  a  special  effort  to  report  about  the  4th  or  5th 
of  January. 

• 

I  am  enclosing  copy  of  our  statement  of  receipts  which  was  made 
for  November.  This  would  be  the  form  of  report  of  receipts  which  we 
would  place  in  your  hands  for  December  31. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Secretary  to  I.  R.  Patterson. 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  RECElTTS  FROIvi  LIVING  GIVERS 
TO  THE  AS i- SLY !  ^  BOARDS  AND  AGENCIES 

April  1  -  November  30  of  the  current  fiscal  year 
as  comps  ret?  with  the  same  period  last  year. 


Assembly's  Boards  and 
Agencies  in  Budget 

192^ 

.1927 

Increase 

National  Missions 

$1,220,513.53 

$1,204,123.48 

$16,390.05* 

Foreign  Missions 

1,614,178.24 

1,584,109.25 

30,068.99* 

Christian  Education 

500,541.52 

305,219.76 

4,678.24 

Ministerial  Relief 

196,104.14 

173,552.86 

22,551.28* 

and  Sustentati on 

Armer lean  Bibl»  Society 

14,149.39 

13,620.57 

528.32* 

Federal  Cauncil 

6,719.36 

6,198.90 

520.46* 

$3,352,206.18 

$3,286,824.82 

/  -  t 

-t 

$65,381.36* 

Receipts  of  Women's  Departments 

Separated  from 

Above  .Amount,  s 

National  Missiona 

$  480,875.69 

$  485,011.83 

$  4,136.14 

Foreign  Missions 

499,251.45 

533,443.77 

34,192.32 

$  980,127.14 

$1,018,  455.60 

$38,328.46 

^Decrease . 


NOTE  t  The  aoove  statement  shews  that  the  total  receipts  as  of  December 
1st  Y/ere  $65,381.36  less  than  to  the  same  date  last  year.  The  Women’s 
Departments  have  an  increase  of  $38 , 328.46 .  This  sum  is  included  in 
the  total  mentioned  above  so  that  the  Assembly  Boards  exclusive  of  the 
women  are  really  $103,709.82  behind  the  receipts  of  the  same  date  for 
the  previous  year. 

The  National  Board,  exclusive  of  the  women,  received  $20,526.19  less 
and  the  Foreign  Board  $64,261.31  less.  In  the  case  of  the  other 
Boards  the  figures  are  as  given  in  the  first  part  of  the  tabulation. 


GElje  $rest)j>tman  Cfjurd)  in  tfjc  United  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


•  Moderator 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER.  D.D..  LL.D. 
NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


STATED  CLERK 

LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D..  LL.D. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Vick-Moderator 

WARREN  H.  LANDON.  D.D..  LL.D. 
San  Anselmo,  Cal. 


Treasurer 

LAND  TITLE  AND  TRUST  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


To  the  Minister: 

Will  you  please  read  the  following  letter  to  the  Session  at  its  next  meeting  and 
then  will  you  not  also  read  it,  in  whole  or  in  such  part  as  you  think  best,  with  your 
own  comments  and  appeal,  to  the  whole  congregation? 

January  12,  1928. 

To  the  Ministers  and  Members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

Dear  Friends: 

The  General  Council  of  our  Church  met  in  Chicago  on  November  29-30  to  consider 
the  matters  referred  to  it  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  including  the  benevolence 
necessities  of  the  Boards  of  the  Church,  our  forms  of  Judicial  Procedure,  and 
especially  the  subject  of  deeper  faith  and  life  in  the  Church  and  a  more  sustained 
and  fruitful  evangelistic  effort  on  the  part  of  both  its  ministers  and  its  members. 

The  Council  is  to  report  to  the  next  Assembly  with  reference  to  the  wisdom 
of  any  change  in  our  Judicial  Procedure  but  it  instructed  the  Moderator  and  the 
Stated  Clerk  to  write  now  to  the  Church  with  regard  to  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Church  and  especially  its  devotion  of  mind  and  heart  to  the  Gospel  and  its  expres¬ 
sion  of  this  devotion  in  positive,  convincing,  persuasive  and  affectionate  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Christian  truth  and  in  wise,  courageous,  unceasing  effort  to  lead  men  and 
women  to  Christian  faith  and  discipleship. 

We  would  refer  first,  briefly,  to  the  situation  of  our  Boards.  Toward  the 
full  benevolence  budget  of  $12,000,000  for  all  the  work  of  the  Boards  and  of  the 
Self-supporting  Synods  and  Presbyteries,  the  amount  received  by  the  Boards  on 
November  30  was  $4,285,460,  or  $26,003  less  than  on  November  30  a  year  ago.  One  or 
the  other  of  two  things  is  true  -  either  the  churches  are  giving  less  this  year  than 
last  or  they  are  delaying  even  more  than  formerly  the  transmission  of  their  gifts. 
Either  of  these  explanations  is  lamentable.  As  a  matter  of  honor  and  fidelity  to 
donors  benevolent  gifts  should  be  forwarded  without  delay.  Never  ought  they  to  be 
borrowed  for  other  use  even  temporarily.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  honor  and  fidelity 
to  our  Saviour  that  with  such  vastly  increased  resources  as  we  enjoy,  an  ever 
rapidly  increasing  portion  should  be  given  to  the  Saviour's  service  in  the  work 
which  our  Church  is  doing  through  its  Boards.  We  believe  there  is  no  more  efficient, 
fruitful,  faithful,  economic  work  being  done  anywhere  or  by  any  one,  and  we  would  be 


justified  if  we  were  to  appeal  for  a  doubling  of  our  benevolent  gifts  to  our  own 
agencies  during  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  year. 

In  a  real  sense,  our  giving  is  a  measure  of  our  believing,  our  living  and  our 
loving.  Of  even  God  we  read  that  "He  so  loved  that  He  gave."  Back  of  all  the  benev¬ 
olences  and  activities  of  our  Church  we  need  a  sure  and  steadfast  faith  in  the 
great  facts  and  truths  of  our  Gospel,  -  the  historic  facts  out  of  which  it  sprang 
when  God  in  Christ  came  into  our  world  and  wrought  salvation  for  us,  the  facts  about 
God  and  man  which  were  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  and  which  abide  unalterably  true 
whether  men  believe  them  or  not,  the  facts  of  the  Christian  experience.  Would  that 
all  of  us,  ministers  and  people  alike,  would  pierce  deeper  into  these  great  facts 
and  rest  upon  them.  "For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid  which  is 
Jesus  Christ."  And  let  every  man  take  heed  how  he  buildeth  thereupon.  Any  fresh 
and  real  evangelistic  advance  must  rest  upon  the  clear  evangelical  convictions  and 
spring  from  a  genuine  life  of  penitence  and  prayer,  of  personal  trust  in  the  grace 
of  Christ,  and  of  love  of  God  and  our  brethren. 

Such  new  movements  of  faith  and  life  may  break  forth  anywhere  in  the  Church 
but  the  General  Council  instructed  us  especially  to  lay  this  matter  upon  our  Pres¬ 
byteries  and  to  issue  "a  call  to  the  moderators  of  Presbyteries  urging  that  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  the  Presbyteries  be  called  together  for  a  day  of  special 
prayer,  humiliation  and  conference,  earnestly  seeking  the  direction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  planning  for  more  effective  evangelistic  effort,  and  for  the  deepening  of 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  churches  of  the  Presbyteries,  with  the  understanding  that 
where  such  a  gathering  under  Synodical  auspices  would  be  practicable  or  preferable, 
this  should  be  arranged."  Many  such  gatherings  have  already  been  held  with  rich 
result.  May  there  not  be  many  more?  And  in  many  congregations  and  neighborhoods 
can  there  not  be  community  groups  in  which  pastors  and  people,  men  and  women,  old 
and  young  together,  will  unite  to  seek  a  surer  faith  and  a  deeper  life  and  a  fuller 
and  richer  service? 

There  is  need  in  all  our  denominations  today  of  a  resolute  effort  to  conserve 
our  church  membership  and  to  hold  to  abiding  loyalty  those  who  are  in  danger  of 
falling  away.  At  present  our  evangelical  churches  lose  on  the  average  by  death  or 
defection  one  member  for  every  two  they  gain.  We  should  hold  those  we  are  losing 


and  we  should  be 

winning  far  more 

.  Statistical  studies 

have  shown 

the  following 

startling  facts 

for  three  of  our 

largest  communions: 

No.  of  churches 

Proportion  of 

with  no  accessions 

accessions  to 

Denomination 

No.  of  churches 

last  year 

Percent 

church  members 

Meth.  Episcopal 

16,581 

4,651 

28.1 

1  to  19.6  members 

Baptist 

9,765 

3,474 

39.6 

1  to  20.4  members 

Presbyterian 

9,229 

3,269 

31.1 

1  to  21.5  members 

Total 

35,645 

11,394 

32.0 

Of  course  some  of  these  churches  which  did  not  have  a  single  accession  are 
small  or  are  only  nominal,  but  most  of  them  are  not.  On  the  other  hand  many  of  our 
churches  which  have  reported  one  or  more  accessions  ought  to  have  been  able  to  report 
far  more.  It  is  a  sad  fact  also  that  from  many  of  our  Sunday  Schools  no  one  has 


come  into  the  Church  this  past  year.  Can  we  not  with  prayer  and  by  the  help  of  God 
do  far  better  this  new  year?  Can  we  not  in  the  months  that  remain  before  Easter  set 
to  work  so  earnestly  that  by  the  Resurrection  Day  all  those  whom  we  ought  to  ap¬ 
proach  at  this  time  shall  be  approached  and  urgently  pressed  to  receive  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  Saviour  and  to  give  themselves  to  Him  as  His  disciples? 

We  need  to  recognize  and  proclaim  the  power  of  God  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

We  are  meeting  in  our  modern  age  a  purely  naturalistic  interpretation  of  the  world 
and  of  life  which  leaves  no  place  for  true  religion,  and  this  temper  of  mind  may 
easily  creep  into  our  own  hearts.  Our  answer  must  be  the  answer  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  faith  and  also  of  the  New  Testament  life;  the  answer  of  a  reasoned  conviction 
about  Christ  and  the  answer  of  a  living  experience  through  which  Christ  confronts 
men  and  assures  them  of  His  love  and  power . 

There  are  many  to  whom  this  letter  will  come  who  are  already,  with  love  and 
devotion,  doing  all  they  can  to  proclaim  the  historic  and  living  faith  of  the  Gospel 
and  to  win  others  to  our  great  Saviour.  But  there  are  many  of  us  to  whom  the 
ancient  call  is  coming,  "Awake,  thou  that  sleepest  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and 
Christ  shall  give  thee  light.  Walk  in  widsom  toward  them  that  are  without,  redeem¬ 
ing  the  time."  To  this  call  as  old  as  the  Church  and  as  new  as  our  present,  pressing 
need  may  we  all  be  given  grace  to  answer  today  with  one  mind  and  one  heart!  What  is 
there  that  can  meet  the  deep  need  of  the  world  today,  that  can  right  its  wrongs  and 
cure  its  ills  and  take  away  its  sin,  but  the  love  and  life  of  God  in  Christ? 

"Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other."  And  it  is  our  duty  and  joy  to  experience 
that  salvation  in  reality  and  power  and  to  share  it  with  all  mankind,  "beginning  at 
Jerusalem"  and  reaching  out  without  delay  to  "the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth. 

Very  faithfully  yours. 


Moderator. 


Stated  Clerk. 


September  16,1927 
Dictated  14th. 


^r.  Speer 


!5r.  .  R.  Patterson, 

166  Fifth  Avenue, 
lew  "oik  City  . 

My  dear  Dr.  Patterson, 

I  am  ver^  much  obliged  for  your  letter  of  September  13th 
and  for  the  most  illuminating  studies  which  ^  ou  have  made.  ill  there 
be  any  presentation  of  your  results  in  the  "Presbyterian  Magazine ''  and 
'hurch  papers?  I  shall  certainly  take  opportunity  to  refer  to  them 
myself  both  in  addresses  and  in  articles. 

it  seems  to  me  they  lay  a  very  clear  and  specific  duty  either 
on  the  Board  of  National  Missions  or  on  the  General  Council,  or  on  •  oth. 
home  one  should  take  up,  not  critically  but  in  the  kindest  and  most  persuasive 
and  helpful  way, the  facts  which  you  have  brought  out  with  the  pastors  and 
churches  individually.  e  o  g.  t  to  cut  this  delin  uency  in  two  this  year, 

by  wise  and  personal  efforts  of  the  oards  and  the  General  Council  generally 
and  concretely  through  all  secretaries  and  field  agencies  working  here  in 
the  home  Church.  be  must  t  ke  adequate  time  for  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  issues  which  your  studies  and  Dr.  eber’s  have  revealed  at  the 
ne  t  meeting  of  the  "vangelistic  Committee,  and  then  in  November  at  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Council. 

1  th’nk  the  data  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
note  to  me,  would  be  of  importance  to  the  Evangelistic  ’ommi ttee,  to  the 
Board  of  National  fissions  and  to  the  General  Council. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


E3S*C 


Mr.  Speer 


December  23,1927 


Hr.  W.  E.  Patterson, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  ”ork  City. 

Hy  dear  I)r.  Patterson, 

Hr.  Pudge  and  I  under  instructions  from  the  General  Council  are 
expecting  to  send  out  early  in  January  another  General  ter  totne  Churc 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  Church’s  spiritual  lile  and  Evangelistic 
oric.  °  We  agreed  that  it  would  he  a  good  opportunity  to  include  a  paragrap 
on  the  subject  of  the  benevolences  as  follows: 

"We  would  refer  first,  briefly,  to  the  situation  o  our  aoarcis. 
toward  the  full  benevolence  budget  of  $12,000,000  ***  *he 

of  the  Boards  and  the  Self-supporting  Synods  and  Presbyteries,  *.he 
mount  received  on  December  31  was  approxima  ,~cl}'  .  *G,  .  ^  , 

four  Boards  had  received  from  churches  and  Sunday  Schools  and  individuals 
or  -  less  than  on  December  31  a  year  ao. 

One  or  -the  other  of  two  things  is  true  -  either  the  churches  arc  -Uinz 
loss  this  ear  than  last  or  they  are  delaying  oven  more  v  an  j.ormerly 
the  transmission  of  their  gifts.  Either  of  these  explanations  is 
lamentable.  As  a  matter  of  honor  and  fidelity  to  donors  oenevolenu 
gifts  should  be  forwarded  without  delay.  .Never  ought  they  to  he  borrowed 
for  other  vse  even  temporarily.  And  it  is  a  natter  o:  aonor  and  Liuel.  y 
to  our  Saviour  that  with  such  vastly  increased  resources  as  we  enjoy, 
an  ever  rapidly  increasing  portion  should  be.  given  to  the  Saviour  s  service 
in  the  work  which  our  Church  is  doing  through  its  Boards.  e  relieve 
there  is  no  more  efficient,  fruitful,  faithful,  economic  work  using  done 
any  where  or  by  any  one,  and  we  would  be  justified  if  we  .ere  to  appeal 
for  a  doubling  of  our  benevolent  gifts  to  our  on  agencies  uuring  *ne 
remaining  three  months  of  the  year." 

'How  soon  after  Januar.  1st  would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  let  me 
have  the  figures  for  these  blanks?  Perhaps  you  will  not  be  able  to  give 
them  at  all  in  the  matter  of  the  receipts  of  the  jd§f- supporting  synods  anc 
presbyteries.  In  that  case  I  could  modify  the  language. 

ith  best  wishes  for  the  holiday  season. 


Very  faithfully  yours, 


/ . 


/ 


Mr.  Speer 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE  ON  PROGRAM  AND  FIELD  ACTIVITIES 


OFFICE  OF 

FINANCE  DEPARTMENT 


^61  I  i  d3S 


'  I -i  \ 

e  *  t .  ”  *. .  j  >« 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


September  13,  1927 . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  Moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  New  York. 

My  dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Following  the  report  of  the  continuation  committee  which 
made  so  much  of  idle  loss  in  membership  of  the  Church,  I  became  interested 
in  a  study  of  the  churches  that  had  no  accessions  upon  confession  or  fait-n 
in  the  year  just  closed.  As  leisure  time  permitted  I  worked  through  the 
situation  and  send  you  under  separate  cover  the  result  of  the  study  made. 

It  is  based  upon  proof  sheets  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Assembly  as  they  were  supplied  to  us  through  the  kindness  of  the  office  of 
the  Stated  Clerk,  but  so  far  as  I  know  no  changes  have  been  made  m  the 
final  report  that  will  affect  the  figures  used  in  this  study. 

In  making  this  study  I  have  had  two  objects  in  mind  —  one, 
and  that  primary,  to  supply  data  which  would  enable  any  person  interested  to 
study  their  particular  Presbytery  or  Synod,  and,  second,  to  summarize  m  an 
introductory  statement  a  few  of  the  facts  as  they  appeared  to  me. 

In  addition  I  have  worked  out  for  each  church  the  number  of 
members  required  to  secure  one  upon  confession  of  faith.  These  data  can  be 
supplied  you  if  they  will  be  of  help  to  you  or  some  of  your  committee  studying 
this  problem.  It  is  my  intention  to  write  out  to  the  more  successful  churches 
and  ascertain  the  method  used  in  securing  the  favorable  result.  I  hope  to 
tabulate  these  later  with  the  thought  that  they  may  be  of  service  to  other 

pastors. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

f.  R.  Patterson, 

Comptroller. 


WRP.HD 


Mr.  Speer 


October  21,  1527 


To  the  President, 

Washington , 

D.C  • 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

The  Board  of  Christian  Siueation  of  the  Presbyterian  Clmroh 
desires  to  print  your  recent  letter  to  a  Washington  Bible  Class  ,1th 
reference  to  the  Bible  on  a  fine  engraved  card  for  Insertion  in  a 
large  number  of  Bibles  which  this  Board  is  sending  out  this  coming 
Christmas  season.  The  Board  desires  very  much  to  be  able  to  send 
these  cards  with  your  signature. ana  1  write  to  ask  whether  you  would 
be  willing  to  sign  the  enclosed  copy  of  your  letter,  in  order  ts.it 
we  might  have  the  signature  reproduced  on  the  proposed  card?  In 
order  to  secure  a  satisfactory  reproduction  the  signature  should  be 
written  in  India  ink.  I  earnestly  trust  that  you  may  be  willing 

to  render  this  simple  but  very  great  service. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 


RES : C . 


Crookston^linn. Dec. 23rd, 1927 


Mr.  Speer 


Robert  E. Speer, D.D.LL.D. 

Moderator  The  Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S.A. 

My  dear  Moderator: - 

As  an  Elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Croak- 
ston, Minn. and  a  reader  of  the  Presbyterian  Magazine, 1  read  with  interest 
your  letter  in  the  November  issueirtFour  dangers  of  the  Church'* 

It  is  allmost  unbelievable  to  me  that  it  is  a  fact  as 
you  state, that  in  more  than  one  third  of  our  churches  last  year  there 
was  not  a  single  accession  on  confession  of  faith, and  of  those  churches 
over  1900  h«d  ministers  or  stated  supplies, and  many  of  them  had  Sunday 
Schools, yet  they  had  not  one  accession.!  must  confess, if  this  letter  had 
been  written  by  someone  of  another  denomination  I  would  not  believe  it, 
but  coming  from  our  Moderator  it  must  be  true.Dear  Moderator , allow  me  to 
ask  you:*Vhat  will  become  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Ohridt  under  such  condi- 
tions?and  what  can  be  done  to  change  these  conditions?  Would  it  change 
the  conditions  if  the  ministers  would  do  some  real, earnest  praying, ask 
God’s  blessing  and  call  the  Elders  together  for  real  spiritual  help? 

I  have  been  brought  up  in  the  Reform  Church  of  America, 
but  have  been  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  about  20  years, 
having  passed  the  72nd  milestone, and  when  I  look  back, say  a  period  of  65 
years, what  a  vast  differance  a# to  the  amount  of  spiritual  there  was 
done  by  the  ministers  of  that  denomination  and  the  one  I  have  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  for  the  last  25  years. The  ministers  of  to-day  it  seems  use 
90%,  of  their  time  for  social  functions, and  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  de¬ 
liver  one  or  two  sermons  on  Sunday. Is  it  any  wonder  the  church  is  slipping? 
They  have  no  such  problems  in  the  Reform  Church  or  the  Christian  Reform 
Church  as  far  as  I  know, and  I  have  always  kept  in  touch  with  these  two  de¬ 
nominations.  They  always  have  good  attendence  of  men  and  young  folks, and 
there  must  be  some  reason  for  it. Prom  my  observation  it  is  that  the  mini¬ 
sters  are  giving  more  of  their  time  to  the  spiritual  part  of  the  church. 
They  not  only  deliver  a  real  spiritual  sermon  two  or  three  times  on  Sun¬ 
day, but  they  keep  in  touch  with  the  members  of  their  congregations, and  if 
any  member  neglects  to  come  to  church  for  a  few  Sundays, they  will  make  it 
a  point  to  call  on  such, and  find  out  what  is  the  mafckJtx  reason  for  not 
coming  to  church. Then  they, as  far  as  I  know, make  a  spiritual  call  twice  a 
year  with  an  elder  on  every  family  that  is  a  member  of  the  church. These 
ministers  are  bussy  spiritually , and  I  believe, if  the  ministers  of  the 
Presbyterien  Churches  would  cut  out  most  of  their  social  work  and  spend 
at  least  8  hours  a  day  for  spiritual  upbuilding  of  their  congregations, 
there  would  not  be  1900  churches  without  a  single  member  coming  in  on 
confession  of  faith  in  a  year.  When  I  read  your  letter  it  came  to  my  mind, 
what  have  these  men  been  doing  the  whole  yea*?  Drawing  a  salary  of  about 
$3000.00  a  year ,whtah  would  amount  to  nearly  six  million  Dollars, and  not 
one  member  on  confession.lt  is  not  the  lack  of  money, and  I  agree  with  you 
fully  when  you  write: The  mass  of  our  wealth  will  putrify  upon  us, and  the 
weight  of  it  crush  out  our  souls, if  we  do  not  lend  it  to  thecleanness  of 
Christ’s  consecration. I  made  it  a  point  some  time  ago  to  visit  a  number 
of  chut che s  in  Michigan, and  I  found  that  the  ministers  who  preached  the 
plain  Gospel  truths  and  did  not  mix  it  with  social  problems  had  their 
churches  full, not  only  once  on  a  Sunday, but  I  was  in  churches  where  they 
had  four  services  on  Sunday  and  over  a  Thousand  at  each  service. I  also 
found  as  small  an  attendence  as  12  in  one  akjtxisit  of  our  churches, and  this 
church  had  a  seating  capacity  of  1000  and  upholstered  pews. 


Nov/, allow  me  to  write  briefly  about  out  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Crookston  of  which  I  am  an  elder .Dr. F . J. Hibbard  is  and 
has  been  our  pastor  for  over  9  years, and  he  gives  us  as  good  fundamental 
sermons  as  any  one  1  have  ever  known  or  heard. They  are  splendid  sermons. 
We  have  a  members}! ip  of  375, bdt  I  am  sorry  to  say  as  a  rule  there  is  not 
over  200  attending  services  in  the  morning, and  our  vesper  services  run 
all  the  way  from  12  to  40. We  have  a  splendid  choir  of  about  30  young 
neonle  Last  Eester  Sundat  we  took  in  over  30  new  members, and  how  I  did 
rejoice  when  I  saw  so  many  coming  in  on  confession, but  when  I  gave  it  a 
second  thought  it  came  to  me:How  many  of  these  are  going  to  be  a  real  as¬ 
set  to  the  church? As  during  the  time  of  Dr. Hibbard  about  400  have  been 
taken  in  on  confession  and  today  we  have  only  375  members. On  Easter  morn- 


#  2 


ing  the  ohu’-oh  full  and  125  JwKtW 

mcnt  at  our  6  O-Clock  8erT^^a.,t°  f ‘f  “f ^out  b  montha  lmd  passed. 

p  •E^jttssEse9  of 

375.  How  Is  it  possible  that  such  com.  it  ion  ,  ^  reason 

splendid  sermons  as  hr. Hibbard  brings  *!"y  Sunday ?  .h.  oi ^ 
l  oan  see  is  that  no  personal  work  1.  rt  communion 

days  They^never^meet  with^theVstor  to  plan  what  can  be  done  to  a- 

wak«n  the  membere  to  * onemn's  church, 

word  is  said  to  any  of  the  fclders.lt  is  atf*cl  '  r  +>ieir  iob, 

I  think  very  few  of  the  ministers  realise  the  bigness  -helr^o^. 

and  the  talent  that  God  has  given  some  of  hio  “?“b®  fh9y  do  not 
could  use  to  help  build  up  the  church  ^7or  3 

rSSSkMs: 

st-^r^r«K  £g  I  SHr; 

s:i,“u“ "  vssysE-V  oS?  j  zixrjti  ia^u11 

attendance  is  that  I  love  *o “s d»*~n*  ”f  roatshUdhood  attended  divine 
where  the  bible  was  read  ever,  is  not  now  a  day 

services  whenever  uie  family  alter  was  brought 

but  what  I  reau  the  bihl«- I^thi  ,  different  spirit  in  the 

bach  in  the  homes, we  would  x ind  ^ltoget  speaic  of, and  I  some- 

churches. but  today  spiritual  tood  is  not  taken  P  chosen." 

times  think  of  Christ  -  s  words:  ;  ^^1^^^  spiri- 

we  know  the  calx  comes  to  all  Di  c  ?v  one  0f  those  mansions 

tual  food  that  will  make  them  f; It  t o  •°*5»r  vA  starved  soul  it 

Jesus  has  spoken  of  he  has  gone  to  P rQ^hiB  manBiona  no  more  than 
seems  to  me  God  does  not  want  1  _  .  its  service  in  time  of  war. 

the  i\h. Government  would  ******  Q!^fi ltmry  service, but  so  many  were 
The  call  came  to  all  young  men  ^or,m^K  .^  will  it  not  be  so  in 
rejected  because  they  we  re  fl*®  *  Jkfl  1  ^ave  taken  no  food  spirit- 

the  day  of  judgemen occlt y  one  of  these  mansions. 

ually  will  not  be  fit  10  °®®  truBt  that  1  have  offended  no  one 

by  sending  you  this /and^ow'TdiST rejoice ‘ wli^I^ard'that  Robert 
you  these  many  years  and  *.ow  I  dxa  r  j  nd  L  ±11  pray  that 

—  *  -  * — a— 

way  thin  it  has  been  going  for  some  years  past. 

viMit*  in  Cliriat  Jasua 
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1.  R,  WfU< 


MERIDIAN  HEIGHTS  LIASSE 
4720  Park  A ve. , 


FILING  DEPTi 

,|UL  9  1927 

SECRETARIES 


Indianapolis,  Ind,  July  6,  IP?7. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Lust  night  I  read  to  our  Session 
your  letter  as  Moderator  and  the  non  instant-,, 
asked  me  to  read  it  to  the  whole  congregation  on 
Sunday  the  17th.  It  breathes  a  spirit-with  ail 
due  respect  to  the  best 7- 1  have  not  found  so  much 
in  other  letters.  No  mention  of  facte  or  figures 
or  finances,  just  a  plea  for  the  despe  ning  of  the 
heart  life  of  the  Church.  May  the  response  to  it 
in  the  hidden  life  of  our  people  be  very  wonderful. 

It  was  a  great  personal  loss  to  me  not 
to  be  at  the  Assembly  this  year.  I  was  sick  in  bed 
when  our  commissioners  were  elected  but  for  that 
would  dubtless  have  been  one  of  our  four.  Then,  when 
you  were  elected  Moderator  my  sorrow  over  missing  the 
trip  was  increased.  Our  son-in-law,  Mr.  Lawrence 
Wheeler, is  with  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  and 
was  present  all  through  the  Assembly.  He  reported  to 
me  of  the  fine  tone  of  the  whole  gathering. 

My  one  prayerful  wish  for  you  this  year 
is  that  God  will  use  you  to  deepen  m  a  very  wonderful 
way  the  real  life  of  the  church.  I  am  sure  you  want 
this  far  more  than  any  personal  honor  that  might  come 
to  you. 

With  sincere  good  wishes. 

Always  yours  faithfully, 

'Ti_S>aoCLte' 


/ 


FILING  DE1V'. 
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July  26,  1927 


'•  r . 

t!5ott 


St.  ijouisj  lb. 


Ky  dear  *Tr.  Claggett : 


■■  enclose  a  cony  of  n  letter  which  I  h?.70  h;.sJ 
Pobs on  whici;  will  be  self-exolanjitorv. 


•  i  ton 


to 


I  still  very  sorry  to  hear  that  '"<r.  Pat  ter  non  is  so 
proveo  and  earnestly  hope  that  he  my  recover  rnd  he  a.-’o  to 
work  again. 


slightly  im- 
resume  his 


Very  cofdially  yottrs, 


BEii  /  V 

Snc. 


* 


15G  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City, 

July  10,1927 

(Dictated.-  14th}. 


The  'lev .  Dudley  1,:.  Claggett^ 
Arcade  Bui 1 din  , 

St.  Louis,  Yo. 


My  dear  Mr.  Claggett, 

Your  kind  letter  of  July  5th  was  duly  received,  and  I  am 
writing  now  to  say  that  I  will  try  to  keep  free  two  weeks  in  Tanuar, 
for  the  trip  through  the  Southwestern  Synods .  to  ^ eyyc  ^or 

engagements  in  Southern  . ennsylvunia,  ^ unuay , <.2nd.  Chat 
would  mean,  I  suppose,  that  I  could  start  in  on  your  schedule  about  January 
5th.  I  ahull  leave  the  details  to  you  and  hr.  Patterson  if  this  allotment 
of  time  which  I  have  suggested  will  make  the  itinerary  possible.  You  will 
know  of  the  railroad  connections.  If  the  itinerary  is  to  end  in  Kansas  oity, 

I  suppose  it  will  have  to  be  on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  so  that  I  could 
get  to  Mercersburg,  Penna.  by  the  evening  of  the  21st. 

I  an  sorry  to  hear  that  I  r.  Patterson  has  had  a  set  back.  e 
feel  greatly  alarmed  with  r  .garef  to  him. 

I  have  cordial  invitations  from  the  Rev.  A.  Anderson  to  come  zo 
.ichita  some  time  during  the  winder  and  from  Dr.  Albert  Peffner,from  Clark^sville, 
for  the  Synodical  Conference  which  they  are  planning  some  time  this  winter.  I 
shall  refer  both  of  them  to  you,  telling  them  that  if  we  are  able  to  carry  out 
our  present  plan,  I  would  be  able  to  be  in  larksville  some  time  during  the 
second  week  in  January  and  in  •  ichita  the  third  week. 

Very  cordially  yours, 


HES:C. 


July  5,  1927 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  G 


COMMITTEE  ON  PROGRAM  AN 


SOUTHERN  DISTRICT 
DUDLEY  M.  CLAGETT 

DISTRICT  SECRETARY 


SYNODS  OF 
ARKANSAS, 

,  MISSISSIPPI, 
OKLAHOMA,  TENN 


ARCADE  BUILDING 
.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  -  5th  Ave . , 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

1  know  you  will  want  to  have  definitely  in  writing 
the  plan  about  which  I  talked  to  you  at  Lake  Geneva  for  a 
Visitation  of  the  Synods  of  the  Southern  District.  The  plan 
involves  reaching  a  large  part  of  the  active  leadership  of 
nine  of  the  ten  Synods  of  this  District,  in  a  two  weeks  tour. 

The  Program  and  Field  Activities  Committees  of  each 
Synod  have  to  meet  in  December,  or  early  January,  to  allocate 
the  new  budget  to  the  Presbyteries.  The  Committees  on  Nation¬ 
al  and  Foreign  Missions  also  have  a  mid-year  meeting  to  plan 
their  work,  aifL  the  Committees  on  Christian  Education  have 
sometimes  done  likewise.  The  plan  involves  calling  all  of 
these  committees  to  meet  on  the  day  of  your  visit.  They  would 
transact  their  business  during  the  day.  At  noon  they  would 
lunch  together  and  would  want  you  to  bring  them  an  intimate 
message  regarding  the  Church.  At  6:30  P.M.  there  would  be  a 
banquet  for  all  the  church  officers  and  other  leaders  in  the 
city  and  surrounding  territory  when  you  would  again  speak. 

Your  last  address  would  be  at  a  great  mass  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

The  places  of  meeting  in  this  itinerary  would  be 

/about  as  follows:  Louisville,  Ky . ,  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  Buimin^- 
ham,  Ala.,  Corinth,  Miss.,  during  the  day,  with  a  night  meet¬ 
ing  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Clarksville,  Ark.,  Dallas,  Texas,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Okla. ,  Wichita,  Kansas,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  In  this  it¬ 
inerary  we  could  leave  after  the  night  meeting  and  be  in  the 
I  next  place  the  next  morning.  The  only  Synod  of  this  District 

I  I  missed  wouM  be  Florida,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  they  would 
like  very  much  to  have  you  for  their  fall  meeting,  which  is  to 
be  at  Winter  Haven,  Tuesday,  November  8th.  Their  representa¬ 
tive  at  Lake  Geneva  told  me  that  if  you  could  be  with  them  then 
they  would  give  you  all  the  time  you  cared  to  use  and  would 
like  to  have  several  addresses. 

I  have  just  talked  with  Dr.  J.  M.  Patterson  regarding 
the  proposed  itinerary  and  he  heartily  approves  of  it,  but  would 


Dr,  Robert  E,  Speer  #2 


J  very  much  prefer  the  first  and  second,  or  second  and  third  weeks 
f  of  January  rather  than  the  first  two  weeks  of  December.  It 
7  would  thus  be  near  the  middle  of  the  year  and  not  so  close  to 
the  fall  meetings  of  the  Synods  and  would  make  the  meetings  of 
the  committees  more  valuable.  We  will,  however,  accommodate 
ourselves  to  your  plans  as  to  elates. 

You  will  notice  the  itinerary  does  not  include  St. 

Louis,  the  Missouri  meeting  being  in  Kansas  City.  But  St.  Louis 

t;  wants  you  for  a  great  meeting  here  sometime  during  the  year,uref- 
I  erably  in  January  or  February,  and  I  hope  you  will  include  them 
| in  your  plans. 

As  soon  as  convenient,  I  will  be  glad  to  know  definite¬ 
ly  about  the  itinerary  of  the  Southern  District.  Dr.  Erdman  made 

(exactly  this  same  itinerary  and  was  a  source  of  great  help  through¬ 
out  the  whole  area. 

I  appreciated  very  much  your  vital  messages  at  Lake  Ge¬ 
neva,  and  if  you  can  give  these  two  weeks  to  the  Southern  Dis¬ 
trict  you  will  reach  most  of  our  active  leadership,  touch  our 
chief  centers  and  bring  a  great  inspiration  to  our  whole  work. 

Trusting  I  may  have  a  favorable  reply,  and  with  sincere 
regards,  I  am, 


Cordially  yours, 


District  Secretary. 


DMC.C 


*  JAMES  E.  BENNET 

PRESlOENT 


MRS.  GEO. P.  FENN 

TREASURER 


*1?  '  \IUa 

F.  S.  ENGLISH 

SECRETARY 


AUv  .Speer 

GENERAL  BALES  MANAGER 


T  he  Babcock  Printing  Press  Manufacturing  Company 

ESTABLISHED  THROUGH  THE  UNTIRING  INOUSTRY  AND  INVENTIVE  GENIUS  OF  GEORGE  P.  FENNER 

FACTORY  AND  MAIN  OFFICE,  NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

GENERAL  SALES'OFFICE,  38  PARK  ROW,  NEW  YORK 

BRANCH  OFFICES 

407  SOUTH  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO  AUTOMATIC  PILING  CUTTER  <t  CREASER 

75  GARNETT  STREET, ATLANTA 
1218  CHESTNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA 

38  PARK  ROW,  NEW  YORK 

July  22nd  1§2T. 

:  f  .  ...  ft j  r  I 

Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D.,  Moderator, 

Rev.  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  Stated  Clerk, 

General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

Witherspoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Gentlemens- 

I  have  just  read  in  the  Presbyterian  4  Herald  Presbyter  of 
July  21st  the  letter  signed  by  you  and  addressed  to  the  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


It  contains  one  statement  which  to  my  mind  spoils  it  all, 
namely;—  *  Our  Church  stands  united  in  the  great  truths  of.  the  Gospel* • 

If  this  was  a  true  statement  of  fact  we  would  not  have  needed 
a  Committee  of  Fifteen  and  we  would  not  have  needed  a  Committee  which 
has  been  going  through  the  form  of  investigating  Princeton  Seminary. 
Neither  would  it  have  been  necessary  for  the  Committee  on  Bills  and 
Overtures  to  recommend  that  this  special  letter  on  the  state  of  religion 
be  issued.  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  mistake  to  continue  to  insist 
that  our  Church  is  united  on  the  great  truths  of  the  Gospel.  Further¬ 
more,  if  our  premises  are  wrong,  our  conclusions  are  pretty  sure  to  be 
wrong.  Therefore,  we  will  never  get  the  difficulty  in  the  Church 
g^yalghtened  out  as  long  as  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  true  facts. 


A  visit  in  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  New  York  City  would 
demonstrate  a  remarkable  state  of  affairs.  A  person  could  listen  to 
Dr.  Buchanan  explain  the  Gospel.  Then  he  could  go  to  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  hear  another  explanation  entirely  different.  He  can 
go  to  the  Ft.  Washington  Presbyterian  Church  and  be  told  that  Christ 
was  born  of  a  Virgin.  H©  could  proceed  to  the  Ft.  G©org©  Presbyterian 
Church  and  learn  that  Christ  was  not  born  of  a  Virgin.  He  could  proceed 
to  the  Featherbed  Lane  Church  and  could  hear  the  minister  say  that  he 
did  not  know  that  Lazarus  was  raised  from  the  dead  and  he  doubted  if  it 
was  true.  He  could  go  on  to  the  Williamsbridge  Presbyterian  Church  and 
Dr.  Gantz  will  say  that  Lazarus  certainly  was  raised  from  the  dead  and 
all  the  miracles  occurred  as  stated  in  the  Scriptures.  Then  at  the 
Brick  Presbyterian  Church  he  could  hear  Dr.  Merrill  eulogize  science  and 
Avoiiit.ion  Then  he  can  hear  Dr.  James  Palmer  clearly  state  that  the  teaoh 
ing  of  evolution  is  contrary  to  the  teaching  of  the  Bible.  He  could 
listen  to  Dr.  Coffin  state  that  the  Bible  contains  a  half  dozen  systems 
of  atonement  and  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  teaoh  the  Westminister  Catechism 
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to  children  and  so  in  the  various  Presbyterian  Churches  in  New  Yodk 
City  alone  you  can  hear  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  and  the  only 
infallible  ifrule  of  faith  and  practice  and  you  can  hear  from  others  that 
it  is  no  more  inspired  than  any  other  good  book.  You  can  bear  that 
mankind  is  lost  and  can  only  be  saved  through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  only  Son  of  God,  and  then  another  ordained  Presbyterian  minister  will 
teach  that  we  are  saved  through  following  the  example  of  Christ  and  that 
the  shedding  of  His  blood  was  merely  to  show  us  how  far  we  should  go  in 
giving  our  lives  for  others. 

Some  of  the  ministers  teach  that  Jesus  is  going  to  return  and 
set  up  His  Kingdom  on  this  earth,  and  others  not  only  deny  this  but  really 
laugh  at  the  suggestion.  In  some  Presbyterian  Churches  they  explain 
away  the  miracles.  I  heard  one  Presbyterian  minister  in  New  York  City, 
in  reference  to  a  miracle  state  ”  I  could  not  say,  I  wasn’t  there”. 

You  can  hear  in  some  of  the  churches  the  Apostles  Creed  repeated  and  in 
others  they  refuse  to  repeat  it.  Still  others  recite  it  because  some 
of  the  older  members  insist,  and  I  heard  of  one  Presbyterian  minister  who 
said  that  he  permitted  the  congregation  to  recite  it  but  at  its  conclusion 
he  always  asked  the  Lord  to  forgive  him. 

This  Summer  a  person  can  listen  to  Shailer  Matthews  pick  the 
Bible  to  pieces  and  extol  ethics,  or  Albert  Parker  Fitch  explain  his 
peculiar  theories  to  show  that  the  Hebrews  never  were  in  Egypt  and  the 
stories  of  their  traveling  through  Egypt  was  a  myth  to  build  up  the 
Hebrew  history.  0r9  you  can  go  to  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  and 
hear  Dr.  Coffin  or  some  one  of  his  followers  talk  on  the  freedom  of  the 
pulpit,  and  explain  that  the  Presbyteries  are  independent  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  Churches  are  Independent  of  the  Presbyteries  and  the 
preachers  are  independent  of  the  Churches,  and  if  a  man  feels  that  he  has 
an  inspiration  he  can  preach  anything,  however  much  it  opposes  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  Scripture  and  if  a  man  adheres  to  the  teachings  of  the  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  he  Is  merely  proving  that 
he  is  narrow-minded  and  intollerant. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  our  Church  stands  united  in  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  The  document  signed  last  year  by  97  so-called 
younger  ministers  of  the  Church  plainly  states  that  we  are  not  united  and 
they  represent,  unfortunately,  a  growing  body  of  unbelievers.  If  we 
do  not  recognize  these  facts  then  it  must  be  that  the  Church  is  slipping 
into  a  place  where  it  has  the  form  of  Godliness  but  not  the  power. 

I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  with  His  help 
you  can  honestly  state  that  w  Our  Church  stands  united  on  the  great  truths 
of  the  Gospel”  when  it  is  common  knowledge  that  there  is  a  large  body  of 
people  in  the  Church  who  deny  the  Virgin  Birth,  the  Blood  Atonement  and 
the  physical  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JEB/AHR 


December  9,1927 


Mr.  James  .  Bennet, 

38  Park  Row, 

New  York  City. 

Jl;  dear  hr.  Bennet, 

I  had  rot  rat.  ant  to  allow  all  this  uirae  to  pass  i  bhout 
a  word  of  acknowledgment  to  you  of  your  letter  of  last  summer  with 
reference  to  the  communication  which  Dr.  :  udge  and  1  Dad  add  retrod  to 
the  Church,  and  especially  the  statement  which  you  reel  was  unwarruuuod, 
o  the  effect  that  "Our  Church  stands  united  in  the  great  truths  of  the 
Gospel." 

Dr.  Pudge  and  I  were  far  from  meaning  to  imply  that  there 
is  no  diversity  of  opinion  in  our  Church,  or  that  there  iaay  not  be  views 
held  and  taught  with  which  he  and  I  would  earnest  disagree.  e  were 
spaeking,  however,  of  the  Church  a:  a  whole,  and  just  as  one  would  say 
truthfully,  I  think,  that  .  mo r lea  is  an  honest  country  and  that  the 
American  people  are  peaceful  and  lar-abidin  people,  so  I  toink,  ind 
even  more  so,  can  one  say  that  our  Church  is  united.  There  aie  / tan,'- 
dishonest  people  in  America  and  many  law  breakers,  but  the  character 
of  our  nation  is  upright  and  loyal.  I  think  the  fidelity  and  unity 
of  our  Church  is  far  greater  than  the  fidelity  and  loyalty  of  the 
nation. 

I  am  taking  the  liverty  of  sending  herewith  a  copy  of1  a 
foreign  missionary  address  at  the  last  meeting  o  the  General  Asset1. il,. 

:7'\ 

Very  sincerely  yours,  <  1 

Yv 

V  \ 


RPSjB-C. 


PILING  ntT  ,yrr 


* 


RECEIVED 

JUL  2  9  192 ‘  July  28,  1227. 

Mr,  Speer 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

One  of  the  misfortunes  of  being  Moderator 
is  that  that  official  is  subject  to  a  biographical 
review  issued  by  General  Assembly’s  Publicity 

-  i.  •  T 

Department.  In  case  this  biographical  material 

has  taken  the  form  of  the  enclosed  booklet.  If  yon 
or  your  family  or  associates  can  make  use  of  any 
copies  of  this  booklet  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
supply  as  many  as  are  required  to  any  address  or 

addresses. 

Earnestly  yours, 

(foa- cect^,  „ 


WIG  W 
Enclosures 


FILING  r>KPT 
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July  29,  1927 


Mr.  '.'/alter  1.  Clarke, 
510  wither spoon  Bldg, , 
Philadelphia.  ?a,. 


I  was  horrified  to  get 
you  did  it  in  ail  good  conscience 
whom  it  goes  will  at  once  absorb 


this  morning  the  publicity  volume .  I  know 
but  I  hope  the  waste  baskets  of  those  to 
it  and  that  imumberhble  copies  of  it  may  be 


lost  in  the  mail. 


BES/V 


Very  cordially  yours. 


Mr!  Speer 


OCT 


9 

O 


THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

REV.  P.  E.  BURTT.  MINISTER 
REV.  OAKLEY  E.  WASHBURN.  D.  R.  E. 
SHARON.  PENNA. 


October  twenty  -ninth 
Nineteen  twenty-seven 


Dear  Dr.  Speer. 


Thank  you  so  much  for  your  very  kind  letter 

of  recent  date . 

I  should  have  written  you  ere  this,  but  I 
have  been  confined  to  the  house  for  a  period  with  grippe, 
and  presume  I  needed  a  little  rest.  Expect  to  be  in  my 
pulpit  to-morrow,  however.  Thid  is  the  first  time  I  have 
been  absent  from  my  pulpit  through  illness  since  I  was  or¬ 
dained  . 


I  cannot  tell  you  of  the  inspration  and  help 
that  came  to  us  through  your  presence  on  Dedication  Day,  the 
memories  of  the  day  will  linger  long  with  us  you  may  be  sure. 
It  is  a  great  thing  for  a  congregation  to  be  so  well  equipped 
physically,  but  there  are  certain  subtle  spiritual  dangers, 
and  I  was  glad  you  laid  the  emphasis  where  you  did.  I  am 
happy  to  believe  that  our  people  have  developed  spiritually 
during  this  pastorate. 

As  a  small  token  of  our  gratitude  for  your 
coming  to  us  -  we  have  set  apart  one  of  the  fine  little 
jewell  windows  in  the  Narth  ex,  just  over  the  Visitor  s’ 
Register,  and  are  having  a  plate  engraved  to  read  - 
" In  Honor  of 
Robert  Elliott  Epeer. 

Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly. 1927 
Who  Preached  the  Dedicatory  Sermon 
Oct.  2nd,  1927." 


This  window  is  being  paid  for  by  the  two  little 
daughters  of  Mrs.  Glenn  Carley,  Margaret  and  Clara  Carley. 
whose  home  is  at  1149  E.  State  St..  Sharon,  Pa. 

We  are  also  happy  to  have  some  small  part  in 
the  support  of  your  daughter. 

With  assurance  of  our  constant  affection  and 
our  prayers  in  your  behalf,  we  are 


Sincerely, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
New  York  City 


<2r.^ 


Mr.  Speer 
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July  U,  1927 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Robert: 

I  suppose,  since  you  are  Moderator,  I  should  avoid  the  informal 
and  use  more  stately  language  of  address;  but  a  man  who  has  taken  his 
travelling  companion  so  unawares,  end  in  long  hours  of  unsuspecting 
comradeship,  led  him  into  intellectual  mantraps  and  blind  jungles  of 
American  history  -  not  to  speak  of  deliberately  traducing  the  olfactory 
nerves  themselves  -  shall  never  have  any  very  highflown,  ceremonial 
language  from  me l 

My  joy  since  the  Assembly  has  been  redoubled  in  the  fact  of  your 
unanimous  election.  Without  taking  into  consideration  your  contacts 
through  the  coming  months,  the  very  fact  of  your  presence  in  the  Chair 
is  working  like  a  wonderful  spirit  through  the  whole  body  of  the  church.  / 
Your  utterances  are  going  to  penetrate  with  more  pervasive  influence 
the  church  during  the  coming  year  than  you  v/ill  ever  know.  I  have  taken 
new  heart  in  my  work  because  of  our  prospective  cooperation  with  you  in 
leading  the  church  forward  on  definite  lines  of  spiritual  growth. 

I  now  have  two  requests  to  make: 

1.  Will  you,  as  Moderator,  write  me  a  letter  dealing  with  the 
importance  of  Christian  Education  in  its  various  functions  in  the  home, 
church,  and  school,  and  also  the  importance  of  our  churches’  making 
conscientious  use  of  the  month  of  October  for  rehabilitating  their 
educational  work  and  emphasizing  with  new  earnestness  from  pulpit  and 
desk  the  grave  peril  of  a  Christless  education?  We  shall  use  this  appeal 
of  yours  in  connection  with  promoting  the  educational  plans  for  October. 

2.  We  are  planning  to  celebrate  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  William  Tennent’s  Log  College  at  Neshaminy  in  October. 

I  have  waited  for  the  cooperation  of  local  presbyteries.  We  are  late 
in  starting;  but  the  plans  are  well  in  hand,  and  before  I  ask  your  co¬ 
operation,  permit  me  to  state  in  brief  what  these  plans  are. 
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The  committees  that  are  appointed  represent  the  Presbyterian 
Historical  Society,  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  North,  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
and  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S • 

We  have  prepared  a  very  beautiful  design  for  a  monument  to  be 
unveiled  in  connection  with  the  celebration  at  Nesharainy.  The 
official  celebration  is  likely  to  be  on  Tuesday,  October  fourth,  to 
be  preceded  by  a  day  in  the  old  Neshaminy  church  which  will  be  for 
local  participation  chiefly.  This  will  be  followed  by  an  educational 
dinner  representing  the  educational  forces  of  the  northern  and 
southern  churches,  and  a  day’s  program  of  discussion  of  educational 
needs  in  Witherspoon  Hall  by  these  two  groups,  dealing  particularly 
with  the  obligations  of  our  Christian  colleges  to  the  growing  generation. 

While  the  program  which  I  have  outlined  has  not  been  entirely 
approved,  yet  it  has  gone  so  far  that  I  am  safe  in  asking  you  to  lend 
us  your  presence  for  the  afternoon  of  October  fourth,  where  at  Tennent’s 
j  old  church,  twenty-three  miles  north  of^“ Philadelphia,  we  shall  have  the 
celebration. 

' 

Dr.  Van  Dyke  will  be  asked  to  prepare  an  historical  ode,  and  Dr. 
Hibben  has  already  told  me  of  his  acceptance  for  an  address.  We  want 
you  for  the  final  speaker,  dealing  with  the  great  spiritual  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  whole  story. 

These  exercises  will  take  place  in  the  beautiful  old  church,  in 
the  adjoining  yard  of  which  lies  the  body  of  William  Tennent,  Pounder. 
Following  the  exercises  we  proceed  to  the  unveiling  of  the  monument 
nearly  a  mile  away.  The  Presbyterian  colleges  of  the  country  are  being 
asked  to  join  in  these  exercises. 

Now  with  this  in  mind,  may  I  again  say  that  we  very  much  want  you 
as  our  Moderator  to  deliver  this  address  on  the  afternoon  of  October 
fourth.  Should  any  changes  take  place  in  the  time,  I  shall  immediately 
notify  you. 

With  every  good  wish  to  you,  I  am 

Cordially  yours. 


WCC :AET 
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Dr.  R.  Speer.,* 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 
Hew  York  City. 


November  25, 


1927. 


Mr.'  Speer 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer; 

I  have  been  wondering  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
matter  of  simple  justice  for  the  next  General  Assembly 
to  elect  Dr,  Merrill  to  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  created  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Carson. 

I  was  at  the  General  Assembly  when  Dr.  Merrill  was 
deposed  and  Dr.  Carson  elected  in  his  place.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  splendid  manner  in  which  Dr.  Merrill 
carried  himself  through  that  trying  incident.  I  can 
understand  that  the  Board  will  not  think  it  wise  to 
make  any  move  in  the  matter,  but  I  am  wondering  if  it 
cannot  be  accomplished  through  the  Standing  Committee 
next  May. 

Of  course,  for  some  reason  now  unknown  to  me  the  Board 
may  not  think  it  wise  to  have  anything  of  this  kind 
accomplished.  I  am  simply  in  the  above  expressing  my 
own  personal  feeling  that  Dr.  Merrill  ought  not  to  have 
been  humiliated  by  the  unkind  and  unjust  action  taken 
at  that  time  —  and  the  feeling  that  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  owes  it  to  itself  and  to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
to  rectify  that  injustice.  Of  course,  the  less  said, 
the  better,  if  anything  of  this  kind  is  to  be  attempted. 


GDD-T 


December  13,  1927 
(■Dictated  December  G) 


Mr.  George  D.  Dayton, 

The  -ay  to  a  Company 

':i  col  let  Avenue,  Seventh  and  eighth  r  treats 
:  i nneapol is,  Minneso tea. 


My  dear  vr.  Dayton; 

I  have  heard  many  echoes  since  our  meeting  in  Chicago  of  your 
paper.  fou  made  a  ’eep  impression  on  all  tho  -a  who  hoard  it.  I  learned  after- 
v.-ards  that  there  were  30 ms  who  had  difficulties  about  the  fundamental  idea  of  the 
Federation,  and  others  naturally  ,-;ho  thought  that  any  organization  ought  to  be  under 
the  control  of  tho  General  \3serably,  but  these  v  ora  the  very  kind  of  inquiries  which 
I  supposo  you  anticipated  and  I  wish  that  there  might  have  been  time  fhr  a  furl  dis¬ 
cussion  but  there  will  be  opportunity  for  that  later.  Meanwhile  the  whole  plan  will 
receive  the  most  careful  and  sympathetic  consideration  by  the  commit  uf-e  Ox  the 
General  Council  of  which  Mr.  Willi  son  H-mith  is  Chairman, 

/ 

I  hope  that  if  you  are  in  Philadelphia  any  time  this  year  you 
will  arrange  to  have  a  long  and  unhurried  conference  with  }?r.  Sffii th,  and  if  any 
time  you  meet  Mr,  shat  tuck  of  Meonah,  ’  isconsin,  I  hope  that  you  r  ill  talk  with 
him,  too,  as  he  is  a  member  of  Mr.  Smith’s  Committee.  I  think  perhaps  you  have 
already  talked  over  the  matter  with  Mr.  Barber  of  New  York,  another  member,  per¬ 
haps  the  nr  rt  tine  you  come  on  here  ve  could  have  another  little  me  ting  such  as 
we  had  the  last  time  and  we  could  secure  a  larger  attendance. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  clipping  from  tho  How  York.  Times  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  which  will  interest  you  with  its  abcount  of  the  proposed  Protestant  Federation 
here  in  Now  York  City. 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  letter  with  regard  to  Dr.  Merrill. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  efficient  members  of  the  Board,  always  in  his 
place;  always  giving  of  his  best;  always  seeking  to  hold  the  mission-ary  enterprise 
close'  to  its  central  evangelical  and  evangelistic  purpose.  Whether  it  would  be 
vise  to  open  at  the  next  General  Assembly  the  ouestion  of  hir  re-election  to  the 
Bo-ri,  I  am  not  sure.  It  might  aggravate  the  very  conditions  that  ve  are  seeking 
to  allay,  but  I  have  c f ten  wondered  whether  Dr.  Carson  was  not  sorry  for  that  in¬ 
cident,  and  I  am  sure  his  prayers  on  high  will  help  us  to  find  the  right  Mi 
Christian  path  in  this  and  all  things  for  the  future. 


With  warm  regard,  your  sincere  friend. 
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Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


C.  W.  KERR,  D.  D.,  Pastor 
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BLANOHfi  E.  ROBERTSON,  Pastor’s  Ass’t. 
A.  A.  BUMGARNER,  Church  Secretary 


June  9,  1923. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  friend: 

I  too  was  sorry  that  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  say  good 
bye  to  you.  You  don't  know  how  much  it  has  meant  to  me 
to  become  better  acquainted  with  you.  I  shall  always 
consider  the  Sunday  you  spent  in  our  pulpit  as  one  of  the 
great  experiences  of  my  ministry. 

Mrs.  Kerr  and  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  words  about 
the  Assembly.  Everything  seemed  to  go  off  very  well  and 
every  one  seemed  happy  and  satisfied  except  a  couple  of 
northern  colored  men.  They  did  not  seem  to  understand  that 
they  were  in  a  State  that  had  "Jim  Crow"  law.  Some  seemed 
to  think  it  was  a  local  matter.  I  think  the  Southern 
colored  men  were  all  very  happy. 

Now  in  regard  to  this  check,  let  me  say  that  we  are  returning 
it  to  you  as  your  bill  is  all  settled  and  everything  for¬ 
gotten.  We  are  having  a  very  happy  experience  in  that  I  think 
we  will  have  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollars  in  the  Assembly 
Entertainment  fund  after  everything  is  settled. 

The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  has  been  a  very  great 
blessing  to  all  of  us;  it  has  helped  to  broaden  our  own 

people . 

Whenever  you  are  traveling  this  way,  remember  the  latch  string 
hangs  out/  I  am  very  grateful  that  my  children,  Hawley  and 
Margaret,  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you.  Mrs.  Kerr  goes 
to  New  York  at  least  once  a  year,  being  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  National  Missions.  I  think  I  will  have  to  go  with  her  some 
time.  With  best  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours. 


CWK:M 


Afir.  S  peer 


June  4.  1928 
Dictated.  June  2) 


Rev.  Charles  ,  Kerr,  D.D. 
1738  So*  Bo  t  a  Avenue 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 


My  dear  Charles. 


I  hid  hoped  for  an  opportunity  to  shake  hands  wife,  you  and 
say  good-bye  and  thank  you  again  for  all  your  unmeasured  kindness  before  I  left 
Tulsa  but  somebody  got  hold  of  me  just  at  the  close  of  the  Assembly  and  when  I 
got  free  to  look  for  you  you  had  disapeared  and  I  knev  how  busy  you  would  be  in 
the  afternoon  and  did  not  want  to  bother  you. 

I  do  want  to  tell  you  again,  however,  how  grateful  I  am  to  you 
and  Mrs.  'err  and  to  your  hospitality  committee  for  all  your  goodness.  I  don*  t 
believe  there  ever  was  an  assembly  in  which  all  the  arrangements  had  been  more 
perfectly  made  or  "-  ere  more  efficiently  and  lovingly  carried  out.  I  kno  that  this 
was  cMafly  because  you  and  grs.  £err  ■  ere  at  the  hoad  of  it  all. 

1  am  very  grateful  to  fee  Church  for  all  its  generosity  in.  caring 
for  my  entertainment  at  the  ho  tel.  off  Some  one  who  as  at  the  hotel  office  about 
seven  o’clock  told  me  that  they  ware  flustered  over  my  supper  check  which  had  just 
come  in  inasmuch  as  the  cashier  said  I  had  checked  out  in  the  afternoon.  I  did 
give  notice  in  the  afternoon  that  I  was  leaving  but  said  explicitly  that  I  would 
not  be  going  until  the  7:25  train.  There  was  a  laundry  bill  for  $1.20  on  fee 
hotel  bill.  Tills  is  no  proper  charge  on  account  of  entertainment  and  I  enclose 
herewith  my  check  for  this  amount. 

1  trust  that  you  and  lira,  Kerr  will  get  a  little  rest  now  and  I 
hope  that  whenever  you  are  here  in  Hew  York  that  you  v  ill  be  sure  to  call  in  at 
the  Mission  Board  rooms. 

Xfc  was  worth  while  to  have  gone  tc  the  General  Assembly  just  to 
get  this  closer  acquaintance  and  richer  friendship  wife  you. 

With  warm  regard  to  all  the  family. 

Your  sincere  friend* 


rks/b 


~w 


January  3,  1920 
(Dictated  December  28,  1927 


Bev.  T,  Kllborne, 

First  Presbyterian  Church 
120  Church  'treat, 

"oesiclt  Fills,  Nov-  York 

!,'.y  tear  "r.  'ilborno: 

I  end  se  herewith  a  letter  from  Hr.  Y.  Campfield  of  Richmond,  Indiana 
ri th  a  cop;/  of  ray  ror-ly.  I  lii  not  wish  to  receive  or  write  a  letter  of  this  sort 
*•  i thout  letting  you  knov  about  it,  although  ,  as  you  see,  I  have  not  intimated  to  hr. 
Caopfiel  1  at  all  that  I  was  sending  the  correspondence  to  yu*  He  can  write  directly 
to  you  if  e  desires  to  do  so.  ill  y^u  kindly  return  the  enclosures  when  you 

have  read  them? 

7/ith  bo st  wishes  for  the  Hew  Year, 

V  ry  sincerely  yours. 


B  S/B 


130  Church  St . , 

Hoosick  Palls,  U.Y. 

Jan. 5th ,1928. 

Dr.  Robert  3. Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer:- 

Yesterday  morning  I  received  the  correspondence  between  you  and 

Mr.  Campfield  of  Richmond,  Indiana,  relative  to  my  connection  with 
Maofadden  Publications,  Inc.  I  note  that  your  letter  is  dated  Jan. 3rd, 
although  the  letter  itself  was  dictated  the  28th  of  December.  I  may 
be  mistaken  but  I  have  just  the  idea  that  you  deliberately  delayed 
^2tesT^e  this  unpleasant  material  until  after  the  Holidays.  11  I  mm 
correct,  it  certainly  was  a  very  thoughtful  thing  for  you  to  do. 
appreciate  more  than  I  can  express  to  you  your  kindness  in  entrusting 
this  correspondence  to  me.  I  appreciate  it  particularly  for  the 
reason  that  another  prominent  leader  in  our  great  Church  has  been 
similarly  approached  but,  although  he  has  informed  me,  he  has  not  ^eon 
fit  to  let  me  see  the  correspondence  —  and  naturally  I  do  not  feel 
like  asking  him. 

Mr.  Campfield' s  action  in  this  matter  is  a  throughly  cowardly 
one.  He  is  unfair.  He  is  untruthful  and,  by  the  irony  of  fate,  it 
turns  out  that  if  he  had  followed  your  advice  and  communicated  with  me 
directly,  he  would  have  seen  that  all  this  agitation  was  wholly  un¬ 
necessary.  I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  (which  you  need  not  return)  to 

Dr.  Keeler  which  will  explain  itself. 

I  feel  that  Mr  Campfield  has  So  consistently  —  and  I  am  afraid 
deliberately  —  misrepresented  things,  that  I  want  to  take  long  plough 
to  explain  the  situation  to  you  just  as  briefly  as  possible.  I  do  this 


Mr,  Si*** 


in  view  of  your  very  great  kindness  in  writing  him  I  have  kno/n  Mr 
Kilborne  and  his  family  for  many  years  and  had  a  warm  regard  for  him”. 

Something  less  than  two  years  ago,  Dr.  Ralph  Jelles  Keeler,  a 
former  Secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Home  Missions  called  on  me 
when  I  was  Pastor  in  Hew  York  City  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Mac fad den  felt 
the  very  great  necessity  of  raising  the  moral  tone  of  his  publications. 

I  may  say  to  you  confidentially,  that  recently  Mr.  Mao fad den  himself 
said  to  me  that  he  realized  his  personal  inability  to  do  this  work  but 
that  in  view  of  public  sentiment  he  was  very  glad  indeed  to  accept  and 
accept  as  final  the  moral  standards  of  men  whose  life  and  training 
qualified  them  for  such  work.  Accordingly,  a  "Ministerial  Advisory 
Board"  was  formed  consisting  of  five  fairly  representative  clergymen 
of  different  denominations.  The  title  of  the  Board  is  really  misleading 
as  it  should  be  called  a  Board  of  Censors.  To  this  Board  was  given 
and  they  still  continue  to  exercise  an  absolute  power  of  refusal  and 
deletion  of  fiction.  I  mention  this  to  make  it  plain  that  this  was  no 
empty  gesture  under  cover  of  which  the  editors  of  the  various  publica¬ 
tions  could  continue  to  do  as  they  pleased.  Our  word  is  absolutely 

final  and  Mr.  Macfadden  never  disputes  it. 

Before  taking  up  this  work,  Dr.  Keeler  consulted  his  Bishop, 

who  after  investigation,  gave  his  most  cordial  consent.  Similarly  with 
Rev.  Mr.  Parry, —  Bishop  Manning  looked  into  the  matter  and  said  he 
was  only  too  glad  to  have  one  of  his  clergy  assist  in  such  a  really 
worth  while  work  as  bona  fide  censoring  of  fiction  that  goes  into  mil¬ 
lions  of  homes.  The  Baptist  minister  being  a  congregational! st ,  was 
a  law  unto  himself.  For  myself  I  had  no  choice  but  to  use  my  own  judg¬ 
ment  as  I  hardly  felt  like  taking  this  thing  before  my  Presbytery. 

Another  important  consideration  is  the  fact  that  we  were  engaged 


Dr.  Speer  -3 

to  do  this  work  in  the  capacity  of  technical  experts  without  regard 
to  who  we  were.  That  is  to  say,  not  only  was  no  attempt  to  he  made  to 
use  our  names  as  approving  and  hacking  up  the  work  of  the  corporation, 
but  the  understand ing  was  that  our  names  were  never  to  appear.  This  is 
of  course  entirely  different  from  the  "list  of  approving  ministers"  of 
which  I  understand  the  corporation  has  a  published  list  for  publicity 
purposes.  Personally  I  never  liked  this  and  do  not  now. 

This  Board  of  Censors  has  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the 
"New  York  Graphic".  We  are  concerned  principally  with  the  magazine 
known  as  "True  Story"  which  has  the  largest  circulation  of  any  magazine 
now  in  the  world. 

As  the  result  of  our  work  (and  without  it  being  generally  known 
that  there  was  such  a  Board)  the  moral  tone  of  this  magazine  and  its 
two  or  three  other  comapnion  magazines  has  completely  changed.  It  occu¬ 
pies  a  unique  place  in  that  every  story  is  a  story  of  actual  life,—  a 
true  experience  and  careful  precaution  is  taken  to  insure  this,  j-iie 
magazines  therefore,  occupy  a  unique  place  in  that  their  material  pre¬ 
sents  an  actual  cross-section  of  life  as  it  is  being  lived  today.  I 
have  gone  into  this  somewhat  in  detail  for  the  reason  that  there  seems 
to  be  a  popular  idea  that  this  magazine  concerns  itself  mostly  with  fic¬ 
titious  and  highly-imaginative  sex  stories.  This  is  wholly  untrue.  A 
large  number  of  the  stories  do  deal  with  love,  but  no  more  so  that  any 
other  magazine.  Of  course  it  is  not  our  aim  to  make  this  magazine  a 
Sunday  School  paper,  but  if  you  could  see  the  rigid  and  ruthless  and 
wholesale  rejection  of  material  that  we  do,  I  think  you  would  be  amazed. 
These  stories  should  have  a  peculiar  appeal  to  a  minister.  Without  the 
slightest  hesitation,  I  say  that  I  would  like  to  see  a  copy  of  "True 
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Story”  in  the  hands  of  every  minister  in  New  York  City  for  a  year.  It 
would  provide  just  that  element  in  which  most  of  our  ministers  are  lack¬ 
ing  today  —  the  extra-study  knowledge  of  the  actual  lij.e  °f  those  wijo 
sit  in  the  pews.  Many  of  these  stories  are  of  a  very  noble  tone.  Every 
story  must  have  some  plain  moral  teaching,  otherwise  the  veracity  of 
the  incident  is  of  no  avail  with  us.  Frankly ,  I  don't  like  all  the 
illustrations,  but  some  of  them  are  foolish  rather  than  harmful.  ..e 

of  course  have  no  jurisdiction  there. 

It  is  amazing  the  popular  misconception  of  the  contents  of  these 

magazines.  Comparatively  few  seem  to  realize  the  complete  transforma¬ 
tion  which  has  taken  place  the  past  two  years.  Now  the  one  thing  that 
people  are  most  interested  in  today  is  "life"  and  true,  stories.  If 
the  head  of  this  great  corporation  is  willing  to  turn  over  the  moral 
oolicy  of  his  product  absolutely  into  the  hands  of  c ansci entious ,  braad 
guaged  ministers,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  something  that  should  be 

applauded  rather  than  deprecated. 

Now  just  a  word  regarding  this  Mr.  Campfield.  Our  Board  met  him 

at  a  luncheon  about  a  month  ago.  I  consider  him  a  hopeless  and  dangerous 
crank.  He  read  to  us  a  long,  rambling,  incoherent  address  about  the 
present  frightful  industrial  depression  in  this  country,  Chinese  labor, 
Bolshevism  and  Henry  Ford.  He  devoted  three  lines  to  the  subject  of 
clean  literature.  He  is  on  the  verge  of  mental  unbalsnoement  in  spite 
of  the  position  that  he  seems  to  occupy.  I  strongly  suspect  that  this 
"position"  is  one  in  which  he  is  allowed  to  pursue  his  own  intellectual 
meanderings  because  people  do  not  want  to  oppose  him  out  where  he  lives. 
He  told  us  that  he  had  read  very  little  of  anything  that  the  magazines 
publish,  but  even  so  he  admitted  to  us  later  a  complete  transf ormation 
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in  the  tone  of  the  stories,  saying  however  that  he  thought  and  would 
be  satisfied  only  if  the  magazine  changed  its  whole  aim  to  one  solely 
for  the  moral  and  spiritual  uplift  of  young  people.  It  was  explained 
to  him  the  policy  of  not  capitalizing  the  names  of  the  Board  and  wq 
met  him  only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and  confidentially.  He  understood 
all  this  and  he  went  av/ay  apparently  pleased  and  satisfied.  How  comes 
this  vicious  attack  centering  on  me,  because  as  I  have  stated  above 
the  heads  of  the  other  denominations  have  given  their  hearty  approval 
of  their  clergymen  serving  on  the  Board.  Mr.  Campfield  says  he  wants 
to  further  improve  the  moral  of  the  magazines.  To  do  so  he  proposes  to 
abolish  the  one  body  which  has  made  them  what  they  are  today  and  to  put 
us  out  of  the  church  and  pastorate  if  he  cannot  do  so.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  just  about  as  sensible  for  you  and  me  to  Jjead  a  move¬ 
ment  to  have  Will  Hays  removed  from  the  Presbyterian  Eldership  because, 
in  spite  of  the  tremendous  progress  he  has  made,  he  is  not  yet  succeeded 
in  making  the  Movies  conform  to  the  standards  of  many  critics.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  fair  parallel. 

In  spite  of  the  popular  misapprehension  regarding  these  magazines 
I  have  no  apology  nor  defense  to  make  for  my  connection  with  this  board 
of  ministers  and  I  feel  that  the  rigid  and  wholesale  use  of  my  blue 
pencil  —  whose  decisions  are  accepted  has  been  of  as  much  service 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  superint ending  the  reading  matter  for  millions 
of  people, —  surely  as  much  as  my  pulpit  work  and  it  is  a  sincere  regret 
to  me  that  I  can  no  longer  see  my  way  clear  to  continue  on  the  Board 

as  I  should  like  to  do.  .  .  , 

As  the  present  hoad  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  if  I  might  have 
just  a  few  lines  from  you  telling  me  of  your  receipt  of  this  letter,  I 
would  deeply  appr_^eiatex  I.  y  ^  ^ ^  ^  ^ ^ 


k/w 


A*' 

ISO  Churoh  St • , 

Hoosick  Falls,  H.Y. 

Deo.  Slat ,  19£7. 
u  el  lea  Keeler,  Chairman, 

Advisory  Board, 

LiaoFaddon  Publications,  Inc. 

Dear  Dr.  Keeler 

As  the  year  draws  to  a  close,  I  find  myself 
of  carefully  taking  account  of  stock  in  many  ways,  hy 

in  Hoosick  Falls  as  a  pastor  in  a  small  town  is  entirely  diff er from 
the  position  I  oppupied  in  Dew  York  where  I  had  ^  ®  m 

larger  number  of  things  than  I  have  here.  Although  this  field  is  real  y 
more  promising  and  important,  I  no  longer  have  a  seci  etary  nor  a “  # 

assistant,  nor  a  three  months  vacation,  rurtnermore,  the  oui  a 
the  church  just  at  this  particular  time  makes  demands  upon  my  time  such 
that  I  find  myself  occupied  almost  every  waking  minute. 

In  view  of  all  this,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  spare  the  time  to 
continue  ny  work  with  you  on  the  Ministerial  Advisory  Board  of  “«>- 
i'addon  Publications.  It  was  one  thing  to  do  this  in  Hew  York  orty  rrgh 
thA  center  of  things:  it  is  an  entirely  difieient  thing  to  cmrry  on 
this  work  not  only  under  the  conditions  I  have  suggested  above,  out 
£1  at  a  distance.  You  will  remember  only  last  nonth  I  had  to  moke  a 

.^.SLrs 

Esis  sis  ?^wsaaa,sssh2rs«jiBSA 

termed  no  P  -  firmiiv  did  brinr*-  the  matter  arouna  to  the  subject 

0fV clean  literature  but  apparently  the  other  matters  were  his  real 
hobby 1.  Things  like  this  ^ake  much  time  and  expense  also. 

I  can.  therefore,  see  no  other  alternative  except  for  me  to  ror 
o-rfltfnilv  Dlace  mv  resignation  in  your  hands.  "Regret  hardly  aae- 

sssg  II  Sffis 

”„P2  i;  inmost  gratifying  to  know  that  the  work  which  we  clergy- 
men  do  is  accepted  as  a  court  of  last  resor  • 

with  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am, 


Fraternally  yours. 


J 


UNION  PACIFIC  SYSTEM 


Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 


LAW  DEPARTMENT 


s, 


A  KIES 


N.  B.  LOOMIS, 

General  Solicitor. 


1416  DODGE  STREET 


OMAHA,  NEB., 


June  20,  1928 


Dear  Doctor: 


I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  sixth  and  am 
much  pleased  with  your  kind  expressions  in  regard  to 
your  association  with  me  in  committee  work.  I  can 
reciprocate  the  sentiment  and  frankly  admit  that  serving 
upon  a  committee  with  you  as  chairman  or  associate  member 

is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me. 

What  you  suggest  in  regard  to  writing  direct 

to  Doctor  Young  seems  all  right  to  me,  and  I  hope  you 

will  do  it. 

I  am  sorry  the  Princeton  Seminary  matter  was 
not  definitely  settled  at  the  Tulsa  meeting,  and  fear 
that  the  postponement  will  only  add  to  the  suspense  and 
agony.  However,  I  hope  that  it  is  all  for  the  test. 


With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes 

Sincerely  yours, 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer, 


156  Fifth  Avenue, 
Hew  York. 


Mr.  Speer 


June  6,  1928 

(Dictated  June  4) 


Mr.  il.  H.  Loomis 
1416  Didge  !'  treetB 
Omaha,  Nebraska. 


My  iear  Mr.  Loomis; 

Y  ur  kind  latter  of  I  ay  17th  ■  ith  regard  to  the  Chu rch  si  tuition 
in  T)ai  1^3  \  as  duly  received  and  I  am  writing  at  tho  first  opportunity  on  returning 
■'from  the  General  is s embl y. 


I  saw  Drs  culler  to  a  there  arid  asked  him  about  the  matter  and  n3 

was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  best  to  allow  it  to  develop  naturally.  ^  I  judged 
however  that  he  had  been,  away  from  dell  as  for  some  weeks  and  l  heard  zajih  ~  ^er 
friends  there  that  negotiations  had  already  been  opened  -between  Dr*  Young’s 
Church  and  thepresbytery  looking  toward  the  healing  of  the  old  breach. 

I  think  perhaps  ti  e  best  thing  I  can  do  now  is  to  wri te  directly 
to  ir.  Young  and  find  out  from  him  just  what  the  situation  is  ana  find  out  whether 
there  is  any  way  in  which  Dr.  talker,  tho  new  Moderator,  or  Dr.  Madge  or  I  can  be 
of  any  assistance. 

I7e  missed  you  very  much  at  the  Genral  \ssembly  and  I  hope  that  if 
I  am  avor  drafted  in  any  more  Go  .eral  assembly  committees  it  may  be  in  association 
and  cooperation  with  you. 

It  was  a  very  interesting  Assembly.  2here  was  far  more  caucusing 
and  button-holing  going  on  thin  ou-  -  t  ever  ti  trike  pl.-s.ee  at  a  General  Assemoly, 
but  I  think  that  everything  was  leci  led  right  unless  it  was  in  the  postponement  of 
the  princotf  n  a  mi  nary  QoiaraittQQ*  a  Beport,  and  it  may  turn  oiu  'n.t  tnere  too 

providence  was  wisely  overruling  the  plans  of  men. 

Pith  -'arm  regard. 


its/b 


Very  cordially  yours. 


Mr.'  Speer 


< 


DIVISION  OF  EVANGELISM 
ROOM  43  i 


W  %  ■  f) i 

Board  of  National  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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received 

J AW  9  —  1928  January  4th,  1928. 

Mr.  St*** 

Dr.  Robert  Speer, 

BUILDING. 

Dear  Robert 

I  am  sending  you  some  copies  of  the  Pre-Easter 
Preaching  outlines.  You  will  observe  that  I  have  not  used 
the  names  of  the  contributors,  but  have  followed  the  sug¬ 
gestion  made  by  you  in  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the 
General  Council.  I  have  placed  your  sermon  outline  at  the 
beginning,  where  it  properly  belongs. 

Some  of  the  outlines  seem  to  me  to  be  very  good* 
Others  are  not  quite  up  to  the  mark.  JJany  of  those  which  I 
received,  I  could  not  use  at  all,  but  on  the  whole,  I  think 
this  is  a  very  good  and  suggestive  collection.  The  3ible 
studies  which  I  have  added  will  I  think  be  valuable  to  elders 
and  laymen,  and  perhaps  to  some  preachers.  I  have  in  mind  the 
pastor less  churches  in  including  this  material. 

Cordially  yours, 

George  G«  Uahy.  “ 


GGM:  11.1 


FRANK  B.  NOYES. 

Washington  star 

PRESIDENT 


fbcJUvt  4.  QVmmcA 

FREDERICK  I.  THOMPSON.  (J  W.  J.  PAPE 

Mobile  (ala.)  Register  Waterbur 


Mr 

rlCONN.) 


crjeer 


FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


REPUBLICAN 
SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 


MELVILLE  E.  STONE,  counselor. 

KENT  COOPER,  general  manager 
JACKSON  S.  ELLIOTT,  asst,  general  manager 


MILTON  GARGES.  executive  assistant 
J.  R.  YOUATT,  TREASURER 


DIRECTORS 

FRANK  B.  NOYES.  WASHINGTON  STAR 

ADOLPH  S.  OCHS.  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

CLARK  HOWELL,  ATLANTA  CONSTITUTION 

W.  H.  COWLES.  SPOKANE  SPOKESMAN-REVIEW 

ELBERT  H.  BAKER.  CLEVELAND  PLAIN  DEALER 

FRANK  P.  MACLENNAN.  TOPEKA  STATE  JOURNAL 

H.  V.  JONES.  MINNEAPOLIS  JOURNAL 

E.  LANSING  RAY.  ST.  LOUIS  GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 

BENJAMIN  H.  ANTHONY.  NEW  BEDFORD  STANDARD 

STUART  H.  PERRY.  ADRIAN  TELEGRAM 

ROBERT  MCLEAN.  PHILADELPHIA  BULLETIN 

J.  R.  KNOWLAND.  OAKLAND  TRIBUNE 

ROBERT  R.  MCCORMICK.  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE 
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GENERAL  OFFICE 


383  MADISON  AVENUE 

NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


May  11,  1928  . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Moderator, 

Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S.A., 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

M,, 

Dear  Dr.  Speer i 


^7 


The  Associated  Press  would  appreciate  a  statement  from 
you  on  the  likelihood  of  a  proposal  being  made  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  for  a  merger  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  Congregational  churches. 


We  also  should  like  to  know  the  probable  procedure  for 
bringing  such  a  proposal  before  the  Assembly  and  to  receive  from  you  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  proposal  itself,  and  the  attitude  of 
Fresbyterians  toward  the  question. 

This  is  desired  for  use  with  a  similar  statement  from 
the  Rev.  Frank  J.  Harwood,  Moderator  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
would  go  to  more  than  1,200  member  newspapers  throughout  the  country. 


We  should  appreciate  receiving  the  statement  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  view  of  the  forthcoming  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
Tulsa. 


Since  Ly  yours, 


/r/p\  csfcls 

Feature  'Editor* 


RGMtMM 


MEANS  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 


tor.  Speer 


14, 19  "8 


hr.  M chard  ’as sock, 
'he  ssoc*  steel  Press, 
333  radlson  Avenue , 

Pew  1'ork  City. 


y  dear  hr.  h&esook. 


vour  letter  of  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  procedure  of  our 
General  Assembly  in  receiving  any  proposal  from  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Vethodist  episcopal  Church  on  the  subject  of  church  unity  has 
been  received*  Our  General  Assembly  has  a  permanent  committee  on 
church  Cooperation  ar.d  Onion.  "o  this  Committee,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  General  Assembly,  “’shall  be  committed,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  General  sscmbly ,  the  interests  of  the  hurch  as  they 
relate  to  other  e *elesi&:  tical  bodies, and  to  organizations  formed  thereby 
for  promoting  cooperation  and  general  good-will.” 

If  any  proposal  from  the  heth odist  episcopal  General  Conference  is 
sent  to  the  .  resbyterien  General  Assembly  at  its  meeting  in  Giles,  this 
month,  the  normal  course  would  be  to  refer  it  to  this  Committee  of 
•ooper  tion  and  Union,  although  the  General  Assembly  could  at  its  dis¬ 
cretion  refer  the  natter  to  any  other  Committee,  such  as  its  Committee 
on  Bills  and  Overtures.  Ar%  action  in  the  matter  mould,  of  course,  have 
to  be  taken  by  the  General  Assembly  itself.  1  judge, however,  that  the 
terms  of  the  proposal  would  call  for  no  further  action  than  for  conference 
during  the  coming  year  between  suitable  committees  of  the  two  Churches. 

1  have  no  authority  to  speak  or.  behalf  of  tin  General  Assembly 
on  the  subject.  It  1::  one  however  in  which  the  usbytorian  Church  has 
always  been  deeply  interested,  and  on  vhich  at  the  tine  of  the  war  it 
made  overtures  itself  to  other  denominations  with  a  view  to  some  larger 
measure  of  'hurch  unity.  ho  actual  unifications  however  resulted  from 
these  negotiations.  Historically  the  Jreebyterian  'hurch  lias  ba  n 

very  sympathetic  toward  the  idea  of  fch.4  largest  possible  measure  of 
unity  among  denominations  standing  solidly  on  the  evangelical  faith, end 
able  to  harmonize  and  unite  their  views  ae  to  the  polity  of  the  'hurch . 


Very  faithfully  yours. 


Mr.  Speer 


June  4 ,1928 


The  Rev.  Lewis  S.  Midge ,  I).D. , 
itherspoon  uilding, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

’  y  dear  Lew, 

I  enclose  herewith  our  Treasurer ’s  check  for  the  bal;urice  of  the 
odei  tor’s  expense  account.  Do  you  want  an,  detailed  re.  ort  of  the 
expenditures  on  t  is  account  during  the  past  ;  ear?  "’he  balance  rich 
I  return  herewith  is  in  a  check  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
General  Assembly  amounting  to  $851*48. 

Inasmuch  as  1  was  entertained  by  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Tulsa  there  may  be  a  small  amount  which  1  shall  have  to  return  from  the 
General  Assembly  entertainment  check  which  I  received.  To  hom  shall  I 
r  turn  this? 

I  trust  you  have  got  back  safely  and  have  found  Irs.  I  judge  well. 

It  as  good  to  be  with  you  a  ain  and  o  have  had  this  year  of  close  association 
with  you,  but  I  must  say  I  am  very  happy  to  be  out  of  the  moder?  torship  and 
also  the  chairmanship  of  the  General  ouncil. 

'V;  r  affectionately  yours,  . 


February  27,1928 
Dictated  24th. 


Mr.  Speer 


The  Lev.  Lewis  8.  udge,  D.D., 
i  1 1 ;  e  r  sp  o  o  n  J full  din  g , 

:■  hiladelphit,  Fa. 


y  dear  Lew, 


I  have  been  perplexed  to  know  how  much  of  the  bal  nee  sheet  of  the  Churci 
w.  ich  I  tried  to  present  at  the  close  of  the  Council  meeting  you  will  want  to 
enter  on  the  Minutes.  Ly  own  disposition  would  be  to  enter  nothing,  except,  •>  c 
statement  that  !,the  .;ioder:  tor  made  a  full  statement  to  the  ouncil  regarding 
present  conditions  throughout  the  'Lurch ,  presenting  twenty  items  that  nig-  t  be 
entered  on  the  credit  s5.de  of  a  present-day  bali-n.ee  sheet  oi  the  oi.urcii&s  lire 


an  work  and  twenty  items  on  the  debit  side,  and  suggesting  that  the  Council  should 
study  how  the  central  leadership,  which  it  is  charged  to  provide,  si  ould  be 
spiritual  and  educational  and  not  restrictional  or  merely  administrative.'  He 
proposed  also  .that  it  might  be  wise  to  discontinue  the  Special  Committee  appointed 
for  the  year  under  instructions  from  t  e  last  General  Assembly  on  the  subject  of 
Evangelism  but  to  represent  to  the  Assembly  the  desirability  of  keeping  the  spiri¬ 
tual,  devotional  and  evangelistic  ideals  foremost  and  dominant  in  all  the  thought 
and  life  of  the  Church  with  continued  emphasis  on  individual  and  household 
evangelism  and  piety  and  worship  and  with  fresh  recognition  of  the  fundamental 


obligation  of  the  pastor  as  the  leader  in  the  evangelistic  and  benevolence  ork 
of  the  S'  urch 


If,  }  owever,  you  are  go in  '  to  distribute  Mr.  Barraclough Ts  stenographic  report 
of  what  I  said  or  embody  it  in  the  Minutes,  pleasd  modify  remarks  with  regard 

to  the  sixteenth  item  on  the  debit  side.  I  was  speaking ‘there  of  a  "few  centres 
of  contentiousness  and  strife"  and  I  used  the  word  lie  or  lies.  Please  cut  out 
altoget:  er  the  sentence  containing  that  word? 


I  should  be  very  glad  if  Mr.  Barraclough  would  send  me  a  copy  of  his  report. 
I  enclose  herewith  my  mailing  addresses.  About  four  weeks  should  be  allowed, of 
course,  for  letters  to  the  hear  -last  and  a  fortnight, per!  r  ps  to  Paris. 

George  Barber  has  written  asking  me  for  a  copy  of  this  statement  of  assets 
and  liabilities,  and  I  have  told  him  that  I  was  writing  to  you  on  the  subject. 


There  ought  not  to  be  any  public  circulation  of  m;  statement, although  I  have 
no  objection  to  your  sending  it  to  the  members  of  the  Council .  I  >•  ish  however  if  you 
do,  you  would  prefix  to  it  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  I  was  speaking  purely  ex¬ 
temporaneously  and  that  I  lied  had  no  opportunity  to  revise  the  report  and  that  no 
public  use  should  be  made  of  it. 

It  was  very  good  to  have  those  days  v  ith  you. 


HESiC. 


hver  affectionately  yours. 


VI 


<r 
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VICE- MODERATOR 
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514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

February  24,  X928* 


Stated  clerk 

LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Treasurer 

LAND  TITLE  AND  TRUST  CO. 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


»pa  n«H  '  *^S?5RS  OF  nEPASgK'SHg  OF  C  TORCH 

.  ' 

-  - -TT~-V~' - 


HT2HAI. 


Dear  3rethera» 

-our  information  i  an  forwarding  you  copies  of  t*e 
Keperi  of  fete  Jindin^  Committee  of  the  ^tional  Church 
Conference  held  in  Cleveland  on  January  *1,19**.  I  hoped 
that  thooo  would  reach  me  prior  to  cur  meeting  on  February  ^9  . 


With  kind  regards,  believe  me 

Yours  sincerely. 


Lewis  l •  Mudgc 
Stated  Clerk 


The  Report  of  the  Findings  Committee  of  the  National  Church 
Comity  Conference,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Jan.  21, 1928,  As  Adopted 

Approved  by  the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions  and  by  the  Execu  ive 
Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  in  Cleveland,  January  2o, 

method  in  religious  education- 


American  religious  life  started  in 
close  alliance  with  the  state.  Parishes 
were  geographically  allocated  and 
parish  churches  were  protected 
against  competition  by  the  state  which 
was  supposed  to  have  a  mind  for  re¬ 
ligious  unity.  Church  attendance  was 
guaranteed  by  the  police  power.  Peo¬ 
ple  were  asked  to  be  religious  by  geo¬ 
graphical  units.  The  breakdown  of 
this  alliance  was  inevitable.  It  was 
good  for  neither  church  nor  state.  In 
the  divorce  which  followed  both 
parties  appeared  as  plaintiffs. 

In  the  place  of  the  state  allocated 
parish  came  the  self-chosen  parish 
which  gauranteed  to  every  person  the 
right  to  worship  where  he  pleased  and 
to  every  religious  leader  the  right  to 
organize  as  he  pleased.  All  alliance 
with  the  state  was  given  up  and  all 
control  of  the  state  over  religious  or¬ 
ganization  was  abandoned.  In  general, 
the  Atlantic  sea  coast  was  settled  in 
state  ordered  parishes,  but  the  rest  of 
our  country  was  settled  by  people  of 
every  religious  faith  who  entered  into 
strenuous  competition  because  the 
right  to  form  religious  organizations 
was  unlimited. 

It  was  a  great  experiment  looking 
toward  a  free  church  in  a  free  state, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed 
of  it.  When  we  consider  the  diversity 
of  American  religious  origins,  the 
wonder  is  not  that  we  have  not  com¬ 
plete  religious  unity  but  that  we  have 
as  much  as  we  have. 

During  the  last  one  hundred  years 
the  American  churches  have  solved 
the  problem  of  self  support  apart  from 
the  state;  they  have  even,  in  some 
places,  over  supplied  our  country  with 
religious  organizations;  they  have 
until  recently  carried  half  the  national 
burden  of  higher  education;  they  have 
built  up  a  world-wide  system  of  mis¬ 
sionary  institutions;  their  clergy  have 
married;  they  have  educated  their 
children  and  have  given  to  the  people 
a  demonstration  of  a  high  order  of 
family  life.  All  this  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  churches  which  have 
trusted  the  people  to  organize  and 
support  the  free  parish  system  of  our 
Protestant  churches. 

The  Coming  of  a  New  Order 

But  it  is  the  belief  of  many  that 
we  have  passed  the  point  of  maximum 
efficiency,  operating  on  the  principle 
of  the  self-chosen  parish.  The  same 
reasons  which  are  causing  business 
men  to  abandon  the  laissez-faire  prin¬ 
ciple  in  business  are  bidding  religious 
men  to  abandon  the  laissez-faire  prin¬ 
ciple  in  ecclesiastical  economy.  We 
are  advancing  to  a  new  area  in 
which  we  will  see  free  religious 
groups  building  not  by  competitive 
drift  but  by  co-operative  intention. 
We  are  today  facing  the  question 
whether  free  churches  in  a  free  state 
can  discipline  themselves  and  develop 
a  public  mindedness  which  will  temper 
the  denominational  consciousness  and 
make  of  the  churches  a  great,  free  co¬ 
operative  fellowship  bent  on  the  bring¬ 
ing  in  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  If  this 
is  to  come,  machinery  must  be  made 
the  servant  of  the  great  religious  ob¬ 
jectives.  It  is  to  this  end  and  for 
this  purpose  that  we  believe  this  con¬ 
ference  has  been  called.  To  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  this  end  we  would  record 
the  following  convictions: 

Education  for  Co-operation 

Whereas,  it  is  of  the  genius  of  de¬ 
mocracy  to  advance  no  further  than 
the  people  who  are  the  ultimate 
source  of  power,  we  would  pledge  our¬ 
selves  to  the  education  of  laymen  and 
church  officials  to  the  need  of  a  co¬ 
operative  approach  to  our  American 
communities.  We  call  upon  our  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  Movement  and  upon 
our  educational  societies  to  include 
this  in  their  program  and  we  call  upon 
our  religious  press  and  upon  our 
clergy  who  are  convinced  of  its  neces¬ 
sity,  to  build  the  broad  basis  for 
Protestant  statesmanship  in  wide¬ 
spread  information  and  conviction. 

Demagoguery  and  narrow  ecclesti- 
asticism  are  the  common  enemy  of  us 
all.  Their  rule  can  be  abolished  only 
by  the  spread  of  a  tolerance  built  on 
broad  acquaintance  with  facts  and 
with  each  other.  Why  should  not  our 
seminaries  and  denominational  col¬ 
leges  educate  for  co-operative  Protes¬ 
tant  statesmanship,  and  why  should 
not  the  religious  press  carry  inter¬ 
denominational  slogans  in  their  head¬ 
lines  ? 

Principle  of  Regional  Autonomy 
Because  American  religious  com¬ 
munities  differ  in  their  ability  and  op¬ 
portunity  to  achieve  religious  unity 
we  are  convinced  that  we  must  make 
use  of  the  principle  of  regional  auton¬ 
omy  in  achieving  the  next  steps  to¬ 
ward  a  co-operative  Protestantism.  It 
is  our  belief  that  by  the  extension  of 
successful  experience,  community  by 
community  and  state  by  state,  a  truly 
democratic  growth  may  take  place. 
While  affirming  this  principle  of 
regional  autonomy,  we  shall  expect  of 
national  organizations  the  best  per¬ 
formance  which  their  constituents  will 
permit  them  to  render. 

Comity  Commissions 
Whereas,  a  co-operating  Protestant¬ 
ism  cannot  become  a  fact  without  new 
organization  structure,  we  declare  our 
loyalty  to  such  organizations  as  the 
Home  Missions  Council,  the  federation 
of  churches,  city  and  state,  and  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches.  Further¬ 


more,  we  declare  for  the  erection  of 
a  system  of  comity  commissions, 
to  meet  statedly  and  have  advisory 
and  adjustment  powers  among  those 
denominations  constituting  the  same. 
These  comity  commissions  are  the 
Hague  Tribunal  of  denominationalism. 
They  should  be  honored  in  denomina¬ 
tional  councils  as  Roosevelt  honored 
the  Hague  Tribunal  in  time  of  inter¬ 
national  dispute. 

Whereas,  the  work  of  these  organ¬ 
izations  which  are  planning  for  a  co¬ 
operative  Protestantism  cannot  suc¬ 
ceed  without  accurate  up-to-date 
knowledge  of  the  religious  conditions 
of  our  rapidly  changing  American 
populations,  we  believe  that  they 
should  equip  themselves  with  fact¬ 
finding  agencies  which,  like  the  “Air 
Service”  of  the  army,  shall  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  surveying  the  country  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  main  forces.  We  believe 
that  the  National  Home  Missions 
Council  could  perform  no  greater  serv¬ 
ice  than  to  encourage  a  national  fact¬ 
finding  agency  which  would  co-operate 
with  local  forces  in  their  common 
project.  Furthermore,  we  would  en¬ 
courage  the  National  Home  Missions 
Council  to  take  the  initiative  in  urg¬ 
ing  regional  federations  and  comity 
commissions  to  study  their  territory 
and  bring  their  facts  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  public.  We  believe  that  regional 
church  federations  and  comity  com¬ 
missions  have  the  right  to  call  upon 
the  colleges  on  whose  support  they 
have  spent  millions  of  dollars  for  aid 
in  securing  the  facts  which  are  ger¬ 
mane  to  their  programs  of  human 
service. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the 
suggested  Five-year  program  of  Sur¬ 
vey  and  Adjustment,  proposed  by  the 
Home  Missions  Council,  in  the  field  of 
interdenominational  comity  in  Home 
Mission  work,  be  approved.  And 
that  the  Home  Missions  Council,  the 
Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions, 
and  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  local  federations,  be 
asked  to  proceed  at  once  to  put  this 
program  into  action. 

Ck>-operation  in  Rural  America 

We  have  heard,  with  deep  concern, 
at  this  conference,  of  the  tragic  con¬ 
dition  in  rural  America.  The  reduction 
of  the  rural  population  and  the  de¬ 
pletion  of  rural  income  call  for  action 
on  the  part  of  all  those  who  are  in 
position  to  ease  the  present  burden 
Dome  by  rural  America.  Therefore, 

We  commend  that  rising  tide  of 
community  spirit  which  is  leading 
some  rural  communities  to  exercise 
a  new  discrimination  in  determining 
the  number  of  agencies  by  which  they 
shall  be  served. 

Organizing  in  Larger  Religious  Units 

Furthermore,  we  believe  that  the 
time  has  come  when  American  re¬ 
ligious  life  must  organize  in  larger 
religious  units.  We  realize  that  the 
way  in  which  this  can  be  accomplished 
will  vary  in  accordance  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  community  and  the  genius 
of  the  religious  organizations  which 
are  found  therein. 

Because  we  believe  in  the  principle 
of  regional  autonomy,  we  will  en¬ 
courage  the  efforts  of  our  Protestant 
Christian  brethren  to  overcome  the 
religious  maladjustment  which  our 
multiple  sectarian  organization  has 
thrust  upon  them.  Massachusetts  has 
had  twenty-five  years  successful  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  federated  church. 
While  under  favorable  circumstances 
we  would  prefer  a  community  church 
affiliated  with  a  denomination,  we 
would  say  nothing  here  to  discourage 
churches  not  so  affiliated  as  experi¬ 
ments.  _  .  . 

Interdenominational  Commissions 
for  Rural  Life* 

Furthermore,  we  believe  that  in 
some  regions  the  time  is  ripe  for  the 
establishment  of  interdenominational 
commissions  for  the  encouragement 
of  Protestant  work  in  rural  areas 
where  no  one  denomination  seems 
capable  of  carrying  on  the  work, 
there  being  a  plan  already  at  work 
in  urban  areas.  We  believe  that 
these  commissions  should  have  the 
power  to  raise  money  and  should  re¬ 
ceive  the  support  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  Council  and  the  backing  of  de¬ 
nominational  boards.  If  this  seems 
like  too  great  a  concession,  let  us  re¬ 
mind  ourselves  that  the  population 
seed  beds  of  America  are  in  rural 
America  and  that  it  is  easier  to  win 
the  youth  for  Christian  character 
when  they  are  in  a  Christian  neigh¬ 
borhood  environment  than  to  reach 
them  after  they  have  joined  the 
anonymous  masses  of  the  big  city. 

Because  we  believe  that  American 
rural  life  must  economize  its  forces 
we  would  commend  the  standards  for 
church  efficiency  adopted  by  six  con¬ 
stituent  organizations  of  the  Home 
Missions  Council  and  by  the  Home 
Missions  Council  and  the  Council  of 
Women  for  Home  Missions  in  their 
sessions  of  1926,  and  we  would  rec¬ 
ommend  the  findings  of  comity  prin¬ 
ciples  applicable  to  English  speaking 
work  in  town  and  country  fields  to  the 
other  constituent  members  which  have 
not  adopted  them. 

Church  City  Planning  Commissions 

Whereas,  the  rapid  growth  of  cities, 
particularly  of  the  suburban  areas, 
tests  the  sincerity  of  the  churches  in 
extending  their  ministry  to  these 


communities  without  competition,  we 
note  with  satisfaction  the  degree  of 
Christian  statesmanship  manifested 
by  several  of  the  City  Councils  of 
Churches,  notably  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Cleveland 
and  New  York.  They  have  become  in 
effect  church  city  planning  commis¬ 
sions:  to  discover  new  fields;  to  allo¬ 
cate  these  fields  to  the  several  com¬ 
munions;  to  promote  wise  church 
building;  and  generally  to  secure  a  re¬ 
ligious  ministry  and  neighborhood 
service  for  every  community.  In 
these  areas  the  problem  is  not  so 
much  to  avoid  overlapping  as  to  avoid 
neglect. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  allocation 
of  territory  to  a  particular  communion 
implies  the  responsibility,  on  the  part 
of  that  communion,  to  serve  all  the 
people  without  regard  to  denomina¬ 
tional  affiliation  and  to  offer  a  form  of 
church  membershipf  that  will  make 
this  possible. 

The  Great  Objective 

All  this,  to  the  end  that  the  co¬ 
operating  religious  forces  of  America 
may  provide  an  adequate  religious 
ministry  within  every  community 
throughout  our  vast  national  domain, 
for  child  life,  for  young  people,  and 
for  adults  both  native  and  foreign 
born: 

A  ministry  evangelical  in  spirit, 
evangelistic  in  method; 

A  ministry  well  rounded  in  its  con¬ 
tent  with  emphasis  upon  approved 


A  ministry  mindful  of  the  social 
needs  of  the  community  where  it 
takes  root  and  from  whose  soil 
it  grows; 

A  ministry  with  an  outreach  to 
world  service  and  Christian  broth¬ 
erhood. 

We  are  quite  mindful  that  such  a 
ministry  within  every  community  will 
tax  the  man  power  and  resources  of 
our  churches  and  will  not  permit  the 
waste  of  any  competitive  effort. 

Arthur  E.  Holt, 

Chairman, 
Charles  H.  Sears, 

Secretary, 

*  *  * 

Comity  Principles  Not  Mandatory 

The  following  motion  was  unani¬ 
mously  carried  at  a  joint  meeting  of 
the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the 
Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions 
held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  23, 
1928: 

“Moved  that  the  principles  set 
forth  in  these  Findings  be  submitted 
to  the  cooperating  Boards  as  stand¬ 
ards  or  ideals  toward  which  we  are 
hoping  each  will  work  and  we  rec¬ 
ommend  them  as  such  with  no  purpose 
to  override  the  autonomy  of  the 
Boards.” 

♦Referred  by  the  Home  Missions  Council  to 
the  Town  and  Country  Committee  of  the  Home 
Missions  Council  for  further  consideration. 

fin  the  Comity  Principles  adopted  by  the 
Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Council  _  of 
Women  for  Home  Missions  the  term  Christian 
fellowship  is  employed. 


Five  Year  Program  of  Survey  and  Adjustment  in  the 
Field  of  Interdenominational  Comity  in  Home  Missions 

This  program  shall  combine  on  a 
national  scale: 

1.  A  survey  of  the  whole  field  of 
interdenominational  comity  in  Home 
Mission  work. 

2.  An  intensive  and  sustained  ef¬ 
fort  to  secure  the  indicated  adjust¬ 
ments  by  the  various  denominational 
and  local  groups. 

3.  The  attainment  of  the  following 
practical  objectives: 

(a)  The  elimination  within  a  defi¬ 
nite  period  of  all  competition  between 
denominations  whose  Boards  are  con¬ 
stituent  to  the  Home  Missions  Council 
and  the  Council  of  Women  for  Home 
Missions  in  which  the  use  of  home 
mission  funds  is  involved. 

(b)  The  furtherance  of  under¬ 
standings  between  denominations, 
constituent  to  the  Home  Missions 
Council,  Council  of  Women  for  Home 
Missions,  or  the  Federal  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America, 
looking  to  the  elimination  of  competi¬ 
tion  in  which  home  mission  funds  are 
not  involved. 

(c)  The  allocation  of  responsibility 
on  a  non-competitive  basis  for  needed 
extensions  of  Christian  work  and  se¬ 
curing  the  acceptance  of  such  alloca¬ 
tions  by  the  bodies  concerned. 

(d)  The  securing  of  cooperation  of 
the  bodies  concerned  in  the  initiation 
of  any  necessary  projects  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  jointly,  as,  for  example,  the 
formation  of  interdenominational 
Larger  Parishes,  the  joint  provision  of 
religious  education  facilities,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  unified  religious  services  at 
public  institutions,  Farm  and  Cannery 
Migrants,  Religious  Work  Directors  in 
Government  Indian  Schools,  Bureau  of 
Reference  for  Migrating  People,  etc. 

(e)  Strengthening  or  creating  the 
necessary  interdenominational  bodies, 
local  or  regional,  to  assist  in  carrying 
the  above  points  into  effect  and  to 
provide  channeles  for  cooperative  ac¬ 
tion  in  other  fields  of  interest. 

(f)  Securing  a  special  fund  for  the 
attainment  of  the  above  objectives. 

National  Bodies  Concerned 

The  plan  here  proposed  engage  the 
formal  cooperation  of  the  following 
national  bodies:  The  Home  Missions 
Council  and  the  Council  of  Women  for 
Home  Missions  as  representing  of¬ 
ficially  the  home  mission  agencies  of 
the  major  evangelical  denominations 
together  with  their  constituent 
Boards;  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches,  as  having  responsibility  in 
the  matter  of  interdenominational 
federations  or  Councils  of  churches; 
and  the  Institute  of  Social  and  Re¬ 
ligious  Research  as  the  research  and 
survey  body  particularly  interested  in 
this  field. 

History 

Many  projects  have  been  carried 
through  or  are  now  under  way  which 
have  bearing  on  this  proposal.  The 
following  may  be  noted: 

(a)  Under  the  leadership  of  the 
Home  Missions  Council  preliminary 
state-wide  surveys  and  conferences 
have  been  carried  through  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  western  states,  as  for  example, 

Montana,  Idaho  and  Western  Wash¬ 
ington,  Northern  California  and  North 
Dakota  and  Utah.  The  emphasis  in 
these  conferences  was  on  the  alloca¬ 
tion  of  responsibility  for  unserved 
areas  and  in  each  case  a  local  Home 
Missions  Council  was  organized.  Plans 
are  now  under  way  for  such  an  every 
community  survey  in  New  Hampshire. 

Request  has  come  from  Colorado  for 
a  state-wide  survey  and  allocation  of 
territory  and  responsibility.  Leaders 
in  other  states  are  strongly  urging 
surveys. 


(b)  The  various  studies  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Institute  of  Social 
and  Religious  Research  contain  a 
great  deal  of  material  which  is  ger¬ 
mane  to  this  inquiry.  Particular  ref¬ 
erence  might  be  made  to  the  regional 
rural  surveys,  to  the  city  studies,  to 
the  village  survey,  the  survey  of  the 
American  Indian  and  the  study  of  the 
United  Churches.  The  Institute  is 
now  completing  a  study  of  home  mis¬ 
sion  aid  which  is  expected  to  throw 
considerable  light  upon  the  amount  of 
interdenominational  competition  in  the 
work  of  the  mission  Boards  of  certain 
denominations. 

(c)  The  Institute  now  has  in  pros¬ 
pect  or  under  consideration  other 
studies  clearly  related  to  this  question. 
In  particular,  mention  should  be  made 
of  the  analysis  of  the  material  gath¬ 
ered  in  the  U.  S.  Religious  Census  and 
a  proposed  study  of  under-churched 
areas. 

(d)  The  data  gathered  preparatory 
to  this  Conference  will  be  of  consider¬ 
able  value. 

The  Follow-up  Program 

1.  A  state  by  state  survey  which 
could  best  be  done  by  the  Institute  of 
Social  and  Religious  Research.  This 
survey  should  include  the  following: 

(a)  Tabulation  and  analysis  in 
form  suitable  for  use  in  follow-up 
conferences  of  available  material  in 
the  United  States  Religious  Census 
for  the  entire  United  States.  (The 
details  of  this  to  await  Dr.  Fry’s  re¬ 
port.) 

(b)  To  assemble  for  each  state 

under  consideration  a  complete  list  of 
all  home  mission  aided  projects,  with 
pertinent  data  as  to  terms  and  amount 
of  grants,  this  material  to  be  as¬ 
sembled  on  common  forms  and  maps. 

(c)  To  assemble  for  each  state 

under  consideration,  for  each  com¬ 

munity  in  the  state,  minimum  data 
bearing  primarily  on  population,  eco¬ 
nomic  resources  and  religious  needs 
and  supplementing  available  material 
in  the  United  States  Census  as  to  ex¬ 
isting  religious  organizations. 

(d)  To  make  a  limited  survey  of 
interdenominational  agencies  operat¬ 
ing  in  each  state  considered,  in  order 
to  ascertain  actual  and  desirable  rela¬ 
tions  between  their  activities  and  those 
of  the  churches. 

(e)  To  assemble  and  study  for 
each  state  available  documentary 
sources  of  pertinent  information. 

2.  Regional  and  community  confer¬ 
ences  : 

(a)  As  soon  as  this  material  is 
assembled  and  prepared  for  each  state 
in  the  form  of  tables  and  maps,  the 
three  Councils  through  a  joint  com¬ 
mittee  would  then  assemble  a  state¬ 
wide  conference  including  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  of  the  denominations 
concerned  before  which  these  findings 
would  be  laid. 

(b)  It  would  then  organize  visita¬ 
tion  teams,  each  team  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  a  number  of  differ¬ 
ent  denominations  to  visit  the  various 
sections  of  the  state  and  to  hold  sec¬ 
tional  conferences.  These  conferences 
would  be  expected  to  draft  concrete 
proposals  looking  to  adjustment  of  all 
competitive  situations,  and  to  the  as¬ 
sumption  of  responsibility  by  some 
church  or  by  some  interdenominational 
arrangement  for  all  needed  extensions 
of  work. 

(<-)  The  Home  Missions  Council 
would  then  assume  responsibility  for 
laying  these  proposals  officially  before 
the  denominational  agencies  concerned 
and  following  them  up  to  a  definite 


Mr.  Speer 


January  27,1928 
Dictated  24th 


The  Rev .  Lewi s  £ .  Madge ,  • R • » 

'•itherspoon  Building, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


My  dear  Lew, 

I  return  herewith  the  communication  from  the  Church  of  Scotland 
with  the  suggested  draft  of  a  reply. 

I  wonder  if  it  might  not,  he  well  to  add  two  or  t!  ree  touches. 


I  note  that  vou,or  Dr.  Stevenson, ha«  marked  the  second  sentence  oi 
the  reply  to  he  rewritten.  What  would  you  think  of  some  such  revision  as 

the  following: 


"Gratif'-ing  as  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  . resbyterian 
Church  in  America  has  been  it  has  fallen  far  short  o!  what  it  ought  to 
have  been, and  the  consciences  of  many  among  us  are  deeply  stirrec.  now 
over  the  inadequate  consecration  of  the  great  resources  of  our  people  to  the 
missionary  work  of  the  Church, and  over  the  need  of  a  great  spirit  o,  simple 
and  direct  evangelism.  For  whatever  has  been  accomplished  and  or  -he  cense 
of  judgment  upon  our  very  imperfect  attainments  we  owe  much  to  our  inherit^mce 
from  our  Scotch  antecedents.  And  we  recognise  with  great  gratitude  the 
lar^e  part  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  had  in  our  early  history’,  ^jt  e  great 
contributions  which  it  has  made  as  the  Mother  Church  to  the  plant/ and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Christian  Church  and  of  our  own  Presbyterian  Communion  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic." 


Secondly,  what  would  you  think  of  adding  to  the  last  sentence  in  tne 
draft  the  following: 


-And  we  shall  be  ready  especially  to  join  with  you  in  prayer  the t  the 
Churches  in  Scotland  and  our  Churches  in  America  may  be  newly  endued  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  with  power,  to  the  end  that  the  work  of  the  Church  in  the  world 
may  be  done  and  our  Lord  be  glorified. 


Very  affectionately  yours. 


TTiS:C. 


rJLwT<3 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City. 
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My  dear  Bobby: 

Sometime  ago  I  received  the  enclosed  communication  from 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  To  save  your  time  and  mine  and  also 
as  is  proper  to  relate  Dr.  J»  R.  Stevenson  to  this  matter 
as  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Church  Co-operation  and  Union, 
I  asked  Dr.  Stevenson  to  sketch  a  suitable  reply  to  be  used 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  us  in  answering  this  communication. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  Dr.  Stevenson’s  "sketch".  If 
you  will  add  to  it  anything  you  deem  wise  or  subtract  or 
modify  anything  you  deem  needful,  we  may  transmit  our  reply 
in  the  near  future.  The  matter  should,  of  course,  receive 
your  attention  before  your  departure  for  Jerusalem. 


^  ^  ^  ^  /  w  ^  **h,  ^ 
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Affectionately  yours , 
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The  Rev.  James  Robinson, D.D. , 

Bethlehem,  Pa. 

IJy  dear  Jim, 

I  remember  the  kind  letter  you  v<rote  me  last  march  with 
reference  to  the  sermon  to  be  preached  at  the  opening  of  the 
General  Assembly.  1  v as  0ruteful  for  your  suggestion  and  it  was  in 
my  mind  all  the  tine  I  was  preparing  the  sermon.  Perhaps  you  will 
have  seen  copies  of  it  or  parts  of  it  in  the  Church  papers, but  I  am 
sending  the  full  sermon  in  pamphlet  form  herewith. 

ith  uam  regard. 


Your  sincere  friend. 


r.SS:  c. 


Mr.  Speef 


February  2,  1928 

Rev.  '.Villiam  Crosby  Ross, 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church 
Boise,  Idaho 


My  dear  Mr.  Ross: 


It  is  a  great  privilege  to  bo  allowed  to  share  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  First  3resbyteri an  Church  of  Boise. 

The  half  century  of  the  Church’s  life  has  seen  an  old  world  vanish 
and  a  new  world  appear,  some  g^od  things  have  been  lost,  but  thank  God  also 
a  great  deal  of  evil  has  been  overthrown  and  great  blessings  have  come  for 
which  our  fathers  prayed  but  which  di ]  not  come  in  their  time.  If  we  have 
faith  and  courage  and  sacrifice  we  may  now  move  on  to  for  greater  and  better 
things  and  I  pray  that  the  next  half  century  in  your  Church  may  witness  far 
richer  blessi  ngs^ev.ea^han  in  the  past  and  that  throughout  the  whole  world  cur 
Church  may  move  in  these  new  years  to  a  new  obedience  and  a  now  wealth  of 
fruitful  service. 

V/ith  kind  regard. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


R"S/B 


Mr.  Speer 


FEB  n 


RUTGERS  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

SEVENTY-THIRD  STREET  AT  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK 

DANIEL  RUSSELL,  D.D.,  MINISTER 


TELEPHONE  TRAFALGAR  8227 


February  6,  1928. 


Robert  S.  Speer,  D.  D. 
156  Fifth  .Avenue, 

Hew  York  City. 

5'y  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Please  accept  my  sincerest 
thanks  for  your  letter  of  January  27th. 

It  covers  the  points  I  have  in  mind  and 
is  very  helpful. 

Always  fraternally  yours, 


DR:  IT 


1  ■ 
i 


January  27,  1928 

(Dictated  January  24) 


liev.  Daniel  Bussell,  D. D. 

Butgers  Prosbyterian  Church. 
Seventy-third  Street  at  Broadway 
N°w  York  City 


My  da  ir  Dr-  Bus;  all: 

On  getting  hac  on  Saturday  I  foun  your  {rood  letter  of  January 
6th.  I  ara  constantly  trying  in  addresses  to  meet  this  very  point  to  which 
you  refer.  I  talked  about  it  at  the  close  cf  the  address  v/hich  I  made  at 
the  Student  Volunteor  Convention  in  Detroit,  and  I  am  writing  and  speaking 
about  it  all  the  time.  it  is  one  of  the  tragic  v  oaknesses  of  our  day  to 

think  that  a  can  get  away  from  the  historic  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  - 
their  objective  reality  an  1  their  redemptive  significance. 

"The  V.ay  of  Life"  and  the  ’’Spirit  of  Jesus"  ara  ju  :  t  as  likely 
to  become  mighty  conventional  phrases  as  "vicarious  atonement"  and  "justifica¬ 
tion  by  faith.  Bvoryone  of  those  phrases  stands  for  essential  truth  but 

they  stand  for  it  unitedly  and  they  only  cohere  in  one  anothor.  vour  state¬ 
ment  of  your  fundamental  conviction  in  the  matter  is  absolutely  right. 

I  am  not  sure,  hov ever, that  I  can  furnish  you  with  the  documentary 
material  that  you  want  with  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  doctrine  and  life  or  of 
truth  and  love,  which  ought,  of  course,  never  to  bo  separated  in  missionary 
preaching.  The  two  are  put  together  in  tho  old  instructions  for  the  members 
of  the  TJnitas  yratrum,  who  ainister  in  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen.”  Published 
in  London,  1704,  for  the  Moravian  Mi ssion  tries. 

"Therefore,  until  the  Brethren  shall  be  ablo  to  express  them¬ 
selves  intelligently  to  tho  heathen,  they  must  be  contented  with  preaching 
by  their  walk  and  conversation  only.  Though  the  heathen  may  be  brought  to 
understa id  many  things  by  signs  -  a  way  of  preaching  which  often  makes  a 
particular  impression,  when  words  cannot  be  understood. 

"But  when  tho  Brethren  shall  have  learned  the  language  sufficiently 
to  be  understood,  their  testimony  i3  to  begin  with  Jesus  Christ,  describing 
him  as  th  it  great  Lord,  ho  has  all  power  in  heavon  aid  on  earth,  yea,  as  the 
Almighty  God,  ho  made  all  things,  and  man  in  particular.  They  set  forth 
His  love  to  man  to  be  so  inexpressibly  great,  that  He  became  Himself  a  man 
for  our  salre,  to  deliver  us  all  from  evil,  and  to  make  us  harpy  here  and 
hereafter.  They  testify  to  then  at  tho  same  time,  that  He,  out  of  love  to 
man,  endured  oven  tho  most  cruel  death,  and  shod  His  blood,  that  re  might 
obtain  eternal  life.  They  oxtol  Him  as  tho  most  kind,  most  benign  and  racious 
Saviour, uhose  heart’s  delight  is  to  do  good  unto  men.  Thomselves  they  represent 
as  messengers  sent  by  Him,  to  invite  them,  the  Heathen, to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
His  blessings;  and  their  labour  aims  only  at  gaining  the  hearts  of  the  heathen 
for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Thu3  they  continue  unweariodly  preaching  Christ 
and  His  sacrifice  for  us,  until  nis  gospel  shall  kindle  a  fire  in  their  hearts, 
and  bring  them  to  faith  in  Jesus." 


;  ev.  Daniel  Bussell,  D.  3.  * 


-2  - 


January  27,  1928 


One  interesting  thing  about  these  instructions  is  that  the  Moravians 
were  bidden  to  begin  not  with  Theism  or  any  doctrine  of  God,  but  ith  the 
personal  history  and  work  of  Christ, 


?he  following  instructions  in  the  oil  book  set  forth  that  niter 
missionaries  have  won  the  heathen  for  Christ  then  they  ire  to  tell  them  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  a  father  and  are  to  explain  God  the  Father  to  them, 
and  that  "when  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  and  vis  hesaenly  Father  shall  have  taken 
hold  o^  the  hearts  of  the  heathen,"  then  the  Holy  Spirit  shall  be  explained  to 


On  the  other  hand  the  late  "t.  nevius,  one  of  the  ablest  and  wisest 
missionaries  in  China,  maintained  that  the  proper  a  -roach  to  the  Chinese,  at 
least,  was  to  begin  v  ith  God.  He  was  opposed  to  the  circulation  of  a  Gospel 
like  '"ark,  ■  ithout  any  note  or  comment,  because  he  believed  that  its  abrupt 
introduction,  "The  beginning  of  the  go  si-el  of  Jesus  Christ  the  3on  or  God, 
at  once  created  prejudice  and  misunderstanding  which  ’  as  unnecess  ry.  in¬ 
stead  of  making  Christ  known  to  the  Chinese,  this  method,  he  held,  obscured  him 
and  obstructed  the  entrance  of  the  Gospel.  His  method  v  is  to  begin  '•  ith  Go 
the  Creator  and  Father,  and  to  unfold  His  revelation  in  nature  and  in  Christ. 


I  think  you  can  find  somo  of  the  latest  and  best  material  on  this 
whole  question  in  the  series  of  pamphlets  which  hove  just  been  issued  by  the 
International  missionary  Council  in  preparation  fbr  the  mooting  of  the  Council 
in  Jerusalem  this  spring.  Six  of  those  pamphlets  deal  with  the  subject  - 
The  Christian  Life  and  Massage  in  relation  to  non-Christian  systems,  -  2hes 

re  of  unequal  quality;  One  of  the  best  of  them  is  l'ac  icol’s  ’Christianity 
and  Hinduism.”  You  can  get  any  or  all  of  them  fro:  the  office  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council,  419  fourth  avenue. 


Did  I  send  you  a  copy  of  our  Deputation  Deport  on  japan  and  China, 
prepared  when  Jr.  Kerr  and  I  came  home  a  year  ago?  If  not,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  send  you  one  as  it  contains  incidentally  some  reference  to  this  very 
problem. 


■ith  warm  regard. 


bes/b 


Very  cordially  yours. 


January  27,  1928 

(Dictated.  January  24) 

Bov.  Daniel  Russell,  D.  D. 

Rutgers  Presbyterian  Church 
Seventy-third  street  at  Broadway 
York  City 


Liy  dear  ")r.  Bus  all; 

On  getting  back  on  Saturday  I  foun  your  /  ood  letter  of  January 
6th.  I  am  constantly  trying  in  ad’resscs  to  ran  at  this  very  ix>int  to  which 
you  refer.  I  talked  about  it  at  tho  close  if  the  address  which  I  made  at 
t  e  student  voluntoor  Conventio  in  Detroit,  and  I  am  writing  and  speaking 
about  it  all  the  tine.  it  is  ono  of  the  tragic  weaknesses  of  our  ay  to 
think  that  we  can  got  away  from  tho  historic  death  resurrection  of  Christ,  - 
thc-ir  objective  reality  and  their  reienptivo  significance. 

"'Phe  V.  iy  of  Life"  and  the  "Spirit  of  josus"  are  ju  t  as  likely 
to  beoome  mighty  conventional  phrases  as  "vicarious  atonement"  and  ” justifica¬ 
tion  by  faith.  dveryone  of  these  phrases  stands  for  essential  truth  but 
they  stand  for  it  unitedly  and  they  only  cohere  in  one  another.  vour  state¬ 
let  of  your  f and  ime ntal  conviction  in  tho  matter  is  absolutely  right. 

I  am  not  sure,  however,  that  I  cai  furnish  you  v.  ith  the  documentary 
material  that  you  want  with  regard  to  tho  efficacy  of  doctrine  aid  life  or  of 
truth  and  love,  which  ought,  of  course,  novar  to  be  separated  in  missionary 
proaching.  The  tv  o  are  put  togothor  in  tho  old  "instructions  for  tho  members 
of  tho  Unitas  ?ratrum,  v  ho  tainister  in  the  Gospel  among  the  peathen."  ’-ublishe  1 
in  London,  1704,  for  the  Moravian  Missionaries. 

"Therefore,  until  tho  Brethren  shall  bo  able  to  expross  thorn- 
selves  inte  -ligently  to  thG  h  eathen,  they  must  bo  contented  with  preaching 
by  th-ir  walk  and  conversation  only.  Though  the  hoathen  nay  be  brought  to 
uniersta  i  1  many  things  by  signs  -  a  way  of  preaching  which  often  mako3  a 
particular  impression,  v- hen  words  cannot  be  understood. 

"But  v/hen  the  Brethren  3hall  have  learned  the  language  sufficiently 
to  be  unier stood,  their  testimony  i3  tc  begin  with  Jesus  Christ,  describing 
him  as  th  :t  great  Lord,  ho  has  all  power  in  heaven  aid  on  earth,  yea,  as  the 
Almighty  God,  ho  male  all  things,  and  man  in  particular.  Thoy  set  forth 
Pis  love  to  man  to  bo  so  inexpressibly  great,  that  He  became  Himself  a  man 
for  our  sake ,  to  deliver  us  all  from  evil,  and  to  make  us  ha  py  here  and 
hereafter.  They  testify  to  thorn  at  tho  sane  time,  that  pe,  out  of  love  to 
man,  endured  even  the  most  cruel  death,  and  shed  iris  blood,  that  ve  right 
obtain  eternal  life.  They  extol  Pin  as  the  most  kind,  most  benign  and  ,  racious 
Saviour, Bhose  heart's  delight  is  to  to  gaol  unto  men.  Themselves  they  represent 
as  messengers  sent  by  Him,  to  invite  them,  the  Heathen, to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
HiS  blessings;  and  their  labour  aims  only  at  gaining  the  hearts  of  the  heathen 
for  our  Lord  josus  Christ.  Thus  they  continue  unweariodly  preaching  Christ 
and  Pis  sacrifice  for  us,  until  His  -ospel  shall  kindle  a  fire  in  their  hearts, 
and  bring  them  to  faith  in  Jesus.-* 


/ 


.lev.  Daniel  Bussell,  D.  j. ,  -2-  January  27,  1920 


Gao  interesting  thing  about  these  instructions  is  that  the  yoraviaas 
vere  bidden  to  begin  not  with  Theism  or  any  doctrine  of  God,  but  •  ith  the 
personal  history  and  work  of  Christ. 

Tht.  following  instructions  in  tho  oil  book  set  forth  that  after  the 
missionaries  have  von  the  heathen  for  Christ  then  they  are  to  tell  them  that 
cur  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  a  Father  and  are  to  explain  God  the  Father  to  them, 
an i  that  "when  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  and  Fis  heavenly  Father  shall  have  taken 
hoi'  o  '  the  hearts  of  the  h  ithen,  the  ■  the  Holy  pirit  shall  bo  explained  to 
them. 

On  the  other  hand  the  late  r.  devius,  one  of  tho  ablest  and  wisest 
mission. ries  in  China,  maintained  that  tho  proper  a  rroach  to  the  Chinese,  at 
least,  was  to  begin  with  God,  He  was  opposed  to  the  circulation  of  a  Gospel 
like  ’ark,  without  any  note  or  comment,  because  hu  boli.eved  that  its  abrupt 
introduction,  "The  beginning  of  the  g03pal  of  Jesus  Christ  the  don  of  God," 
at  once  created  prejudice  and  misunderstanding  which  was  unnecessary.  in¬ 
stead  of  making  Christ  known  to  the  Chinese,  this  method,  he  held,  obscurod  T'im 
and  obstructed  the  entrance  of  the  Gospel.  His  method  was  to  begin  with  God 
tho  Creator  and  Father,  and  to  unfold  His  revelation  in  nature  and  in  Christ. 

I  think  you  can  find  some  of  the  latest  and  best  material  on  this 
whole  question  in  the  series  of  pamphlets  which  have  just  been  Issued  by  the 
International  Missionary  Council  in  preparation  lt>r  the  mooting  of  tho  Council 
in  Jerusalem  this  spring.  six  of  those  pamphlets  deal  v ith  the  subject  - 
.he  Christian  Life  aad  Message  in  relation  to  non-Christian  systems."  These 
re  of  unequal  quality.  0-io  of  the  best  of  them  is  Hacdicol’s  "Christianity 
and  Hinduism.”  You  can  get  any  or  all  of  them  fre  the  office  of  the 
international  Missionary  Council,  419  jourth  venue. 

Did  I  send  you  a  copy  of  our  Deputation  Report  on  Japan  and  china, 
prepared  when  )r.  Herr  and  I  came  home  a  year  ago?  if  not,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  sen’  you  one  as  it  contains  incidentally  some  reference  to  this  very 
problem. 

ith  warm  regard. 


Very  cordially  yoiirs. 


rbs/b 


/ 


January  9,  1928 


Rev.  Daniel  Bussell,  B.D. « 

Rutgers  Presbyterian  Church 
73rd  Street  at  Broadway 
Hew  Yon;  City 


I!y  !ear  Dr.  Russell; 

I  am  sorry  that  it  will  not  bo  possible  for  Mr.  Speer  to  reply 
to  your  letter  of  January  7th  until  the  end  of  tha  month.  He  is  away  on  a  speak¬ 
ing  tour  in  the  south  moving  around  continuously  and  ve  are  having  to  hold  all 
mail  until  his  return  to  the  offices. 

Vary  sincerely  yours, 

Secre  ary  to  Mr.  Robort  E.  Speer 


C 


RUTGERS  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


SEVENTY-THIRD  STREET  AT  BROADWAY 


NEW  YORK 


V 


Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 


New  York  City. 


M INI8TER 

8227 


January 


Speef 


6,  1928. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  what  you  said  at  the  General 
Council  luncheon  concerning  the  students  at  the  volunteer  convention, 
and  the  "Way  of  Life"  enphasis  in  their  thinking. .. .1  have  just  been 
reading  "The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road"  with  its  supreme  emphasis  on 
the  "Way  of  Life"  idea  and  its  avoidance  of  the  redemptive  aspect  of 
the  Cross. 


One  shifts  one’s  emphasis  of  course  through  the  years  - 
shifts  and  shifts  back  again.  But  I  have  never  been  able  to  escape 
the  conviction,  for  long,  that  while  Christianity  is  a  Jay  of  Life  it 
cannot  be  established  in  men’s  hearts  unless  it  bases  dovm  upon  a  re¬ 
demptive  atonement  in  which,  once  for  all  our  sins  were  borne  in  His 
body  Who  made  it  right  and  therefore  possible  for  a  just  and  all-loving 
Father  to  forgive  his  sinning  children.  In  other  words  I  am  just  so 
old-fashioned  that  I  cannot  give  up  the  satisfaction  element  in  atone¬ 
ment  without  giving  up  my  Hew  Testament,  and  my  own  hope  of  salvation 
....Nor  can  I  escape  the  conviction  that  modernist  preachers  and  teachers 
who,  almost  solely,  have  the  ears  of  college  and  university  students 
today  are  working  tragic  and  incalculable  harm  by  a  false  emphasis  upon 
Christianity  as  a  Way  of  Life. 

And  so  (forgive  the  preamble)  I  come  to  the  reason  for  this 
letter.  Speaking  to  my  mid-week  meeting  from  the  verse  "And  I  if  I  be 
lifted  up"  etc.,  I  stressed  the  redemptive  element  in  Christ's  death. 

And  I  said  something  like  this:  "Missionaries  have  learned  this  lesson 
long  since.  The  crucified  Christ  ma’KBs  the  great  appeal."  I  instanced 
the  earliest  Moravian  missionaries  in  Greenland  who  so  long  as  they  spoke 
on  other  merely  relative  themes  found  the  Greenlanders  unresponsive,  but 
when  they  spoke  of  the  Crucifixion  in  detail,  and  its  essential  redemptive 
meaning  Wy  secured  results.  (This  was  some  old  memory  of  my  reading 
years  ago.  I  admit  that  my  statement  was  very  badly  "documented”.) 

After  the  service  one  of  my  most  helpful  hearers  -  a  man  for 
whom  I  have  a  special  affection  and  respect  -  said:  "I  would  like  to  hear 
you  expand  that  idea  some  time.  I  would  have  said  that  the  power  of  the 
missionary,  his  supreme  effectiveness,  lies  in  the  life  of  love  which  he 
lives  among  the  people." 


-  2  - 


January  6,  1928. 


■ 


40* 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D. 


Row  anyone  knows  that  no  message  has  power  without  a  life  of 
love  behind  it.  But  can  I  make  good  on  my  central  contention?  I  should 
like  to.  Where  can  I  find  the  concrete  facts  which  substantiate  it?  Or 
is  the  contention  of  Prof.  Kilpatrick  correct,  that  henceforth  the  older, 
conservative  interpretat ion  of  the  Gospel  is  useless  in  India  except  for 
the  low-castes? 

If  you  can  find  time  to  give  this  a  thought  and  dictate  a  few 

lines  in  reply  I  shall  be  deeply  obligated . .You  have  really  brought 

this  on  yourself,  for  since  my  student  days  in  Iowa  -  all  unknown  to  you  - 
you  have  been  my  spiritual  guide,  philosopher  and  friend. 

May  God  give  you  strength  and  unfailing  courage  for  the  great 
tasks  you  carry  this  year. 


Fraternally, 


/Or 


1 


Mr.  Speer 


/3m. 
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Jane  6,  1928 

(Dictated  June  2) 


Mrs.  A.  L.  Sebille, 

Brawley,  California 


My  dear  prs.  Sebille* 


Your  note  of  ray  26th  is  received  at  the  General  Assembly  meeting 


in  Tulsa. 

It  is  customary  in  oossmblies  when  the  members  have  had  sufficient 
debate  and  desire  the  question  to  be  brought  to  a  vote  to  call  out  -"question  - 
question.0  sometimes  this  is  ccne  very  rudely  and  it  is  not  the  proper  parliamen¬ 
tary  v  ■-■j  to  close  xebate.  A  prftpor  method  would  be  ffcr  some  one  to  move  what  is 
called  ” the  previous  question.”  Such  a  motion  when  made  ind  seconded  is  not  debata¬ 
ble.  The  presiding  officer  must  at  once  put  to  the  Assembly  the  motion  in  this  form 
"Shall  the  main  juestion  be  now  put*?"  This  question  is  not  debatable.  If  the 
amajority  of  the  Assembly  votes  ’-Yes"  then  the  Moderator  is  to  proceed  at  once  to 
put  the  question  at  issue.  This  is  the  orderly  way  to  close  debate.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  the  custom  vilely  prevails  of  calling  for  the  question  when  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  meeting  is  ready  to  vote.  "Sie  difficulty  is  that  often¬ 
times  a  few  noisy  people  call  out  "question”  and  force  a  vote  against  the  majority 
which  cannot  he  one  if  the  orderly  processes  of  moving  the  previous  question  is 
pursued. 


If  a  speaker  has  been  recognized  by  the  chair  and  given  the  floor 
then  it  is  not  proper  that  any  :  ne  should  •'•all  vrt  "  xiestion  -  question."  Jor  is 
it  competent  for  any  one  to  move  the  previous  question  until  the  speaker  to  whom 
the  floor  has  been  .riven  has  finished. 

» 


Rqs/B 


Y  ry  sincerely  yours 


Mr.  fpeer 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 

May  15,  1928 

PRESIDENT’S  ROOM 


my  dear  Robert:- 

This  is  to  acknowledge  the  letter  you  forwarded  from 
Dr.  Laird  of  Canada  regarding  the  fraternal  delegate,  i  have 
acknowledged  this ,  indicating  the  time  when  said  delegate  is  to 
he  introduced  to  the  Assembly. 

i  was  glad  to  have  the  brief  chat  with  you  yesterday 
and  learn  that  you  feel  so  confident  regarding  the  temper  and 
outcome  of  the  Assembly.  So  much  bitterness  has  been  stirred  up 
that  there  will  be  needed  a  wonderful  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  allay  the  strife  and  unite  our  Church  in  the  real  work  of  the 
Kingdom.  We  shall  be  praying  that  you  may  be  divinely  used  in 
the  opening  message. 


Dr.  Robert  K.  Speer, 
New  York  City. 


June  7,  1928 


Treasurer #o£  the  denoral  assembly 

The  Beal  Estate  Land  Title  and  Trust  Company 

Philadelphia,  ?a« 


Dear  Sir* 


I  have  sent  you  through  Dr.  faster  a  cheek  fbr  o 851. 48,  being  the 
balance  left  of  the  ^1,500.  vhich  you  sent  me  and  other  eceipts  to  the  credit 
of  the  Moderator’s  expense  account  during  my  term  as  Moderator. 

The  other  .eceipts  which  I  have  entered  were  from  Churches  where  I 
spoke  as  Moderator  or  from  the  Synod  of  ilev  jersey.  There  were  some  other  con¬ 
tributions  also, as  I  '-  rote  Dr*  nudge,  which  I  could  not  identify  as  on  Moderator’s 
expense  account,  but  those  I  have  used  toward  t  a  support  of  a  missionary  under 
the  resbytar ian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

I  enclose  also  my  choc*  for  ,,516.34,  being  balance  of  check  which 
I  received  as  Co  missionar  on  account  of  entertainment.  My  hotel  bill  was  cared 
for  by  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Tulsa  so  that  I  had  only  those  meal  and 
entertainment  charges  to  meet  which  had  not  been  charged  on  my  hotel  bid  1. 


The  Charge  of  )ecamber  9th  on  account  of  Dr.  peter  E.  Emmons  was 
for  his  travel  expanses  to  a  coal  operators  and  Labor  convention  in  Mount  Carmel 
where  he  ent  in  ray  stead  as  Moderator. 


The  expense  account  ft> r  the  year  would  have  been  a  great  deal 
heavier  but  for  the  fact  that  I  had  passes  on  the  Pennsylvania  and  Luc  katana 
railroads  and  a3  able  to  get  reduced  transportation  on  many  other  trips. 


* 


B’-S/B 


Very  sincerely  yours 


June  7,  1926 


Mr. 


Treasurer ,of  the  General  Assembly 

The  Beal  .state  Land  Title  and  Trust  Company 

Philadelphia,  pa. 


/ 

ppar  Sir* 


I  have  3ent  you  through  Dr.  a  check  fbr  $841.48,  being  the 

balance  left  of  the  ;le500.  which  you  sent  me  and  other  oceipts  to  the  dredit 
of  the  Moderator’s  expense  account  during  ny  tern  as  yo  lerator. 

The  other  receipts  which  I  have  ontered  ware  from  Churches  where  1 
spoke  as  Moderator  or  from  the  Synod  of  New  jersey.  There  were  some  other  con¬ 
tributions  also, as  I  wrote  Dr*  Mudge,  which  I  could  not  identify  as  on  Moderator’s 
expense  account,  but  these  i  hive  used  toward  the  support  of  a  missionary  under 
the  - resbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

I  enclose  alec  my  check  for  $16.34,  being  balance  of  check  which 
I  received  „s  Cr  mis signer  on  account  of  entertainment.  My  hotel  bill  was  cared 
for  by  the  First  °resbyterian  Church  of  ulsa  sc  that  I  had  only  those  meal  and 
entertainment  charges  to  meet  which  had  not  been  charged  on  my  hotel  bi&l. 

The  Charge  of  December  9th  on  account  of  Dr.  peter  A.  Brsnons  was 
for  his  travel  expenses  to  a  Coal  Operators  and  Labor  Convention  in  Mount  Carmel 
where  he  ent  in  my  stead  as  Moderator. 

The  expense  account  tor  the  year  would  have  been  a  great  deal 
heavier  but  tor  the  fact  that  I  had  p  isses  on  the  Pennsylvania  and  Lackawana 
railroads  and  v  as  able  to  get  reduced  transportation  on  many  other  trips. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


s-s/b 


I 


Date 


Place 


Mi\  Speer 


SPEAKING  ENGAGEMENTS-  MODERATOR  *  S  TOUR 

Nature  of  Pastor  or  other 

Church,  etc.  Time  meeting  promoter 


Thu,,  Jan. 5 

Louisville,Ky# 

Warren  Nfeml, 

H.C. Wilson, D.D. 

Fri.,  Jan* 6 

Lebanon,  Tenn, 

Cumberland  U« 

A.M. 

Chapel 

Dr.  E.L. Stockton 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Hillsboro 

7:30 

P.M. 

Popular 

Sat. , Jan,  7 

Maryville ,  Tenn. 

Maryville  Col. 

9:40 

A.M. 

Chapel 

Sam. T.  Wilson, D. D* 

Knoxville ,  Tenn. 

Second  Church 

12:00 

M 

Luncheon 

of 

Union  Pres, 

,Robt.  I.Gamon.D.D. 

Sun. , Jan, 8 

Chat  tano  o  ga , Tenn . 

Second  Church 

11:00 

A.M. 

Robt.M.  Stimson,D.D. 

No.  Chattanooga 

Noth  Side  Ch. 

7:30 

P.M. 

O.E. Gardner , D.D. 

Mon, ,Jan.9 

Birmingham , Ala , 

Independent  Pr. 

6.00 

P.M. 

Men’s  Ban¬ 

-  H. M. Edmonds , D.D. 

quet 

Independent  Ch. 

8.00 

P.M. 

Popular 

J.M»  Broady,D.D. 

Tue . , Jan. 10 

Memphis ,  Tenn. 

Court  Avenue 

noon 

Luncheon 

for  synodical  com¬ 
mittees  and  local 
leaders 


Court  Avenue 

7:30 

P.M, 

Popular 

Wed, , Jan. 11 

Clarksville,  Ark. 

Presbyterian 

3:00P.M. 

Popular 

Elbert  Hefner, D.D. 

Van  Buren,Ark. 

Presbyterian 

8:00 

P.M. 

Popular 

Wm.B.  Miller,  D.D. 

Thu, , Jan. 12 

Dallas,  Texas 

City  Temple 

3:00  & 

8:00 

Texas  Men’s 
Convention 

B.P.  Fullerton, D.D 

Addresses 

Fr  i . , J an ,13 

Houston, Texas 

Central 

6:00 

P.M. 

Banquet, men 

of  all  chur- 

ches  of  Houston 

Pres. 

Central 

8:00 

P  »M. 

Popular 

Rev. J.E. Ferguson 

Sun. , Jan. 15 

Amarillo, Texas 

First 

11:00 

A.M, 

'7:30 

P.M. 

Rasmus  ThomsenJ),D» 

Mon.,  Jan»16 

Oklahoma  City,0kl. 

First 

4:00 

P.M. 

Address  to  com- 

mittees  and 

Sam.M.  Gibson, D.D. 

local  leaders 

8:00 

P.M. 

Mass  meeting 

Tue. , Jan, 17  Wichita, Kans.  First 


Parkville , Mo. Park  College 
Kansas  City,M°*  City  Club 


noon  Luncheon  for 

committees  and 
local  leaders 

Z:30  P.M.  Mass  meeting  H.Ray  Anderson, D.D. 


7:45  P.m.  Mass  Meeting  Harry  C. Rogers  n 

£)-.  Tr.  Kl-c  ’  '  ' 


Wed, , Jan. 18 


Date 


Place 


-2- 


Fature  of  Pastor  or  other 

Church,  etc.  Time  meeting  promoter 


Thu.. , Jan. 19  St.  Louis, Mo.  City  Club 


West  Church 


noon  Luncheon  for 

committees  and 
local  leaders 

8:00  PA1.  Mass  Meeting  Vto.B.Lampe,D.D. 


MODERATOR'S  PROPOSED  ITINERARY 


/ 


/I  ■ 

77  > 


L 


hu. ,Jan.5 


-  Louisville,  Ky. 


Air. 


-  Revised 


Southern  District  -  -  -  January,  1928. 

-  Leave  2:22  A.Iv:.,  Fri.  -  L&N  #3  (Pullman  open  9:30  P.M.) 


*  Fri., Jan. 6  -  Nashville,  Tenn.  -  Arrive  8:15  A.M. 

-  Leave  10:00  P.M .  -  Tenn.Cen.  $4  &  So.  #112  (thru  sleeper) 
-  auto  to  Cumberland  University  and  return.  * 


Sat., Jan. 7  -  Knoxville,  Tenn.  -  Arrive  7:30  A.M.  -  Maryville  College,  9:40-10*40  A.M. 

-  Knoxville,  luncheon,  12:15  P.M. 

-  Leave  6:05  P.M.,  Saturday,  So.  #25. 

Sun., Jan. 8  -  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  -  Arrive  9:20  P.M.,  Saturday, 

-  Leave  7:30  A.M. ,  Monday  -  Southern  #17  -  5 


*  Mon,, Jan. 9  -  Birmingham,  Ala.  -  Arrive  12:20  P.M. 

-  Leave  11:30  P.3  .  -  Frisco  #108. 

*  Tue.,Jan.l0  -  Memphis,  Tenn.  (For  Mississippi  Synod)  -  Arrive  7:20  A.M. 

"  Leave  11:25  P.M.  -  Mp.Pac.  #201 

tied. , Jan. l^i - Little  Rock,  Ark.  -  Arrive  3421  A.M.  (Leave  sleeper  at  7:00  A.M.) 

-  Leave  9:30  A.M.  «  Mo.  Pac.  #104. 

*  lied., Jan. 11  -  Clarksville,  Ark.  -  Arrive  1:34  P.M. 

-  Leave  6:08  P.M.  -  M0.  Pac.  #116. 

-  Van  Buren,  Ark.  -  Arrive  7:47  P.M. 

-  Leave  11:28  P.M.  -  Frisco  #3-703 


Thu. , Jan. 12 
*  Fri., Nan. 13 


Dallas,  Texas.  -  Texas  hen's  Convention  -  Arrive  10:50  A.M. 

-  Leave  11:00  P.M.  -  Katy  #7 
Committees  and  Secretaries  remain  at  Dallas. 

City  Temple,  9:00  A.M.  -  Lunch,  12:00  -  2:00  P.M. 


Fri., Jan. 13  -  Houston,  Texas.  -  Arrive  7:55  A.M. 

-  Leave  11:00  P.M.  -  Katy  #6. 

Sat., Jan. 14  -[Dallas,  Texas.  -  Arrive  7:15  A.M. 

Leave  8:30  A.M.  -  Ft. Worth  &  Denver  City  Ry.  #1. 
or  -  Fort  Worth,  Texas  -  Arrive  7:15  A.M. 

-  Leave  10:10  A.M.  -  Ft.Worth  &  Denver  City  Ry,  #1. 
Sun., Jan. 15  -  Amarillo,  Texas  -  Arrive  9:15  P.M.,  Saturday. 

-  Leave  4:45  AJ4, ,  Monday  -  Rock  Island  #112 


*  Mon., Jan. 16  -  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  -  Arrive  3;10  P.H. 

-  Leave  10:45  P.M.  -  Rock  Island  #18  (Open  9:30  P.M.) 

*  Tue.,Jan.l7  -  Wichita,  Kansas  -  Arrive  9:10  A.M. 

-  Leave  11:20  P.M.  -  Mo.  Pac.  #416-116  (open  9:00  P.M.) 

Wed., Jan. 18  -  Kansas  City,  Mo.  -  Arrive  7:30  A.M. 

-  Leave  11: 55  P.M.  C  &  A  #26 
Park  College  in  forenoon. 


*  Thu. , Jan. 19  —  St.  Louis,  Mo.  -  Arrive  7:35  / 

-  Leave  Fri.  -  12:30  P.M.  -  Pennsylvania  #  ?■  ' 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  -  Arrive  Saturday  1,28  P.M. 

-  Leave  3:40  P.M. 

Mercerburg,  Pa.  -  Arrive  6:08  P.M.  -  Saturday. 


*  Committees  of  Synods  meet  in  these  places  and  on  these  dates 


Mr.  Speer 


November  18,1927 


The  Rev.  John  A.  Marquis, D. D. , 

Building# 

My  dear  John, 

Some  time  ago  I  tried  to  get  in  touch  with  you  with  regard  to  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  would  be  wise  and  helpful  for  me  to  send  a  letter 
to  the  Church  in  behalf  of  "atiomil  Missions.  In  the  fall,  as  you  may  remember, 
at  >r.  Covert’s  request,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  hi  on  the  subject  of  Christian 
vduct.tion,  which  was  printed  by  the  Board  of  Chi;£stian  rklucatior.  and  sent  to  all 
the  churches  in  similar  form  to  the  Crener&l  Letter  which  Br.  Midge  and.  I  had 
sent  out  earlier.  A  few  weeks  ago  our  Promotional  Department  ashed  me  to 
write  a  corresponding  letter  on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  to  be  sent  to 
all  the  churches,  and  I  told  them  that  I  was  intending  to  do  so,  but  that  I 
wanted  first  to  send  a  letter  on  National  Missions  if  you  defired.  I  tried 
my  hand  at  writing  such  n  letter  but  was  not  at  all  satisfi  d  with  the  result. 

As  it  was  the  best  1  could  do  at  the  time  however,  I  sent  it  at  once  to  Dr. 

Bailey  as  an  article  to  the  Presbyterian  :  agazine,  and  sent  a  copy  tp  Dr.  5a£frs?ll 
who  was  here  telling  him  that  I  wanted  to  get  in  touch  with  you  and  that  in  your 
absence  I  ranted  to  do  anything  that  would  help  you  most  anutthat  I  v  ould  send 
this  Presbyterian  Magazine  article  as  a  letter  or  write  another  letter  if  it 
seemed  desirable.  I  have  heard  nothing  further  from,  him  on  the  subject, 
except  that  he  had  received  my  letter  and  was  glad  that  I  had  v  ritten  the 
article  for  the  Presbyterirn  Magazine.  I  am  very  glad  to  let  it  rest  here, but 
I  wanted  you  to  know  that  I  had  thought  of  sending,  and  been  entirely  ready  to 
send  a  letter  as  Moderator  to  all  the  churches  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  National 
Missions  and  its  cause.  If  at  any  time  there  is  any  way  in  which  you  see  that 
1  could  be  of  help,  please  let  me  know. 


RSSjC 


Very  cordially  yours. 


)fr.  (X  *  5 

tttmut  ICakr  IJnstttutimiB 

(WINONA  ASSEMBLY  AND  BIBLE  CONFERENCE) 


Mr.  Speer 


(Clumhutquii  -  JBtlilc  (Conference  -  HiLIt'  jiSchool  of  ®I;eoIogu  -  formal  JScIjool 


associated  J.  C.  BRECKENRIDGE,  General  Secretary 

KrjJSBfcfiJVED 

WINONA  LAKE,  INDIANA 

Chicago  Boys*  Club 

State  Biolo^i^a^  s^h^>l^Q27 


ASSOCIATED 

Presbyterian  Camps  and 
Conferences 
School  of  Missions 
National  Photographers* 
School 


/Y\f.  September  10,  1927. 
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Rev.  Robert  R.  Speer,  D.D* 
156  Fifth  Ave. 

Few  York,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Robert: 


Delighted  with  your  letter  and 
am  more  pleased  than  you  know  that  you  had 
our  great  Ghurch. 

Though  I  do  not  come  in  contact 
with  yod  often  you  have  not  any  greater 
admirer  and  friend  than  your  humble  servant. 

I  knew  if  there  was  anything  in  that  Crombie 
affair  you  would  go  to  the  bottom  of  it. 

I  am  feeling  pretty  good.  Hope 
you  are  well.  Had  a  good  time  at  Ocean  Grove* 


WAS/SMH 


✓ 


£ 


ir”  Speer 


,'ey'teiaber  7,  192V 


"ev.  11  lo>r  ,  mnlay,  .  15. 

north  ~nd  Hotel 

Ccc'\,.  "rove,  jjev  Jersey 


My  ’eir  iHinr-* 

It  "  i3  i  pi  a  »;  an  a  to  .ret  your  fa  iter  front  coao  jr  ve.  1  bud  already 
hoard  'via  hr,  Orombia  and  hie  cwo  os  ofore  the  last  :  ?naral  .ssombly  which 
overruled  the  action  of  the  byaod  y-.aiasc  -  nidh  «r.  Croatia  made  complaint  rid 
reminded  the  matter  to  the  j.yaud"fo  r  prop-art-,  lotion  "1th  instruction*  to  hear 
and  5  sue  tl  c(  ipl.ai.nt  as  .xr.iptly  *  to  -jcilile  ana  "  ith  proper  caro."  i  unuer- 
stuad  fro.-  ;r,  Or  mbi*3*  3  recant  statements  th.it  the  -ynod  has  oonsidorsd  tho  natter 
hut  decided  ■-  vereely  to  hi  a  o  ntentions.  \n  I  ta  lerstand  cur  Churcu  1  he  is  free 
tc  conrnl  in  a  •  in  to  tho  next  sooio'bl.y,  hich  v-'ould  consider  the  mat tor  after  it  lu-.d 
been  presented  to  the  Judicial  o<  •.eiis.uo  u,  but  tee  Judicial  joamissica  h-.s  no  pov  or 
to  issue  any  final  jvlgaenta:  ±1  that  it  can  i:  is  to  consider  cooes  and  report 
its  jadt?maat3  to  the  ,  enerai  •.  •aa.tfely.  ‘Oiie  custom  is  that  the  judicial  commission 
meets  ianed lately  before  cue  ,-jaur  .1  .seably.  ,'he  specific  rule  of  the  Sock  of 

Discipline  is  -  ''The  naeti ng  of  the  ooumissi'.  ns  di.JI  b«  hoi.  »t  sucli  tines  md 
places  .as  the  joneral  .ssem’oly  dial!  ilrdct,  or  if  nondirections  iro  ijivan  then  at 
such  times  and.  places  as  the  commission  shall  ;wtermine," 

Kr.  frombie  aske  1  me  as  Bo  aerator  to  cenvona  o  special  session  of  the 
judicial  Coeuiission  to  nci  3  his  case,  but  as  I  understand  it  the  Moderator  has  no 
such  power,  ulw  commission  having  authority  over  its  air.  meetings  subject  to  the 
General  amstlji.  yurthsivr re,  ;r.v  .iuoyr.u  •  ts  o:  tho  mmi salon,  if  it  should 
specially  moot,  would  be  only  preliminary  laid  act  authorative  under  our  present  iw, 

I  tay  bo  Tong  ia  these  viav-a  but  I  told  ,  r.Crombia  th  .t  .1  v.-ouli  submit 
the  v  hoi  ?  n  .tor  to  Dr,  llui;;c  as  scon  ut»  ho  returns  to  the  cc. un try , 

I  trust  ycu  r a  having  fX'Od  meetings. 

Very  cordially  yours, 


R.’3s/b 


/6T<U*a-  ®/_  A*  cl£JmaJ-7V> 
s^u^Jt-%  !<V^J 

/  4  ~Z?~  J  <jl^cJ-^^-P  (jmcsr/K ^XxD 
U  cryu)  /fo 

aurt  cu^UU^ 

I^;rZV^y 

7k  c—  i  *  /f~*~  1  ^ 

S^tuA.  U  7tuV  ^ 

tluXZJ 

S~  UM^-^l  OO^xJiJ 

•-^{_jU-jJ~M$  ^6  , 


cJr 


Cj 

(ZL^ 

(JulJ  &Ll 'jLs-eJy  '^Ltc/> 


CLS\jr 


auzs^ 


^/Co\_ 

/jsi&fy  /fid 

^^LX^C/)  CLiZ^t)  j^zuCu^su^ 

U-^C^4  _ 

^J^OOOd  \^ux£y~  \ 
M/~$^  d)  i^UStoM^\ 


fyjF-*- - / 
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COPY 


North  End  Hotel 
Ocean  Grove,  N.J. 


Bear  Robert 

prom  what  I  can  learn  the  case  of  Rev.  ilbert  H.  Crombie  is  one  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  assembly  should  Idok  into  for  the  good  of  all  fend  the 
cause  of  the  lord  -  if  all  I  hear  is  true  he  has  been  shamefully  treated  md 
even  the  worldly  crowd  would  hesitate  to  resort  to  all  the  injustice  and  intrigue 
they  are  alleged  to  hove  cone, 

I  am  glad  you  are  at  ti  e  hoad  of  our  grand  old  Church  -  keep  her  straight 
with  the  Gospel  course  and  off  the  rocks  of  strife  and  falsehood. 


I  an  preaching  hors  for  ten  days. 

Yours  truly 

(Signed)  1.  Sunday, 


( Received  by  Hr.  Speer 
September  2,  1927) 


Mr.  Speer 


i 


.Tune 


The  Hev.  Hugh  K.  'alker  ,D.D., 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

?!y  dear  Hugh, 

I  was  sorry  not  to  have  had  an  opportunity  for  a  last  void  with 
you  before  leavin  Tulsa*  Hut  you  were  busy  with  Dr.  Pudge,  and  I 
did  not  want  to  interrupt  .  It  was  a  joy  to  see  you  in  the  Moderator’s 
Chair  and  everyone  f el t  the  fairness  -.aid  kindness  nnd  love  with  vh  ich  you 
presided  from  the  first  to  the  last.  As  I  look  hack  over  the  Assembly 
it  seem  to  no  thrP  r5  ht  u.ip  ments  .  rc  ra  T  o..  in  all  :  ‘..ere,  unless 
it  may  have  been  P  e  Princeton  affair  and,  even  there,  it  may  turn  out 
that  the  plan  of  action  adopted  by  the  Assembly  was  the  wisest  and  best. 

We  shall  all  earnestly  hope  end  pra,  that  it  ma;  cove  so. 

I  trust  that  the  year  may  be  a  year  of  great  happiness  and  blessing 
for  yon,  nnd  that  hod  nay  briny  great  blessing  through  you  to  the  ihurch. 

If  there  ir  any  way  during  the  year  in  vhicJ  I  can  be  of  an;  service 
to  you  I  know  that  you  will  let  me  know  of  it. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  came  to  me  at  Tulsa  with  a  ten 
dollar  bill  and  also  a  copy  of  my  reply.  I  am  sure  ir.  KWenderoth 

would  appreciate  a  note  from  you  some  time  if  you  could  find  opportunity 
for  it. 


ith  •  arm  regard  and  loving  prayer, 

Tour  sincere  friend. 


'  -:S:C 
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May  14,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  N.  y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  very  grateful  for  that  copy  of  your  sermon,  my 
only  regret  being  that  I  cannot  print  every  word  of  it. 

/e  are  compelled  to  prepare  our  Assembly  Issue  earlier 
than  usual,  but  I  have  been  holding  two  i^a-ees  sacredly 
for  this  sermon  and  could  not  now  use  it* a  11  without 
increasing  still  further  the  size  of  the  paper,  which 
would  be  practically  impossible  because  an  extra  form 
is  already  made  up. 

I  fear  you  are  right,  that  you  will  have  to  omit 
some  of  the  quotations  at  the  end  for,  as  it  now 
stands,  the  discourse  contains  about  eight  thousand 
words.  I  will  be  forced  to  omit  those  quotations 
and  some  of  the  other  poritions,  but  I  will  carefully 
indicate  any  omissions  and,  further,  I  will  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  is  ^ust  a  synopsis 
and  that  copies  of  the  complete  sermon  may  be  secured 
through  Mr.  './alter  I.  Clarke. 

I  am  delighted  to  have  the  privlege  of  living  the 
main  thought  of  this  discourse  —  indeed  most  of 
your  own  words  --  to  the  readers  of  The  Presbyterian 
Advance  who  are  not  likely  to  see  its  strong  appeal 
in  any  other  form.  I  hardly  need  to  add  that  the 
sermon  expresses  with  tremendous  power  my  personal 
convictions.  I  congratulate  the  church. 


Very  cordially  yours 


I 


‘tp  ■ 


C-10177-5  received 

January  5,  1928 

JAM  7 -1928 

Robert  E.  Speers,  D.D.  Ltop. 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Your  letter  of  December  31st  at  hand.  If  you  are  satisfied 
that  Mr.  Kilborne  should  do  the  work,  and,  take  no  action 
whatsoever,  I  will  not  do  anything  more. 

As  I  said  before,  T  like  Mr.  Kilborne  very  much.  And  he 
no  doubt,  believes  he  is  doing  a  great  work.  On  account  of  the 
little  time  he  has  to  give  the  matter,  I  can  not  agree  with  him. 

Tf  the  Churches  will  not  aid  in  cleansing  the  bad  literature 
of  the  Nation,  our  Nation  and  Churches  certainly  have  taken  one 
long  step  backward,  more  especially  when  the  work  of  certain 
Ministers  is  being  used  to  commercialize  the  sale  of  some 
objectionable  magazines. 

You  are  the  head  of  our  Church,  and  if  you  wish  to  let  the 
matter  rest,  you  may  do  so.  But  I  can  tell  you  frankly  -  my 
people  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  they 
organized  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newark,  N.  J.  My 
peoole  from  that  early  date  down,  have  all  been  Presbyterians. 
Since  receiving  your  letter  and  noting  what  you  say,  frankly,  I 
think  less  of  our  Presbyterian  Church  than  I  did  before. 

By-laws  and  rules  of  order  can  be  framed  and  reframed  to  suit 
the  organization  and  its  Ministers,  but  that  does  not  help  matters 
any,  nor  take  away  real  responsibility  to  yourself  or  Cod. 


Speer 


£ 


Richmond,  Indiana. 


<1-10177-5-2 


Whenever  you  see  a  MacF&dden  publication,  vou  can  saY 
yourself  -  Well  there  if?  another  magazine  a  Presbyterian  Chuich 
Minister  may  be  more  or  less  responsible  for,  and  that,  .... 

f  M  Camplleld,  Chairman  of  the  Standards  In  Literature  Committee 
of  the  Indiana  Parent  and  Teacher  Association  is  ho_ding  the 
Presbyterian  Church  Organization  directly  responsible  for  any 
and  all  salacious  reading  and  pictorial  matter  contained  t.  ' 

There  has  been  a  Bill  introduced  in  Congress  (House  of 
Reoresentative)  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  Mississippi,  Number  F.R.^b 
compelling^ a  cipy  of  magazines  offered  for  interstate  shiyaent 
to  be  submitted  to  the  censorship  Committee  before  they  are 
published.  Hope  you  can,  and  will  support  this  Bill.  3 

received  a  copy  of  the  Bill. 


Yours  truly, 

INDIANA  PARENT  AND  TEACHER  ASSOCIATTl~'N 
STANDARDS  IN  LITERATHRE  COMMITTEE 


4  chairman. 
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February  23,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Few  York  City. 

My  dear  Robert: 

I  went  to  the  hotel  today  to  see  you  after  having  talked  with  pne  or  two 
in  regard  to  arranging  with  your  consent  and  leadership  a  retreat  en 
route  to  the  General  Assembly,  say  at  a  point  near  Kansas  City,  for  a 
hundred  of  the  strongest  men  we  can  gather  who  are  to  be  a®1*®”  °*  the 
Assembly.  The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  take  your  leadership  m 
the  discussion  of  these  items  in  the  "debit  and  credit  columns  that 
you  set  up  yesterday  in  the  closing  hour  of  the  Council;  that  we  spend 
two  days  in  conversation  and  prayer  concerning  the  state  of  the  Church 
based  upon  your  report;  that  you  occupy  the  chair  and  suggest  the  pro¬ 
gram  that  we  would  follow. 

If  we  could  have  Saturday  or  Sunday  with  you  at  some  quiet  hotel 
in  the  country  near  Kansas  City  or  Saint  Louis  and  spend  the  two  days 
in  the  way  indicated,  it  would  not  only  touch  with  pentecostal  influence 
the  General  Assembly  i*  its  session  but  would  send  the  men  back  to 
their  tasks  with  a  gheut  urgency  in  their  hearts  and  a  new  power  in 

their  messages. 

Of  course,  we  would  have  to  be  guided  entirely  by  your  availability 
and  we  have  urged  Dr-  Marquis  to  see  you  to-mor  ow  morning  and  retain 
your  advice  in  regard  to  the  matter.  This  he  will  do. 

I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  been  more  thrilled  and  stirred  by 
any  resume,  address,  or  personal  appeal  than  by  your  statement  made  to 
the  group  at  the  cl^se  of  our  meeting  last  night.  I  have  written  you 
a  steamer  letter  telling  you  how  I  feel. 

With  love  and  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


General  Secretary 


WCC  :AET 
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WILLIS  O.  GARRETT. 
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REV.  WM.  ANDERSON.  ASSISTANT  PASTOR 


JAM  2  0  1928 

Robert  B.  Speer,  D.D.  , 
514  I'/itherspo^iifSllfe^Pr 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


January  17,  1928. 


I  have  just  read  your  circular  letter  of  January  12th,  and 
I  cannot  refrain  from  addressing  a  few  lines  of  appreciation  to  you. 

We  take  so  many  things  forgranted,  and  while  we  generally  feel  a  cer¬ 
tain  appreciation,  so  many  times  we  remain  silent  about  it.  I  am  just 
one  minister  of  our  great  church,  but  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  appre¬ 
ciate  your  leadership  in  the  church  and  especially  your  present  efforts 
as  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  stir  up  the  church  and  lead  it 
deep  down  beneath  the  surface  of  things  to  the  great  eternal  realities 
of  God. 


Surely  the  Eoly  Spirit  is  leading  you.  May  I  say  -  and  say 
it  in  such  a  way  that  all  the  honor  shall  go  to  our  Triune  God  -  that 
during  the  nineteen  years  of  my  service  as  a  pastor  in  our  church,  no 
pronouncements  have  come  from  any  of  our  church  leaders  which  have  so 
deeply  affected  me,  personally,  as  the  few  which  have  already  come  from 
your  heart  and  pen. 

How  we  do  need  the  word  that  you  are  now  sounding!  The  things 
of  the  world  have  seeped  into  our  souls  to  a  startling  degree.  We  need 
to  be  called  to  our  senses,  and  to  a  renewed  realization  of  God's  eter¬ 
nal  purposes  for  man  and  for  us,  and  espec ihllj?  for  those  who  know  the 
wonders  of  Eis  grace  through  Christ. 

You  have  helped  me  and  I  hereby  desire  to  thank  you, and  to 
bespeak  for  you  the  blessing  of  God  and  the  full  mastery  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  tnis  year  of  work  in  our  church. 

Sincerely  your  friend. 


WOG:  D 


A 


Mr.  Speer 


\ 


'ay  12,  1928 


"r.  Ydv-ird  1.  H  drtcna83, 

25  BroaJ.-a.ji,  ;<ov  'fort-  City 


Door  :  r»  HurknasS; 

In  addition  to  the  onclosod  letter  in  behalf  of  our 
Board  I  cannot  refrain  from  vrri  ting  also  as  moderator  in  behalf  of  our 
general  \ssoably  and  the  entire  Church  to  than  you  for  the  v  ay  in  which 
you  have  administered  the  {treat  trust  laid  on  you  as  oxecutor  of  your 
mother’s  rill.  I  i  behalf  of  our  Boards  and  of  the  church  at  largo  I 
desiro  to  express  full  hearted  gratitude. 

These  gifts  come  to  the  Church  at  a  titno  of  grant 
nee  i  uni  of  great  opportunity  and  I  pray  that  the  inspiration  and  a  peal 
of  what  you  and  your  mother  have  done  may  call  the  entire  Church  to  more 
faithful  and  generous  fulfilment  of  its  obligations  in  the  work  of  Claris t 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Yery  faithfully  yours. 


rr:c/B 


FILIttm  &EPT 

v ay--"-  meg 

x 

SECKETAttrBST 

May  12,  1928 


Mr.  gdward  5.  Harkness 
25  Broadway,  New  York  City 


Dear  tjr,  Harkness; 

I  v  ish  to  express  for  our  Board  its  deepest,  appreciation 
and  ratituie  for  your  letters  of  ray  10th  and  for  your  tru  st  generous  ac¬ 
tion  in  covering  by  your  personal  gift  the  full  amount  of  the  inheritance 
tax  on  your  mother* s  no.ble  beouest. 

irities  and  checks  ware  ielivared  yesterday  after¬ 
noon  •  hilo  the  Executive  Council  of  our  Board  was  in  session  and  it  .  as 
such  an  e  rnerience  as  the  Council  never  had  had  before. 

Cur  Board  will  be  meeting  on  Monday  afternoon  aad  suita¬ 
ble  action  -  ill  be  taken  at  th it  time,  but  the  .executive  C-  uncil  esiro.l  me 
to  write  at  once  in  expression  of  Its  thanksgiving. 


7ery  faithfully  yours. 


CAPITAL  $7,500,000 


SU 


m r. 


THE  REAL  ESTATE-LAND  TITLE  a™  TRUST  COMPANY 


BROAD  AND  CHESTNUT  STREETS 


J.  WILLISON  SMITH 

EDWARD  H.  BONSALL 
LEWIS  P.  GEIGER 
OAKLEY  COWDR1CK  j  i  «  \» 

CLAUDE  A.  SIMPLER  JuH  *“  J 

ANTRIM  H.  JONES 
DANIEL  HOUSEMAN 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 
WILLIAM  S.  JOHNSON 


C?  rs.*‘*£*  * 


VICE-PRES.  AND  TREASURER 


SAMUEL  L.  HAYES 

SECRETARY 


517  CHESTNUT  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

£ 


Financial  Department 


June  8,  1928 


FRANCIS  T.  REINHART 
J.  H.  FAIRLAMB 
FRANK  G. TRESTON 

ASSISTANT  TREASURERS 
WM.  J.  HAMILTON.  JR. 
LEFEVRE  W.  DOWNING 
EDWARD  K.  MERRILL 
RAYMOND  L.  HAYMAN 
HAROLD  L.  MCKAIG 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES 


Dr.  Robert  E. Speer, 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
156  Fifth  Aye., 

New  York  City,N.Y. 


Dear  Sir:- 


We  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  7th  instant, 
enclosing  expense  account  covering  your  term  as  Moderator;  we  also 
acknowledge  receipt  of  your  check  to  the  order  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  $16.34  being  balance  of  check  which  you 
received  as  Commissioner  on  account  of  entertainment. 


Under  date  of  yesterday,  we  acknowledged  receipt  of  your  check 
for  $851.48  which  had  been  forwarded  to  us  by  Dr.  Mudge. 


Yours  very  truly. 


CAPITAL  $7,500,000 


R 
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SURPLUS  $15,000,000 


THE  REAL  ESTATE -LAND  TITLE  a™  TRUST  COMPANY 


J.  WILLISON  SMITH 

PRESIDENT 

EDWARD  H.  BONSALL 
LEWIS  P.  GEIGER 
OAKLEY  COWDRICK 
CLAUDE  A.  SIMPLER 
ANTRIM  H.  JONES 
DANIEL  HOUSEMAN 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
WILLIAM  S.  JOHNSON 

VICE-PRES.  AND  TREASURER 
SAMUEL  L.  HAYES 

SECRETARY 


BROAD  AND  CHESTNUT  STREETS 
517  CHESTNUT  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA 


Financial  department 


RECEIVED 

J  UN  -  3  1928 


June  7,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Sgeer,^. 

Board  of  Foreigd  rfe  ssf oil's, 
156-5th  Ave., 

New  York  City,N.Y. 


FRANCIS  T.  REINHART 
J.  H.  FAIRLAMB 
FRANK  G. TRESTON 

ASSISTANT  TREASURERS 


WM.  J.  HAMILTON.  Jr. 
LEFEVRE  W.  DOWNING 
EDWARD  K.  MERRILL 
RAYMOND  L.  HAYMAN 
HAROLD  L.  MCKAIG 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES 


Dear  Sir:- 


We  have  received  from  Reverend  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  Stated  Clerk 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United- States  of  America,  a  check  in 
the  amount  of  $851.48,  which  we  have  credited  as  a  refund  from  you  on  the 
total  of  $1,500.  advanced  as  your  expenses  as  Moderator. 


Yours  very  truly. 


RAYMONf/'L.  HAYMAN 

Assistant  Secretary 


Telep  Mr—Spetf* 


ll). 

T he  Rational  Conference  of  Jews  and  ^hristians 
For  Justice ,  Entity  ajJ  Teace  between  the  Many  Groups  that  Comprise  .America 

41  East  42ND  Street 


New  York  City 


Roger  W.  Straus 
John  W.  Herring 


Chairmen  of 
Executive  Board 


Advisory  Council 


Horace  F.  Howland,  Treasurer 
Vice-President,  Farmers  Loan  and  Trust  Company 


Mav  26 .  1928 


Jane  Addams 
Cyrus  Adler 
John  G.  Agar 
E.  F.  Albee 
Alfred  Wms.  Anthony 
Henry  A.  Atkinson 
Newton  D.  Baker 
Charles  H.  Brent 
Charles  E.  Burton 
S.  Parices  Cadman 
Benjamin  N.  Cardozo 
Henry  Sloane  Coffin 
Alfred  M.  Cohen 
Martin  Conboy 
W.  H.  P.  Faunce 
Edward  A.  Filene 
John  H.  Finley 
Harry  M.  Fisher 
Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
S.  Herbert  Golden 
Samuel  H.  Goldenson 
Israel  Goldstein 
George  E.  Haynes 
Ch  \rles  Evans  Hughes 
Rebekah  Kohut 
John  A.  Lapp 
Charles  S.  Macfarland 
Julian  W.  Mack 
Edgar  Fogel  Magnin 
Louis  Marshall 
Francis  J.  McConnell 
Henry  Morgenthau 
John  F.  O'Ryan 
Paul  M.  Pearson 
N.  Taylor  Phillips 
David  de  Sola  Pool 
Theodore  Roosevelt 
John  A.  Ryan 
Robert  E.  Speer 
Mrs.  Samuel  Spiegel 
Nathan  Straus 
James  J.  Walsh 
William  Allen  White 
Stephen  S.  Wish 
Louis  Wolsey 
Owen  D.  Young 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  General  Assembly, 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  do  not  need  to  preface  this  letter  by  any  statement  of 
the  severity  of  the  Roumanian  Minorities  situation.  As  you  know, 
various  groups,  particularly  Baptists  and  Jews  and  the  Church  Peace 
Union  have  been  making  very  strenuous  efforts  to  procure  a  better 
situation  in  Roumania.  Dr.  Cavert  and  various  others  are  communicating 
with  the  large  church  conferences  now  in  session  in  the  effort  to 
get  action  from  these  groups,  importuning  the  Roumanian  Government 
and  Christian  bodies  to  adopt  a  different  attitude. 

I  am  sending  you  several  enclosures,  including  suggested 
resolutions  which  it  would  be  most  gratifying  to  have  the 
Presbyterian  General  Assembly  adopt  in  this  or  similar  form. 

I  can  think  of  no  one  who  could  bring  the  matter  more 
forcefully  to  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  than  yourself,  and  I 
would  deeply  appreciation  any  action  that  may  be  taken  thereon. 

With  sincere  regards, 


Faithfully  yours, 


(JJPiflO 


Editorial  Telepfcoae,  DRY  Back  MO® 


TUESDAY— 


jllew  Uovli  Bmerican  Editorial  Paac4.  “t'ST,,“~'“ 


MMIC 


(The  text  for  today  is  suggested  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Steinbicker,  pastor 


/  Let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God.  J°hn> IV- 7-.  \ 

oP^brist  Luthern  Church  at  Wantagh,  Long  Island.  Ihe  next  text  will  be  s  nggested  by  Rev.  Harold  kmttison, 


pastor  of  the  Community  Church  of  Little  Neck,  Long  Island. 


THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES. 


MAY  Sr,  192? 


MENACE  TO  PEACE 
SEEN  IN  RUMANIA 


American  Committee  Reports 
Serious  Situation  Caused  by 
Repression  of  Minorities. 


FINDS  5,000,000  MISRULED 


Charges  Civil  and  Religious  Perse¬ 
cution  and  Government  by  Per¬ 
sons  Rather  Than  by  Law. 


In  a  volume  entitled  “Rumania 
Ten  Years  After,”  the  American 
Committee  on  the  Rights  of  Religious 
Minorities  made  public  yesterday  the 
complete  report  of  the  deputation 
sent  to  Rumania  about  a  year  ago 
to  study  racial  and  religious  condi¬ 
tions  in  that  country  and  to  make 
recommendations  regarding  thje 
treatment  of  minorities.  The  book  is 
an  expansion  of  the  preliminary  re¬ 
port  published  Dec.  7,  last,  con¬ 
taining  in  brief  the  charges  of  anti- 
Semitism,  agrarian  misrule,  lack  of 
civil  liberties  and  inadequate  educa¬ 
tional  facilities,  which  are  now  pre¬ 
sented  in  detailed  form. 

The  deputation  was  composed  of 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Atkinson.  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Church  Peace  Union, 
who  is  General  Secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mittee;  the  Rev.  R.  A.  McGowan  of 
the  Social  Action  Department  of  the 
National  CaOrolic  Welfare  Confer¬ 
ence;  the  Rev.  John  Howland 
Lathrop,  minister  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  Brooklyn;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Graham  C.  Hunter,  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Fullerton,  CaJ.,  and  M.  Jules  Jeze- 
quel,  Paris  representative  of  the 
Church  Peace;  Union. 

The  report  .'treats  of  the  condition 
of  the  minoirity  peoples— Russian, 
Austrian,  ,  Hungarian,  German  and 
Jewish— from  the  standpoint  of  the 
rights  which  the  peace  treaties 
granted,  and  the  actual  treatment 
which  they  axe  receiving  from  the 
hands  of  the  Government;  as  well  as 
the  discrepancies  between  the  Ru¬ 
manian  Constitution  and  its  enforce¬ 
ment  through  the  officials. 

Sees  Menace  to  World  Peace. 

Religious  discrimination,  according 
to  the  deputation,  is  shown  by  the 
Government  not  only  toward  Jewish 
residents,  but  toward  the  old  Roman 
Catholic,  Presbyterian.  Lutheran, 
Baptist  and  Unitarian  institutions. 
What  was  considered  the  most 
serious  situation  discovered  by  the 
deputation  was  ‘“the  great  menace  to 
world  peace  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
pression  of  the  franchise  right  of 
minorities  and  groups  outside  the 
Administration. 

After  discussing  the  growth  of 
Rumania  since  before  the  war.  the 
report  says: 

“As  to  the  population  within 
greater  Rumania,  we  find  that  of 
the  17,000.000  inhabitants  of  the 
country  about  5,000,000  belong  to 
minority  groups  and  more  than 
6,000,000  others  who  were  brought 
under  the  Rumanian  flag,  while 
speaking  the  language  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  have  been  for  generations  sub¬ 
jects  of  another  civilization  and  a 
different  type  of  culture  and  there¬ 
fore  their  desire  to  be  a  part  of 
greater  Rumania  is  not  as  strong 
as  the  desire  of  the  old  Rumanian 
ruling  class  to  have  them  as  a  part 


backward  but  very  rich  agricultural  grandfathers  lived  in  Rumania  who 
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of  the  new  and  powerful  Kingdom 
that  is  in  the  making. 

“Rumania’s  economic  system  is 
State  capitalism  imposed  upon  a 


and  timber  country,-  which  has  late, 
ly  undertaken  the  development  of 
its  oil  resources  and  factories.  This 
State  capitalism  is  modified  by  ex¬ 
tensive  though  inadequate  peasants' 
cooperation,  supervised,  however,  by 
the  State.  A  group  of  political  busi¬ 
ness  men  reap  the  chief  benefits. 
This  group,  headed  by  the  Bratianu 
family,  is  composed  by  the  pre-war 
ruling  political  class  of  old  Rumani, 
slightly  augmented. 

“Frequently  throughout  Rumania, 
one  sees  painted  on  walls  or  build¬ 
ings  the  swastika.  This  is  the  sign 
of  Rumanian  anti-Semitism  and  with 
the  words  above  it  ‘Christ-King- 
Country'  and  below  it  the  signature 
'A.  C.  Cuza’  it  is  the  official  emblem 
of  the  chief  anti-Semitic  organiza¬ 
tion,  The  League  for  National  Chris¬ 
tian  Defense.  The  swastika  alone 
without  motto  or  signature  is,  how¬ 
ever,  the  customary  emblem  and  it 
is -as  revealing  as  the  initials  K.  K. 
K.  or  I.  W.  W.  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  intended  to  symbolize  both 
Arian  blood  and  Christian  faith. 
Anti-Jewish  propaganda  in  Rumania 
is  centred  in  two  organizations,  the 
above-named  league  and  the  student 
organization.  The  National  Ruma¬ 
ni  an  *CJinstian'^tudents__Union.  A. 
C.  cfla5!rt,^Wr?iisr*?!fTf5o!f3mics 
in  the  University  of  Jasi,  is  the  pre¬ 
siding  genius  of  the  movement.  v 

Would  Confiscate  Jews’  Property.  1 

“The  programs  of  these  organize* 
tions  indidate  their  aims.  The  League 
for  National-Christian  Defense  advo- 
cates  that  political  rights  be  taken 
from  Jews  and  that  they  be  prevent¬ 
ed  from  becoming  citizens,  that  they 
be  expelled  from  rural  communes 
and  their  property  expropriated,  that 
their  forest  contracts  be  canceled 
and  their  oil  concessions  expropriat¬ 
ed,  that  city  property  they  own  be 
taken,  that  they  be  forbidden  public 
office,  that  a  ‘numerus  clausus’ 
[closed  number— this  is,  proportional 
admission  only]  be  established  for 
all  cultural  and  economic  activities, 
and  that  punishment  for  certain  busi¬ 
ness.  political  and  social  crimes,  al¬ 
leged  to  be  frequently  committed  by 
Jews,  be  made  very  rigorous. 

“Here  is  the  Cuza  program: 

Drive  every  Jew  out  of  Greate: 
Rumania.  I 

Refuse  to  employ  any  Jew  for\ 
any  kind  of  work. 

Do  not  permit  any  Jew  to  attend 
any  class  in  any  school  within  Ru¬ 
mania. 

Do  not  buy  from  any  Jew. 

Do  not  sell  to  any  jews. 

Do  not  allow  any  Jew  to  vote  or 
take  part  in  any  election. 

Keep  the  Jews  out  of  all  positions  / 
of  honor,  emolument  or  service  tor 
the  State. 

“The  administration  of  the  Agra¬ 
rian  Reform  law  afforded  opportu¬ 
nity  for  a  vast  amount  of  whimsical 
discrimination  which  many  citations 
in  the  report  illustrate. 

“The  sum  and  substance  of  the 
matter  is  that  Rumania  is  an  ex¬ 
treme  example  of  government  by 
persons  rather  than  laws,  and  that 
wherever  it  is  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Rumanian  stock  and  the  Ruma¬ 
nian  institutions  and  the  general 
policy  of  Rumanization,  ways  will 
always  be  found  to  circumvent  or 
interpret  the  law  in  such  a  way  that 
what  is  desired  may  be  done.  The 
result  is  that  peoples  annexed  to  the 
old  kingdom  and  used  to  the  idea 
that  a  law  means  and  will  enforce 
what  it  says,  have  little  confidence 
in  their  present  Government.  The 
tragedy  of  the  situation  is  that  the 
real  opportunity  of  Rumanization, 
which  could  have  been  carried  on  by 
generous  dealing  with  those  who 
were  to  be  won  to  sympathy  for  the 
interest  in  their  new  country,  has 
thus  been  lost. 


te\ 


yet  cannot  obtain  citizenship.  They 
live  in  constant  fear  lest  an  anti- 
Semitic  movement  develop  and  they 
be  expelled  from  the  country — the 
only  country  that  they  have  ever 
known. 

“Tl)e  present  Rumanian  school  sys¬ 
tem  shows  some  of  the  best  and  some 
of  the  worst  elements  of  the  newly 
aroused  nationalism.  Rumania  de¬ 
serves  credit  for  the  many  good 
things  which  she  has  done  for  her 
0vn  populace  in  an  educational  way. 

he  steady  development  of  Rumania 
n  education  since  1893  has  been  an 
admirable  story.  By  1926  there  were 
35,000  primary  schools. 

“In  spite  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
guaranteeing  fair  educational  facili¬ 
ties  to  the  minorities  in  Rumania, 
which  treaty  was  signed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  ratified  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Rumania,  in  some  cities  with 
large  foreign-language  population, 
foreign-language  schools  were  never 
opened,  and  in  others  they  were 
made  merely  nominal;  no  adequate 
provision  is  made  for  training  future 
teachers  of  the  minority  sections;  in 
the  minority  sections,'  the  Ruman¬ 
ian  language  not  only  is  compulsory 
but  crowds  out  the  minority  lan¬ 
guage;  the  minorities  have  no  voice 
in  the  local  administration  of  the 
schools. 

“With  the  creation  of  Greater  Ru¬ 
mania,  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church 
has  come  into  a  new  realization  of 
its  power.  The  Church,  which  for 
centuries  so  valiantly  defended  the 
rights  of  the  Christian  peoples 
against  the  Turk  and  gained  freedom 
from  Turkish  domination  only  fifty 
years  ago,  is  stirred  by  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  importance  and  opportunity 
which  the  new  situation  gives  it.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  this  sense  of  power  has 
at  times  been  diverted  from  spiritual 
purposes  to  selfish  ones.  The  Church 
has  derived  from  the  State  added 
prestige  and  particular  privileges.  In 
no  way  is  the  new  political  vigor  of 
the  Orthodox  Church  more  clearly 
shown  than  in  its  remarkable  cam¬ 
paign  for  building  expansion. 

Religious  Persecution  Charged. 


SMUTS  URGES  SUPPORT 
OF  ANTI  WAR  PROJECT 


“Because  of  the  strong  political»po- 
sition  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  this 
building  program  is  often  forced 
upon  unwilling  givers  by  State  offi¬ 
cials.  either  through  taxes  or  popular 
subscriptions.  We  are  told  of  a  man 
who  refused  to  contribute;  as  a  re¬ 
sult  his  taxes  were  tripled.  In  the 
final  analysis,  pressure  of  this  kind 
can  do  nothing  but  brine-  di^-edit 


Calls  Kellogg  Proposal  “More 
Drastic”  Than  Wilson's— Says 
League  “Untenable.’ 


to  the  Christian  relig 

cliurc. 


urch  which  aMr 

disapprove  it.  Nothing  so  quickly 


fi&kjYhich  President  Wilson  proposed, 
to  The  statesmen  of  Europe  may  feel 


arouses  antagonism  as  charging  ex¬ 
penditures  for  religious  purpose  to 
those  people  whose  convictions  are 
unsympathetic  with  them.” 


Reports  Mexican  Rebels  Routed. 

Special  Cable  to  The  New  York  Times. 

MEXICO  CITY,  May  7.— According 
to  a  telegram  from  Queretaro,  Fed¬ 
eral  troops  under  Colonel  Baltazar 
chased  and  caught  up  with  a  band  of 
rebels  at  La  Camana.  An  engage¬ 
ment  of  several  hours  followed  be¬ 
fore  the  rebels  fled.  leaving  five  of 
their  number  dead.  The  Federals  had 
one  Lieutenant  slain  and  a  soldier 
wounded. 


Special  Cable  to  The  New  YoFwK  Times. 

CAPE  TOWN,  May  7.- Admitting 
that  the  League  of  Nations  had  not 
fulfilled  the  hopes  of  its  founders 
and  had  become  “untenable”  in  the 
mesh  of  post-war  European  politics. 
General  Smuts  in  a  speech  yesterday 
welcomed  the  American  peace  pro¬ 
posals  and  urged  close  consideration 
of  them  by  world  powers. 

General  Smuts  to  whom  often  is  as¬ 
cribed  as  much  credit  as  to  Wilson 
for  the  establishment  of  the  League, 
told  how  the  ideal  of  peace  had  been 
embodied  in  the  covenant. 

"Today  many  of  us  are  disappoint¬ 
ed,”  he  said.  “The  world  as  a  whole 
today  is  disappointed  with  the 
achievement  of  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions,  and  that  is  inevitable.  The 
ideal  always  becomes,  in  a  sense, 
degraded  when  it  is  actually  realized 
During  its  history  to  date  th< 
League  of  Nations  has  not  respond 
ed  to  the  highest  hopes  of  those  wb 
founded  it. 

“We  are  not  despairing.  Presiden 
Wilson  who,  as  much  as  any  mar 
who  died  in  the  war,  gave  his  lift, 
for  the  realization  of  this  ideal  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  lived  to  re- 
ali--  that  the  League  had  been  weak¬ 
ened  and  left  lopsided  through  the 
abstention  of  the  United  States.  But 
there  are  millions  in  America  today 
who  realize  profoundly  their  co¬ 
responsibility  for  the  affairs  of  the 
world  and  who  feel  in  their  heart 
of  hearts  that  the  League  caiUiQl  be 
left  to  struggle  for  Deace  unaided 
by  American  brains  and  enthusiasm. 
Hence  the  proposals  for  outlawing  j 
war  which  have  now  been  formally 
made  to  the  Governments  of  Europe. 

“Let  there  be  no  doubt  that  we 
have  here  and  now  an  opportunity 
given  to  us.  There  is  a  fresh  open¬ 
ing.  Once  more  America  has  applied 
to  come  in  and  she  comes  with  a 
.proposal  far  more  drastic  than  that 
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inclined  to  hem  and  haw  at  this 
idealism  but,  having  given  the  sub¬ 
ject  a  great  deal  of  consideration 
and  attention,  I  say  that  nothing  is 
dearer  to  my  heart  than  that  there 
should  be  world  peace.  One  feels 
that  if  we  do  not  utilize  our  best  in¬ 
telligence  in  the  cause  of  peace  to¬ 
day  there  may  be  an  end  to  civiliza¬ 
tion. ’* 


Jamaica  Drought  Broken. 

Special  Cable  to  The  New  York  Times. 

KINGSTON.  Jamaica,  May  7.— A 
drought  that  has  caused  severe  hard¬ 
ship  to  man  and  beast  and  has  hin¬ 
dered  cultivation  of  crops  is  at  ? 
end  today.  Heavy  showers  of  *r 
are  falling  in  all  parishes. 


Barred  From  Citizenship. 

“In  the  meantime,  the  individual 
seeking  citizenship  suffers  both  from 
the  fact  that  he  is  not  permitted  the 
full  rights  of  citizenship  and  is  pre¬ 
vented  from  seeking  these  rights  in 
any  other  land.  There  are  men  born 
in  Rumania  whose  fathers  and 
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Fifth  Avenue  at  3C 
Paris  Pair- 


OPPRESSION  OP  JEWS  AND  OTHER  MINORITIES 


IN  ROUMANIA. 


WHEREAS,  there  has  been  much  oppression  of  the  Jewish  people 
in  Roumania,  as  well  as  of  other  religious  and  political  minori¬ 
ties;  also,  in  recent  months  there  were  riots  and  outbreaks  by- 
university  students,  nominally  Christians,  who  attacked  and  assault¬ 
ed  Jews,  destroyed  synagogues  and  desecrated  the  Holy  Scrolls, 
sacred  to  Jew  and  Christian  alike;  and 

WHEREAS,  Hebrew  leaders  and  organizations  have  made  earnest 
protestations,  but  that  is  not  enough.  let  humanity  at  large  lift 
its  voioe  against  these  wrongs  and  outrages;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  greatly  dishonored 
by  these  cruelties  and  criminal  excesses  perpetrated  by  so-called 
Christians ; 

THEREFORE,  in  defense  of  His  Name  and  of  Christianity,  as 
well  as  to  seek  relief  for  these  oppressed  brothers  of  the  human 
family, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  we 

do  most  earnestly  protest  against 
these  cruelties  and  outrages  and  respectfully  urge  our  President 
and  Secretary  of  State  to  make  strong  representations  and  to  forward 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Roumanian  Government , 


AND  we  hereby  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  to  forward 
copies  of  this  document  to  President  Coolidge,  to  Secretary  of  State 
Kellogg,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Washington. 

Signed: 


Date 


PERSECUTION  OF  ROUMANIAN  JEIS  AND  OTHER  MINORITIES 


"In  Czarist  Russia  persecution  of  Baptists  repeatedly 
broke  out  during  pre-war  days;  and  in  efforts  to  secure 
redress  Dr.  MacArthur  (who  followed  Dr.  Clifford  in  the 
Allianoe  presidency)  had  some  part.  The  closer  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Russian  conditions  led  also  to  the  collection 
of  funds  to  be  applied  in  due  time  through  the  mission 
agencies  in  furthering  the  education  of  preachers  in  that 
land.  More  recently,  the  Alliance  ha3  promoted  a  world- 
protest  by  Baptists  against  the  cruel  and  continuous 
repression  exercised  by  the  Rumanian  Government,  and  a 
demand  for  justice  and  liberty  not  only  for  Baptists  and 
other  evangelical  Christians  but  for  Jews.  In  the  fight 
for  religious  freedom  the  Alliance  represents  one  of  the 
dearest,  clearest,  and  most  persistent  of  Baptist  ideals; 
and  it  is  my  deliberate  judgment  that  the  existence  of 
such  a  body,  standing  as  it  does  above  national,  sectional, 
and  political  considerations,  is  of  incalculable  advantage 
in  arousing  the  conscience  of  the  world  on  tnis  momentous 
issue.  The  League  of  Nations,  too,  will  hear  such  an 
international  body." 


"The  recent  announcement  of  the  change  of  front  of  the 
Rumanian  Government  toward  our  persecuted  brethren  in 
that  country  is  clearly  attributable  in  great  part  to  the 
influence  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance.  The  petition  which 
has  been  circulated  all  over  the  Baptist  world  in  favour 
of  our  Roumanian  brethren  and  in  protest  against  the 
persecutions  has  had  a  favourable  effect.  " 


THE 

BAPTIST  WORLD 
ALLIANCE 

Its  Significance 
and  Its  Service 


1928 


The  sxecutive  Committee  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  Is 
asking  Baptists  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  join  in  a  great 
public  protest,  to  which  it  is  hoped  millions  of  signatures  may 
be  attached.  This  protest  is  in  the  following  terms:- 


"Raypan  of  }i:wwy£.  :;*i^  »  mmi£ 1 


members  of  Baptist  chuxohae  throughout  the  world  hereby 
•xpresu  their  sorrow  end  indi&nati  a  at  the  i&ilur©  ©*  '-e<J 
Government  of  Houmania  to  oonoad©  religious  freedom  in  that  lane* 
including  liberty  of  convict  Ion,  of  worship,  of  preaching*  enu  of 
argents?  tl on. 

f,$bey  desire  to  call  tho  attention  of  the  whole  civilised 
jfjxjid,  and  especially  of  the  league  of  Crtiona  a©  the  goaraian  of 
the  rights  of  minorities,  to  this  failure  on  the  part  o i  the  uou- 
s&ani&ii  Jovcrosani  to  observe  the  spirit  ana  letter  or  it e  treaty 
©cii,  aliens;  and  also  to  the  many  repressive  acts  a  uiuo,  their 
Christian  fellow-bc  11 over a  and  others  for  which  aftalnietrntive 
bodies  in  Kouaania  are  responsible* 

are  animated  by  sincere  good— will  to  ware  the  ,.on  mnian 
State  and  its  people,  but  they  unitedly  end  earnestly  insist  that 
the  lovenaaant  should  at  onoe  acoord  the  l  iberty  to  which  ni.-. 
loyal  oitiaens  are  untitled,  and  that  differentiation  ftgelnst  Bap¬ 
tists  and  ©there  on  the  ground  of  their  faith  should  ecssc* 


Mr.  Speer 


f 


June  ?,  1928 

(Dictated  June  5) 


Bsv, John  /'„  Herring 
41  33St  42nd  street 

!Tcv’  Yor>  City 


My  dear  :;r.  Herring; 


Tour  letter  of  May  20 tL  as  received  at  ?ulsa  and  the  following 
action  as  taken  by  tne  general  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  Beligiuus  and  political 
Minorities; 

'?he  Assembly  affirms  again  its  conviction  that  the  right 
of  religious  liberty  is  a  universal  human  right,  and  that  the 
rrinciplo  of  freedom  of  conscience  should  be  recognised  as  a 
valid  principle  for  all  men  everywhere,  and  the  Assembly  records 
^  -tr'  STffipathy  with  racial  and  religious  minorities  whose  pilit- 
acal  an  religious  rights  are  denied,  and  prays  for  such  relations 
an!  agreements  among  nations  as  shall  assure  universal  justice  and 
goon  \  i:i„  In  this  action  the  Assembly  has  in  mini  in  a  special 
•  the  broken  .  remises  made  to  the  Armenian  and  Assyrian  peoplos, 
their  violated  rights  and  th6ir  tragic  sufferings,  >» 

V-ry  sincerely  yours. 


rhs/b 


tEhe  |uoirge 


^nox  (ttailege 

4§utteimi,  S*L2- 


3rd  March  1928 


hr 


h-bfy- 


Rev. Dr  Robt.E. Speer 
hew  York 

U.3.A. 

Dear  Dr  Speer, 

I  see  you  are  Moderator  of  your  great  Church. 

Mr  Rose, one  of  our  elders, brought  to  me  a  message  from  you,  and 
from  time  to  time  I  see  references  to  you  and  your  wort. 


// 


In  "The  Christian  Century, a  rather  radical  paper  which. I  suppose, 
is  on  the  Index  Expurgatorius  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  U.S.A., 
it  is  mentioned  that  Dr  Speer, the  Moderator , had  been  passing 
through  a  certain  district, and  that  his  gracious  personality  and 
dignified  bearing  had  been  greatly  appreciated  -  something  to  that 
effect.  What  else  do  you  do  as  Moderator?  That  really  is  what 
I  am  writing  about.  I  have  been  for  years  dodging  the  Moderatorship 
of  our  Church, but  failed  to  escape  at  the  last  General  Assembly. 

I  am  to  take  office  in  November  1928.  I  wish  you  would  send  me 
the  reports  of  your  Assembly, and  let  me  know  what  you  find  the  most 
useful  forms  of  service  you  can  render  to  your  Church.  I  know 
that  the  service  is  dependent  upon  the  circumvtances  of  the  church, 
but  you  may  be  able  to  give  some  hints.  I  have  often  said  I  would 
rather  be  Convener  of  the  foreign  Missions  Committee  than  Moderator 
of  the  Assembly, which  is  so  largely  an  ornamental  office  -  laying 
foundation  stones , opening  churches, saying  a  pleasant  word  at  a 
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social  function,  burying  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  happens  to  be  a 
Presbyterian, &c.&c.  Had  you  any  special  devotional  period 

during  your  Assembly  meeting?  When  you  go  to  a  presbytery, do  you 
meet  with  it;  and  if  you  go  to  a  congregation, do  you  meet  with  the 
officebearers?  What  can  a  Moderator  do  in  your  democratic  and 
autocratic  country  where  the  President  is  more  powerful  than  kings? 

I  shall  write  another  letter  about  a  friend  of  nine.  You 
may  perhaps  pass  it  on  to  somebody  who  could  give  the  information. 

With  hearty  good  wishes, 

Faithfully  yours, 


P.3.  I  have  not  heard  of  Dr  Stanley  White  and  I  have  often 
wondered  about  him.  He  was  so  kind  to  me. 


®be  |Cobge 


Jin  ox  (College 

JDurtebtn,  JJ.Z. 


3rd  March  1928 


Dear  Dr  Speer, 

/■/ 


One  of  our  Knox  College  students. Mr  J.D. Salmond . 


is  thinking  of  going  abroad  towards  the  end  of  this  year  to  visit 
your  country  and  Britain.  He  is  an  M. A. with  first  class  honours 
in  history, and  recently  has  been  awarded  a  Ph.D.for  a  thesis  on 
"The  History  of  the  Labour  Movement  in  Hew  Zealand".  He  is  a 
trained  teacher  and  is  at  present  on  the  staff  of  one  of  our 
High  Schools, and  also  acting  as  my  assistant-master  in  Knox  College. 

He  is  an  earnest  Christian  man, now  about  30, unmarried, the  brother 
of  one  of  our  women  missionaries  in  the  Punjab, Miss  Mary  Salmond, M. A. , 
who  was  invalided  home  two  years  ago  with  sprue. 

Salmond  has  a  feeling  that  he  would  like  to  give  himself  to 
some  form  of  definitely  religious  work, and  he  is  thinking  of 
religious  education.  In  our  small  country  this  has  not  been  very 
much  developed, and  there  are  not  very  many  opportunities  of  service. 
Can  you  get  for  me  trustworthy  information  about  courses  of  study, 


and  perhaps  about  service 
j  With  thanks  to 


With  thanks  to 


I  am, 

Yours  faithfully. 


/ 


The  Lodge 

Knox  College 

Dunedin,  Kf.Z 


3rd  March  1928 


Door  Dr.  Speor: 

Oao  of  nur  i;nox  College  Students,  Mr.  J.  D.  Salmond,  is  thinking  of 
going  abroad  towards  the  end  of  this  year  to  visit  your  country  and  Britain. 

He  is  an  M.  A.  with  first  class  honours  in  history,  and  recently  has  been  awarded 
a  Ph.D,  for  a  thesis  on  "The  Hisdubry  of  the  Labor  Movement  in  Hew  Zealand."  He 
is  a  trained  teacher  and  at  present  is  on  the  staff  of  ono  of  our  TTigh  Fchools, 
and  also  acting  as  my  assistant-master  in  rnox  College,  He  is  an  earnest 
Christian  man,  no  about  .10,  unmarried,  the  brother  of  one  of  our  women  missionaries 
in  the  Punjab,  Miss  Mary  Salmond,  M.  4. ,  who  was  invalided  home  two  years  ago  with 
sprue. 


Salmond  has  a  feeling  that  he  v-ould  like  to  give  himself  to  some  form 
of  definitely  religious  work,  and  he  is  thinking  of  religious  education.  in  our 
small  country  this  has  not  been  very  much  developed,  and  there  are  not  very  many 
opportunities  of  service.  Can  you  get  for  me  trustworthy  information  about 
courses  of  study,  and  perhaps  about  service  in  the  rtates.  i  think  he  will  wish 
to  study  abroad,  TJ.f.A.  and  Britidm,  but  return  to  work  here. 

With  thanks  to  you,  I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  William  Howitson 


Mr.  Speer 


Bay  17,  1928 


Principal  william  Howisfcon 

The  Lodge,  Knox  College 
lunedin,  New  Zealand 


My  dear  Principal  Herd tson: 

1  returned  last  v  eel  from  the  meeting  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  in  Jerusalem.  You  v'ill  bo  hearing  from  the  New  Zealand  represen¬ 
tatives  at  Jerusalem  of  the  meeting  there  and  I  think  they  will  be  bringing  you 
good  reports.  I  confess  to  having  gone  to  the  meeting  with  some  misgiving  as  to 
hethor  it  would  prove  worthwhile,  but  I  believe  it  was  a  most  useful  and  necessary 
gathering  and  that  its  results  will  be  far-reaching  and  long-enduring. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  a  fellow  sufferer  in  the 
matter  of  the  Mo  aerator  ship.  I  did  my  best  to  escape  it  but  inasmuch  as  it  was 
possible  to  begin  our  Assembly  with  unity  through  my  accepting  the  place  there 
seemed  to  be  nothing  else  that  one  could  do.  i  am  happy  that  my  term  expires 
next  week  with  the  preaching  of  the  sermon  at  the  opening  of  cur  General  Assem¬ 
bly  and  with  the  election  and  induction  of  the  nc-w  Moderator. 

There  are  soma  in  our  Church  who  have  hold  that  the  sole 
function  of  a  Moderator  was  to  preside  over  the  Assembly  that  elected  him  and  that 
upon  its  adjournment  Sts  functions  ended.  I  wish  that  this  had  been  true  but  un¬ 
fortunately  such  a  view  is  at  variance  with  the  constitution  of  our  church  and  with 
our  ;ore vailing  practice..  in  accordance  with  this  constitution  and  practice  my 
work  the  past  year  about  which  you  en  mire  has  been  as  follows. 

1.  To  preside  over  the  general  Assembly  at  which  I  was  elected  and  to  try 

to  gmiia  it  to  .harmonious  and  >  i3e  results  while  holding  one’s  self  stri ctly  'within 
the  proprieties  of  the  Moderator’s  position,  which,  of  course,  would  forbid  a  1 
partisanship  in  my  view. 

2.  To  act  as  Chairman  of  the  General  Council  of  our  Church  which  is  a  con¬ 
tinuing  committee  ad  interim  between  the  assemblies  and  charged  with  resronsible 
duties  as  outlined  on  pages  44  to  60  of  the  Manual  of  our  General  Assembly,  a  copy 
of  which  I  am  sending  you. 

3.  To  wo ik  over  in  connection  with  this  Council  the  important  questions  re- 
ferre  1  to  it  to  cc  me  before  the  next  General  Assembly,  such,  for  example,  this  year 
as  our  entire  mode  of  judicial  procedure,  which  was  shown  by  our  experience  at  the 
last  General  Assembly  to  be  unsatisfactory. in  some  particulars.  There  are  many, 
indeed,  who  believe  that  our  Goneral  Assembly  should  lodge  final  jucisldQtion  in 

a  special  judicial  Court  and  not  attempt  to  hoar  judicial  cases  in  a  large  mass 
meeting  as  our  one  thousand  members  must  inevitably  be. 

4.  To  seek  to  promote  throughout  the  year  the  spiritual  well-being  of  the 
Church,  especially  its  evangelistic  activity  and  its  benevolent  contributions. 


principal  William  Hewitson 


May  17,  1928 
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in  this  connection  speaking  itineraries  are  arranged  over  the  Church  and  any 
Moderator  who  was  free  to  do  so  could  spend  the  entire  year  in  this  sort  of 
service.  In  this  connection  I  have  written  many  articles  for  our  Church 
papers;  an  article  each  month  for  our  Presbyterian  Magazine,  and  have  attended 
as  many  of  our  Tynod  meetings  as  possible  and  spoken  at  our  'ocial  Unions,  which 
are  really  noble  opportunities  in  which  our  rresbyterian  folk  are  accustomed  to 
gather  from  time  to  tine  during  the  minter. 

We  do  have  a  special  devotional  period  during  our  Assembly.  Formerly 
it  was  at  the  beginning  or  the  end  of  the  morning  session  when  it  was  hard  to 
hold  the  attendance.  ffov  we  have  it  in  the  middle  of  the  morning  session  ©ach 
day  for  half  an  hour.  Our  assembly  begins,  of  course,  with  a  communion  service 
fbllowing  the  retiring  Moderator's  sermon. 

I  have  not  this  year  met  specially  with  the  office-bearers  of  local 
congregations.  I  have  of  course  spoken  constantly  on  Sunday  and  at  union 
meetings  of  our  Churches  in  different  communities  on  v  Gek-ends. 

The  reports  of  our  Assembly  are  very  cumbersome  volumes.  I  will 
ask  our  Stated  Clerk  whether  he  will  be  good  enough  to  seal  you  sample  copies 
and  I  am  sealing  you  also  herewith  a  copy  of  what  ve  call  the  Blue  Book,  cen¬ 
tal  aing  papers  in  preparation  for  the  coming  assembly. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  with  regard  to  Or.  Stanley  hite  that 
he  Ms  had  another  stroke  which  has  disabled  hi  entirely  so  that  while  his 
mind  is  clear  and  strong  he  has  had  to  give  up  all  active  work.  Some  years 
ago  the  doctors  ordered  him  to  give  up  his  secretaryship,  but  ho  so  far  recovered 
as  to  bo  able  to  take  the  Chaplaincy  of  Rutgers  Co -lege.  Row  he  has  had  to  give 
that  up  also.  I  know  ho  would  prize  greatly  a  letter  from  you  at  any  time.  Ha 
can  always  be  aldressed  care  of  our  ®tffhde 

With  regard  to  Mr.  S almond  of  whom  you  v  rite  I  thinl  he  could  not  do 
better  than  to  got  in  touch  with  Dean  Luther  4.  Wygal  of  the  Divinity  school  at 
Yale  University.  Dr.  Wygal  is  one  of  the  b  st  men  that  '’’6  have  in  that  field. 

If  Mr.  s almond  lias  time  I  think  it  w<  uld  bo  well  for  him  to  write  Doan  Wygal, 
concerning  his  proposed  visit  te  this  country,  or  otherwise  arrange  to  see  him 
as  soon  as  possible  after  he  arrives,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  him  here 
if  he  comas  to  IJew  York  City. 

With  kind  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Speer 
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